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James M.Covan called Gr Aa eres 


Fixed assessment for 0.P.Company 
general dissatisfaction eo dete 8 


Hydro rate fixed at maximum of 30 mills. 
History of 0.P.Company's fixed assessment 
O.P.Company separate corporation but 


entitled to same assessment as if 
vested in Hydro esas 


Capital cost of buildings must be considered . 


. Bond issue of 0.P.Company 28 


any company controlled by Hydro is exempt . 


Ho distinetion should be mada between 


- property owned by the nunicipality 
and private corporetions due 


Hydro did not creatsa the 0.P.Gompany evie 
Council willl have to reopen settlement made 


Q.P.Company taken over by Hydre in 1917 .,. 


No official cemplaint by Council ‘ofagreement 


act amended in 1917 re taxes on Hydro lands 


Decision of Ontario Railway ¢: Municipal Zoarad 


Hydro recommended all municipal utilities 


be exempt as to land © 0 
Hydro should be assessed as if it vere a 
private corporation one 


Interpretation of Section 12 (a) of the 
Power Commission Act atte 


Referonce to Sec.5, Subsec.7 of 
Assessment Act whe 


Pipe line handled as development of Hydro . 


Hydro should carry out agreement made vith 
0.P.Company ee 


e 


Eo asscssment made under municipal assessment 


Lands, and buildings on lands at the time 
acquired, should be assessable ° 
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Crushed stone, and money given to Stamford Tp. 


Taxes Hydro would pay if on same footing as 
& private individual ? ® 


What taxes does Niagara, Lockport é 0.P. 
Company pay in liagara Falls ,N.Y.? ° 


-.A.C.Harris called . e 
Previous experience | © 
dmployment vith Hydro ° 
Unabla to be given situation contemplated ° 
Method of handling train systcm ° 
Operation of trains, with interlocking plant . 


Should have had authority directly over train 
erews ° 


. Instructions removed from Locomotives ; 


Comparison of efficiency of service ° 


Method of operation of trains advocated 
in the future s 


Yardage handled on the Chippava vork greater 
than on the ship caral ° 


Qniy familiar vith operations in his 
territory » 


Superintendent should be expert railroad man . 


Whether position was ofrared if certain 
papers or evidence given to Commission 


Interview with Mr.Greéenlaw ° 
interview with Hon.Mr.Drury ° 


Operation of railway an element in 


handling rock and earth 0 
Discussions with foremen as to problems ° 
Principak factor was production vies 
History of construction work re 


Mr.Buck's securce of information re promise 
of position to Mr. Harris ° 


lir,Marris! discussion with Hon.Mr.Drury — . 


Previous experience in railroading ° 


arthur Bradley called ¢ - 
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Conversation between Mr,Bradloy and lir.Harris 
as to being promised position 


George Lowry called 


Conversation with Mr,Harris as to offer 
of position 


Herbort McIntosh called 


Conversation with Mr,Harris as to offer of 
position 


Statement made about Mr.Hoorigan 
lir,Buek called 


Opinion of Mr.Farris in his own department 


Thinks Line was operated 100 per cant d@ficient 


Duties of despatchor 


Construction system control for rastoring 
traffic better than central control 


Meshod of handling contingencies 


Were not trailroading' but ‘disging.' 


_ John McBride called 


Smployed on the canal as oiler, latterly as 


forenan 


. Disregard of the value of property by orployees 


Oil_ clothing, and rubber boots supplied to 
employees 


Ties used for fire wood 

Cause of strike in 1920 

Agreoment made as to increase in vages 
Purchase of two new steam shovels 
Wificioney of foreign labour vas very lov 
Sand purchased through sub-contractor 
Check made of stores given out 


Construction of camps in latter part of 
construction . 


Noon adjournment 
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HYDRO ‘ELECTRIC INQUIRY COMMISSION. 


CHIPPAWA DEVELOPMENT. 


Niagara Falls, February 6th,1923., 
wee (ee Tt 


W.D.GREGORY, Hsq., CHAIRMAN, 


M.J.HANSY, Hsq., COMMISSIONER. 
J.A.ROSS, Bsq., COMMI SST@GNER. 
R.A.ROSS, Esq., COMMI SSIONGR. 


F.A.GABY, Esqi, \ 
W.W.POPS, #8q.,K.C. representing HYDRO-BIMCTRIC 
R.T.JSFFERY, Baq., POWSR COMMISSION OF ONTARIO. 
H.G.ACRES, Haq., 


Reported by William C.C50,C.8S.R. 


MR.POPE: We would like to be informed as to the 
matters to be considered at this sitting of the Commission. 
We wrote the Commission on Monday asking to be advised of 
the eden of the complaints and tre names of the complain<- 
ants. We have received no reply to that communication. 

-THS CHAIRMAT;: If anything comes up,Mr.Pope,that 
you are not able to answer at the time,you will have every 
Opportunity,and so far as we can,we will answer questions 
covering the whole ground pro and con. We have no case to 
make out. Our only object is to get at the facts. 

_MR.POPE: We are anxious to help you if we can, 


and we hope we will help ourselves,but we do not know what 
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we have to answer. I ie not see how we can prepare our 
case. 

THE CHAIRMAN: We do not know much more than 
you do. 

| MR.GABY: The Commissioners have been provided with 
a brief and we should have a copy of that Pelacionaitiien we 
would kkow whom to bring here to answer any charge that 
might be As and meet any complaint. You have a brief 
peforeyou,and the witnesses have all been interviewed. We 
should have that information and should not have to wait 
weeks and weeks to answer any complaints that may be made 
at this time. 

THE CHATRMAN : This is the first request that 
has been made to us for infomation. We will give you the 
names of the people we are going to call and you will hear 
their evidence. 

MR.POPS: I have been connected with a great many 
inquirbes,but never before have I been called upon to 
defend without being given some information as to the 
Charges and eee ee to be met. 

MR.GABY: We have asked for this information, so 
that we can look up our files and give the proper 
explanation at the time any matter is brought up. These 
things will be publisned broadcast all over the country, 
and it may take weeks before we have an opportunity of 
answering. That is not fair. We should not be put ina 
position like that. 

THS CHAIRMAN: We must not pre-judge. - We do not 
know what is caning up. 


WR.GABY: We have to be able to answer these things, 
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and if we knew beforehand,we would be in a better position 
to do so. A case has been prepared for the benefit of 
yourselves,and you have been furnished with the questions 
to be asked certain witnesses. Why should not we have 
a copy of that so that we can prepare our case and be 
able to answer? | 

TH2 CHAIRMAN: I think we had better taken the 
evidence as it comes up. A great deal of it is mere 
hearsay. 

MR.GASY: Those are the statements I am trying to 
met away from. A great deal of it is hearsay and we want 
to be able to present facts at the time this hearsay evidence 
is thrown broadcast in the papers. 

THS CHAT RIAN: I fancy there will be no evidsnce 
given here that you will not be ania to give the other 
side of it. 
| MR.GABY: The men who.are able to answer a good 
deal of the details,are men probably not in the employ 
of the Commission today, and we will have to bring these 
men from eae distanes in ordsr to etre this hearsay evidence. 

THE CHAIRMAN: You shall have every opportunity | 
to bring them here, 

aft ar 

MR.GABY: That means this infomnation has been 
made public for weeks. 

Tiff CHAIRMAN: I fancy you will find you have 
éithsr in your possession or in the possession of someone 
near at hand,the information to deal with all these matters, 

MR.GABY: True,wa have the facts,but we are not 
able to answer at this time because we do not know vhat 


questions are coming up nor what hearsay evidence will be 
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placad befors you. If we had the information we could 
look up our files which are voluminous and be abls to 
place the answer before you at once. You have a voluminous 
Pile there of information,and we should have an opportunity 
of seeing that and to know the evidance that is going to 
be brought against the Commission, so that we will have 
an opportunity of gstting our facts together and presenting 
them to you. | 

THY CHATRIEAN: I think the best thing for you to 
do is to hear what is said,and if th+re is anything you 
disagree with, you shall have every Descent to answer 
it. That is the best we can do. 


MR.GABY: I do not think it is fair,Mr .Chairman, 


JAMIS A.CALVERT, called. 


TO THS CHATRMAN: 

Q. Where do you live? A.At Queenston. 

Q- What is your occupation? <A. Manager of the Larkin Farm. 
Q- You reside on ths Larkin farm? A. Yes. 

Q. Were a ever an employees of the BY Gre eS Ov Tle Commission? 
me YOG. 

Q. When? A. The fall of 1922,r think; about a year. 

Q. What was your occupation? A. Special officer. 

Q- What ware your dutiss? A. My duties were to keep tha 
men from gambling in the camps and to keep booze from 

going into the camp and keep order, 

é, Q- To stop gambling and keep booze from going into the 
camp‘ A. Yes,and keep order. 

Q. At what place were you supposed to perform your dutiss? 


A. At the lower camp down at the farm, doth at the Crusher. 
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Q- What were your hours? A. Generally from ten o'clock 
at night until four in the morning. 

Q. Tell us what you did during that time? Were you out 


every night? <A. Yes,Gir. 


Q. From ten until four? A. Sometimes during the day ‘ 


ama sométimes earlier than that. 

Q. Was there any occasion to havs men to perform the 
duties you were performing? A. I tuink there was. 

Q- Tell us some of your experiences in the performance of 


your duties? What you had to do at any time? A. Well, 


I know that I upset several games of crap. 


Q. That was your duty to stop games of crap? A. That 

was one of them. 

Q. How many games did you stop? <A. Several of them = 
dozens of them. 

Q@. Just down there? <A. Yes,Sir. 

Q. What other games? aA. I was calléd several timas up 

to this Whirlpool Camp; I know cne time we had quite 

a tims there - a fight on ~ ws had to go up there and take 
the mén to St.Cathearines; I remember that particularly. 

Q. When was that? A.Well,I could not tell you just that 
Gate. : 
Q. Was it in the summér or winter? A. In the fall. 

Q-. Of which year? <A. 1921 when they first went on. 

Q@. You said another of your duties was to keep bocze 

out of the camp? A. As much as possible. 

Q. Did you keep it all out? A. I would not want to 

Bay y#s, becauss I know I did not; I did the best I could. 
Q. What steps did you take? A. I was there an d as soon 


ag they found out I was on thse job,they kept away,and I 
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had.an automobile and was able to get around the camps; 
I was right on the job there all the time,day and night. 
I do not mean to say I was there all the time,but I was on 
the job. I did my duty as far as I could. 
Q.- Tell us just what actual duties you performed in the 
way of keeping booze out? A. I do not Know how to 
explain that. 

Q- You were an officer there from ten until four,every | 
night; you would have sane recollection of some of the 
things you did SuMeye that time? <A. Our farm adjoins 
that property,and it was pretty easy for me to drive down 
through the orchard at any point there,and as soon as they 
found out I was on duty,it made it very uncomfortable for 
them. 

Q. You think when you were around there,the booze would go 
away? Ae I do not know that it would go away; it would 
stay away. 

Q. Wow would they get the booze in? <A. In trucks and cars, 
Q- Came in by the truckload? a. Yes. 

%. wax not there any officers around there to keep it out? 
A. There eee more officer there, ~ the Provincial 
police were on the job several times as I remember. 

Q. Did you ever see any truckloads coming in? A. Yes. 

Q.- How many times? aA. I did not see it coming into the 
camp; we knew it left Thorold and we tracked it so that it 
did not come into the camp; I did not get hold of the booze; 
I tried hard to but I did not. 

Q- How did you know there was any there? A. I did not 


know until I was there, 
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Q- After you did know? Av. If you would see them intoxic~- 
ated and fighting unde rit he influence of booze,you would 
xnow it was around there somewhere, 
Q.- Did you see the men that way from time to time? 
A, Several times. 


Q. Did you find any of the booze that was making them 


GQrunk? <A. No. 


Q. Not at any time? A. No. 
Q. I thought you were there every night from ten until 
oe and saw the men fighting and drunk - you did not 
find the booze? A. I did not happen to; I knew of it. 
Q. Didyou try very hard? A. Yes,Sir. 
Q. You say they brought it in by cars as well as & trucks? 
How did you know that? 
MR.GABY: The witness said he imew it left 
Therold and he did not know it got into the camp,but it 
left Thorold in tricks and he was unable to trace that 
truck. It was only on several occasions this booze was 
there. 
THA CHAIRMAN: Perhaps we had bettar hear him, 
MR.GABY:. I was trying to correct an impression 
that was getting out. 
TO THS CHAIRMAN: 
Q- What did you do with the booze coming in cars? 
For tid, NOt eet it. 
Q-.- How do you iknow it was in cars? <A. We were told that 
it was; that is the way it eame in and teptareo Tor it. 
Q.- You do not know of your own knowledge that any went 


in there? <A. No,I do not know. 
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Q. You saw men fighting and saw men drunk? A. Yos,Sir. 
Q- You did not sea the booze that made them drunk? 
As, No,Sir, i 
Q. Don't you think as a special officer there,you might 
have followed that up and found the ruees that was causing 
this drunkenness one fighting? A.We put a check to it. 
Q. How? A. There was not so much of it going on. 
Q. How did you stop it? A. We took several men to 
St.Catharines. 
Q. For what? aA. For fighting and drinking and disorderly 
conduct. 
GQ. You diag? <A. Sure. 
Q. Did you lay the charge yourself? A. Mr.Harris, the 
policeman at Rueenston did. 
Q. Did you lay a charge against any one? A, No. 
Q. Did Mr.Harris or you find any booze? A. No,Idid not, 
Q. What steps dia you take to lecate it? <A. Whatever I 
thought was best. 
Q. What did you think was best? Did you make a search? 
A. <As long as they knew I was around there,they were pretty 
careful of it. 
Ww. You say when you were around there they were drunk and 
fizghting,so0 they could not have been very careful? 
A. It is pretty hard wien you have 3,000 men,to keep 
; track of them all 

Ma. ACRSS: the drunxenness and fixshting was over, 

TH CHAIRMAN: Don't interrupt the witness; we 
Will hear what he has to say first. 
Q- What steps did you take to stop it yourself? 


A. In what way do you meéan? 
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Q. You were a paid officer of the company; you were there 
to stop this fighting and d_runkenness; what steps did 
you take? What did you aotually do yourself? 
A. Merely stop the fights. 
Q. When a fight would start ay the booze was there, what 
steps did you take to search for the cause of this fighting 
and drunkenness? <A. I do not know that I took any real 
active steps in searching for the booze. We wanted to keep 
the booze out and keep the men on the job. They were no 
good if they were fighting and drinking at night,and they 
wanted to keep the booze out as much as possible. 
Q. It continued to go in while you were there; I am trying 
to find out why you did not take steps to stop the booze 
going in? A. It was stopped. 
Q. Wou say not? A. How is that? 
Q- I do not «now. You say you did not locate any and did 
not prosecute anyone and you were a special office for 
that purpose? A. JI claim when we were tnere,the booze 
did not come in as readily as it did before I was on the 
jab. 
Q. Tney were fighting and drinking so the booze must have 
been coming in? A. A little of it,of course. 
Q@. pid you know any place in the neighborhood where there 
was any booze? A. Not specially,no. 
Q- Did you ever see any in the neighborhood yourself? 
A. No. 
Q. Did you ever have any at your own house? aA. Yes. 
Q.- Did any people ever get any at your house? 


A. Wo - do you mean to sellit to them? 
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Q- WNo,go in there and take a drinx? A. If IT have a 
friend there at any time. 
Q. Mention sane of the people that used to go in there 
and eit drinks? A. That ia pretty hard to say. 
oy Bo many of then? A. No,I could not afford that. 
Q. You were getting payfall bie’ tine?’ A. It did not make 
any difference; I cannot afford to take my pay and put 
it into booze. 
TO COMISSDONSR J.A.ROSS: 
Q. These people who went in were personal friends of 
yours; it was not a rendezvous for employees of the Hydro 
to go in there and get a drink? aA. No,Sir. If you felt 
disposed to take a drink down at my house this afternoon 
or tomorrow,I will give you a drink,but I do not make a 
habit of taking everybody in and giving them a drink. I am 
getting pretty short anyway. 
TO THE CHAIRMAN: ia: 
%. Tell us some of those who used to go there and drink? 
sa That is pretty hard to say. 
Q. It may be pretty hard. You know a good many of them. 
Teil us some of them? <A. Well,I do not know; I have a 
great many friends there all over the country that came 
there and got a drink. 
Q- <A good many friends came there; it was a popular place 
to go to? A. I do not know that it was popular any more 
than any other home. 
Q. Give us the names now? 

MR.ACRES: I can relieve Mr.Calvert of the 
responsibility of referring to one name; I have been there. 

WITNESS: I dii not think of Mr.acres. I do not 


know how I can start and say who was there and who was 


oe ae was 
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not. I had some friends there on Sunday. 
TO THE CHAIRMAN: 
Q- Would there be a dozen or half a dozen sometimes 
there at a time? «4. I have had parties tnere. They were not 
Hydro parties. I have had parties there of a dozen or two 
dozen; I have had them from ths American side there, - my 
own iayitsd guests. 
Q. Did any of the Hydro men ever go there? WMr.Acres 
says he has been there? <A. I do not know whether Mr.Acres 
was there at one of these parties or not. Mr.Acres has 
been to my house and other men have been to my house, 
4. Let us hear sone of the other men; you know tnem well 
enough. Don't be afraid to tellus who they were? 

MR.POPS: Don't you think that is going pretty 
strong in a Chippawa inquiry? 

THS CHAIRMAN: This was used as a centre,I 
understand; it was & popular place. 

WITNSSS: Don't you think it is all right for me 
to have a party? 

THS CHAIRMAN: I am roe saying it is all right or 
all wrong,but the fact that you withhold these names would 
indicate you think it is wrong? A. No,I do not know that 
it is right,but I would have to think it up and get a list. 
Q. Was Mr.Scribbins there? A. He has been to my house, 
certainly. | 
Q- Would he have refreshments there? A, Sure. 

Q.- Was Mr.Richmond there? aA. I do not think so. 
Q@» How much liquor would you get into your house at a yee 
A 


- Well,I think about four years ago I vut in five cases, 
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Qe When didthe next consignisent come? A. It want dry 
then, three or four years ago. 
Q. In 1921 it was dry,was it? aA. I think so,was not it? 
Az I do not think you could import liquor in 1921. 
Qe I was Pict cant if there was any in your house at that 
time? <A. There is some there NOWe | 
Q. It had aot gone dry then? A. No,but I could not get any 
more in. 
@. You had it there in 1921 and 1922,and you have it there 
still? «A. Yas, : | 
Q@. You entertained a nunber of men,Hydro men,at your house? 
Ae Yes. 
Q- Entertained them and provided them with liquor? 
A. Yes,a little apt: 
Q@.- Did you have a club there? diigo STO ia Soe 
Q. You were a preventive officer to stop booze going into 
the camp? a. Yes,Sir. 
Q. How often did you send your reports in? A. I did not 
have any report 8. 
Q- Did you not mak= any reports of what you saw there?- 
A. Not on paper; I have raported t». the officers, 

To whom did you report drunkenness and fighting? 
A, rapes. tus Provincial officer,and Jack Stewart. 
Q. Who was your chief on the Hydro? “Sdyeu mean the officer? 
Q- To whom did you have to report? <A. I did not have to 
report to anyone particularly. I worked with all ae ian 
as far as that is concerned - Stewart and Mr.Angell - I 
reported anything that was going on.? | 
Q. Is he another who used to go to your house? 


A. Mr.Angell did not come very often - may have been there 
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oncé or twice; I do not remember who these men were that 
were Pioxne 
TO COMMISSIONER J.A.ROSS: 
Q. Who hired you? A. Mr.Angell. 

MR.ACRSS: Mr.Angell hired him on my recommendation, 
10 TH3 CHATAMAN: | : 
Q. When did he ee your A.The'fall of 1921,2 think it 
was sonetime in August or september. 


Q. The record shows you were on the payroll in June,1921? 


A. It may have bécn in June; I think it was in August 


though. 

Q. What was to be your pay? A. $100 a month. 

Q. You were to be on duty — every night fromten ta tour, 
and you aned A. Yes. | 

Q. aaah money did you draw altogether? <A. I have not 
kept track of that. 

Q. Will you have any entries of it in your books? 

A. I oould figure it up easy enough. | 

Q@. I notice from the records you drew some cheques and 
returned them; did not cash them at all? A. Without 
cashing them? 

Q@. Yes ~- sent them back; they were returned to the 
Accountant's Department? A. For what purpose? 

ae They were not used and they were returned without 
being opt paid aan were engaged in the fall of 1921 


and your cheque for June,1921,was said to be returned? 


A. I do not understand that. 


-Q. Did Mr.Larkin know you were engaged steadily as an 


officer on the Hydro during this period? A. Certainly. 
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Q- You drew your pay from him at the same time? A. Yes. 
Qe Would the liquor you bousht there cost you as much as 
you got fromthe Hydro? A, The liquor that I bought ~ I 
hope not. I could not afford tokdo that. | 
Q. How did you manage to work during the day when you 
were working all night for the Hydro? <A. I kept going 
in soms Way. 
Q. You were a strong man? A. Pretty healthy. 
Q- You look as if you stood it pretty weiley, iA. Gudid. 
Qs Were you ever asked for any written report of all 
these occurrences which you saw - the drunkenness and 
fighting that you spoke about? <A. No. 
Q. Do you recollect any of these men that you reported 
that were convicted? A. No,I do not recollect any names 
this morning. | 
Qe Was there anyone else besides yourself that took part 
in protecting the camps from booze? A.Well,there was a 
camp officer. 

. Who was that? <A. Jack Stewart was there. 


Who is Jack Stewart? A. A policeman down there. 


Q 
Q 
Q- Was the policeman giving his whole time to the Hydro? 
A He was the Hydro policeman. 

Q- Anyone else? aA. I do not know. 

Q@. Did he ever make any search for liquor? 4. I believe 

he did; I do not know. 

Q. What is the reason you never made any search for it? 

A. Well,the other man was doing that part of it. 


&. Two mea might be likely to find more than one - a man 


like you who knew the men so well and lived right by? 
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A. z did not know the men; they were strangers to me ~- all 
foreigners. 
Q. The aeiricins was confined mostly to the foreigners? 
A. Very much,yes. : 
Qe Did any of the foreigners come toa your house and get 
drink8? <A. No,Gir. 
Q- You had the ‘select class? <A. I had my friends, ordinary 
people; I do not know that they were select. 
Q@. I think it must have Bebe @ popular place. How was it 
you came to give up this position; were you discharged? 
A. Yess | 
Q» At your request? A. No. 
Q. How did you came to be discharged? <A. As soon as they 
got rid of the men and the work done practically,I was 
discharged. 
Q» Your work was done? a. No - only just discharged - 
nothing to doa. 
Q. When was it you stopped? A. The last of the year,1922, 
Q. The record of th: Hydro shows that they stopped paying. 
you in May,1922; it is just made up to that time. You say 
you kept on until thse fall? a. Yes. 
Q- How was it if you were working all the time you got 
so many deductions from your pay? You said you were to 
get $100 a month? A. Yes. 
Q. You did not get $100 a month? aA. What did I get. 
Q. In January,1922,you got $48 , 30; January jist, $31.70; 
there is a deduction of $20 there? A.Well, 
Q. In one pay you only got $26,457 A. Well,I can explain 
the $20. A friend of mine was renting a camp dowm there 


and I went security for it,and I paid the rent each month 


for him. 
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Q- The $20 would be deducted to pay that? A. Yes. 
Q. How often would that be aedudiads A. Monthly. 
Q. That is what the¥20 deduction was for; it was not 
@ real deduction, it was to pay the rent? A. Yes,I was 


responsible for the rent of the building for this man. 


Q. I do not understand how some of these cheques were not — 


cashed by you; did you cash all the cheques you got? 

A. Why, sure. 

Q. It is strange that they should be returned to the 
Accountant's Department uncashed? Perhaps someone 6an 
explain that? 

TO MR.GABY: 

Q. You were a special officer employed by che Conmission 


sh night duty during certain periods,1921-1922? 


A. Yes. 


Q. Had you any special knowledge of the number of 
constables employed,and special agents, employed by the 
Commission to protect the property of the Commission? 

A. No,I had not. 

Q- You were simply employed on special ety in aPuaeeete 
location, as far as the Commission was concerned? A. Yes, 
Q. You do not know whethsr the Commission had over 20 
constables and special agents doing the same duty, ? you 


were not aware of the instructions to Mr.Stewart or any 


other man as to what their duties were in searching the camp? 


A. No. 

eee You know that searches were made from time to time? 
A. Yes. 

Q- You know that precautionary measures were re vy 


the Commission to protect its property,so that it would be 
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Quite feasible for the cud aaton to protect the entrance 
of li quor,and that they built fences for that purpose? 
A. Yes. 
Qe These fights that you speak of,were not numerous; 
there were only a few during a long period of time? 
A. They would be Saturday nights and Sundays off and on, 
especially after pay day. 
TO THE CHAIRMAN: 
Q. How often was pay Aaya. 

MR.GABY: Once every two weeks. 
Q. They were not frequent; there were not a large number 
of them - just a few of them Saturday nights and Sundays? 
A. Yes,once in one place and then another - never knew 
where they were going to break out. 
Q. Liquor may have been carried in on the persons of the 
various men employed? A. Yes,Sur, 
Q. Was not it a fact that a great deal of liquor consimed 
was outside of the camps of the Commission,in tiie surrounding 
districts,in the bush? A. That is probably the way it ae 
That is where these men got it. 
TO COMMISSIONER HANLY: 
Q. How do you know that? A. I said wobably. 
TO THE CHAIRMAN: 
Q@. You do not know it? A. I do not know where they got it 
| outside, 
TO COMMISSIONER HANZY ;: 
Q- Do you know anything about the drinking in the bush? 
A. You can go down in the bush and find bottles there empty- 


890 over in our own bush and find bottles empty,and that is 
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a pretty sure sign that they had been drinking outside. 

TO THE CHAIRMAN: 

Q- The men were drinking in your bush? A. Different 
bushes around there where they went; we have three bu mes, 
Q- Did you ever arrest any men there? A. Never caught 
os in therey om 

Q. You found the bottles and they were empty? A. Yes. 

TO MR.POPS: 

Q- Did you know of the Provincial staff that was sent over 
for the express purpose of breaking up the bringing in of 
Liquor? A. Yes. 

MR.GASY: Provincial and Dominion. 

MR.POPE: We could aot get the Dominion Force; we 
applied to the Dominion but we could not get them except 
for Dominion purposes, I got the Hon.Mr.Raney,the Attorney - 
General,to appoint a staff and put aman in charge of it, 
and they were there for a considerable time,and they 
Summonsed as many as 25 men at one time before the Police 
Magistrate here. 

TO THE CHAIRMAN: 

Q@. That was Guring the time Mr.Calvert wag working? 
A. Yes, in 1921-1922, 

Q- Did the Provincial Police succeed in stopping it? 

MR.POPH: These people Teported that it came 
largely from the American side; it came across in automobiles; 
they would come over in an automobile and take off the 
number and clear out. It wag distri cuted outside our 
premises,in the bush. | 

THE CHAIRMAN: I thought the ovement of liquor 


was from this side over to the other? 
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UR.POPZ: No,that was the information that came 
to us that it came from across the River. 
ra CHAIRMAN (To Mr.Calvert). 
Qe Did it come from across the River? Lon a idnnts sec I< 
Coming; I heard that is wnere it was supposed to come from, 
M2.POPS: If you will look up the records in the 
Attorney-Generaltgs Departinent,you will find there, the 
records showing that is where the liquor came from, 
THE CHAI RLAN: These trucks and motor cars that 
_ brought the liquor - where were they reputed to come from? 
MR. CALVERT: From the west somewhere; we could 
not tell just where - Kitchener and up that way. 
TO COMMISSIONZR Hawazy: | 
Q. Waterloo? A.wWell, 
~Q- Did you hear about some coming from Waterloo? 
Ay I have no doubt it did, but I could not awear to it, 
Q- That is where it was dipped +s come from? 
A. It may have come fron Torouto; it is hard to tellwhere 
& truck would come from, 
TO TH3 CHAIRMAN: 
Q- While these men were fighting and drinking,I suppose 
that would rather tend to lesgen their usefulness ag 
laborers? A, Sure. 
Q- How long would it take the effects to wear off? 
A. Some of them got over it very quickly and others not 
80 quickly. It ig pretty hard to handle some men when 
they are intoxicated, 
Q. Were there any temperance men among them? aA. I do not 


think so, 
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Q. They all were willing to take booze whén they had 
the chance to get it? <A. I would not say that. I do not 
think all of then. You know pretty well that a foreigner 
likes a drink. 
Q. The worst time was after pay day? aA. Naturally. 

MR.GABY: It was pone inee to a very few men in 
the camps; it was not the majority of thmen? 

A,.. No,not confined to tnanajority, but certain men in 
every camp. 
Q. Saturday nights and Sundsys? 4. Yes. 

MR.ACRES: I might say we had two concentrations 
of foreign laborers at work. We had the Whirlpool and the 
Queenston camps. This Queenston Camp that has been 
referred to,it woeneenad that at this point we only had 
two places where vehicular traffic could get on the job r 
At the Whirlpool there was a gate through waiich vehicles 
could came into the camp to serve the camp with the various 
ee such as bread and ice and alleged soft drinks. 

TH2 CHAIRMAN: Why do you say alleged? 

MR.ACRES: Recause we had reason to find out the. 
soft drinks were not soft drinks. 

Q. A good many of them were hard? <A. Simpjy hard stuff 

in pop pottles. The other entrance was exactly opposite 

Mr .Calvert's residence at Queenston,and that happened to be 
the entrance that was used because a little more remote 
from our home aciivities,and we had an idea that a great 
d¢al of the illicit liquor was coming through the Queenston 
vehicular entrance to the job, and although we could not 


prove it, we barred several concerns from bringing their 
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vehicles on the job,and I concluded in view of Mr. 
Calvert living s0 close to the vicinity and being a man 
physically able to know how to look after himself pretty 
well,that if we got him to keep his pye on that end of 
the job,it would be a valuable preventive measure, even 
though he took no active measures to enforce the law, which 
of course he did as the men convicted prove. He was there 
to see that men with suspicious vehicles did act come in 
on the job. 

THS CHAIRMAN; He says he did not do anything with 
the vehicles. 

MR.ACRES: That is vhat I am trying to bring out. 

MR.CALVERY: We did; we atopped them. 

THE CHAIRMAN: No. 

MR.ACRES; There is a misunderstanding in referenca 
to Mr.Calvert's remarks that liquor came on the job in 
truckloads. 

THd CHAIRMAN: He said it came in in truckloads, 

MR.ACRES: It came iin truckloads from various 
parts of the Province. A great many trucks i th wugh 
that entrance ,and one of Mr.Calvert's duties was to see 
that these trucks carrying liquor STEEN freight 
Should not pass through the gate. 

: THS CHAIRMAN: What did he do? He says he did 


not hold up a truck or a car? 


MR.ACKHS: Yes,he did; he held up trucks and 


investigated them, 


THE CHAIRMAN: He said he could not see what 


was in them, 


MR.ACRES: After Mr Calvert came on,we had very 
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little trouble with liquor coming in on the job. 


THE CHAIRMAN: I understood Mr.calvert to say that 


he could not say from his om knowledge that it was 


liquor that was in the trucks, 

MRGALVERT: There was no liquor went into! the 
camp while I was there, | 
Q. You did not examine the trucks or cars? A. We 
stopped several cars and stopped pop from going in for 
months, ~ stopped pop bottles going in there at all, 
TO COMMISSIONSR J.A.ROSS: i 
Q. How did you ay them? A. I would not let then go in; 
told them to stay off the place. 
Q. Mr.Acres says your function was rather that of super- 
vision and to report to Mr.Angell or whoever Mr.aAngell 
appointed,what the conditions were and what the difficulty 
was,so that he could take action. You did not have any 
exscutive powers to stop or confiscate? «A. I sure did. I 
stopped several trucks from going in there with POP bottles. 
I did not examine the bottles because I an wubae judge of 
mixed stuff. 
TO TH.S CHATRULAN ; 
a. Are you @ judge of any kind of stuff? <A. No,I am not; 
I do not pretend to be. 
TO COMMISSIONSR J.A.ROSS: 
Q.- You turned the trucks back? A. Yes. 
Q. But you did not confiscate? A. No,my orders were not to 
let the trucks in, | | 


Q- You did not replenish your larder in that way? <A. No, 
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TO THE CHAIRMAN: 
Qe Did you make any seizures? A. No,Sir. 
@- Did you examine the stuff in the bottles? A. No , my 
ee aa were not to let any bottles in, 
Q- There were a lot of bottles that went in there? 
A. Not so many after we got things locked up so that 
they could not get in, 


Q- Do you mean to say you did not examine the bottles on 


these trucks and in the cars to find out whether it was 


hard stuff or not? A. No. 

Q. You did not prosecute anyone? -+. No,I did not, certainly. 
Q. Did you stop all the bottles coming in in that way? 

A. After we got orders,yes. 

Q. Were the orders not to let anything go in in cars? 


MR.ACRSS: Yes,Sir,the orders were that nothing in 


bottles was to be allowed in.. 


TH CHAIRMAN; When was that order made? 

MR.ACR3S:; I do not remember the date, 
Q. Was it last year? a. During the peak of the work in 1921, 
Q. No bottles went in after that? A. No. 
Q- How do you account for the Cigupine?. A, They would 
walk in through the bush and walk up the International 
track and climb the fence. We had 24 miles of frontier on 
that job,and the men had ample opportunity for getting it 
in. I think it would be difficult to prevent it. 

UR.GABY: They all had pockets,and they could all 
carry it on the hip if they wished to. The Commission did 
everything they possibly could to prevent this stuff coming 


in. We even went to the expense of putting up a wire fenca 
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around that job,and we had men at the entrance to 
prevent. these men getting in there wit Ithis atuff in their 


possession. Instructions were issued to prevent the 


stuff going in at all times of the day or the night,and 


until the Provincial Police got there in numbers,there was 


a good deal of it going on outside the camp inthe gat meant 
bush,. It was to get rid of such outer de conditions that 

the Commission took the ane etere and brought the 
Petes to the attention of the Attomey~General,and asked for 
assistance to get rid of the sale of liquor in the vicinity 
of our camps. . 

Q. It must have been a serious matter? <A. As far as we © 


were concerned, because these men could walk in with it on | 


their hip,and we want 6d to prevent that. ‘We preeented the 


matter on a number of occasions to egy Avponrar Gereeee 
ered ior eecievance 46 cope with the gituation,and it 
was coped with by nis sending up probably 25 or name apecten 
constables, | oP 
Q. When did they come over? aA, In 1920-1921. 
MR.ACRES: They came over in the sunmer of eevee 
MR.POPS: It was July,192l,and I may say in add- 
ition to that, the Attorney-General had on oall,a troop of 


mounted police; that was arranged with the Ottawa Government 


so that if it beoame necessary,he could get a troop of 


mounted police. The distance to cover was 80 great that 


people on foot had difficulty in covering it. It was 


thought at one time it would be necessary to put a troop 
of mounted men to assist in keeping. order and decorm on 


the frontier. 


Q- Were conditions improved from that time? 
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MR.POPH: They did not find it necessary to do 
that. The Attorney-General sent a eneaies at iinen in 
charge of a detail. 

MR.GABY: And in addition to that,the Commission 
had its own special agents reporting to the Commission 
direct as to what was going on,s0 that we could protect 
against this liquor coming on the proverty. 

MR.POPE: In addition to that,we got the At torney~ 
General or Ne pL Cee Superintendent of Provincial 
Police,to secure a staff of constables and make them 
Provincial Police. He examined them under our recommend- 
ation andunder the recommendation of the Chief of Police 
here,who was a Provincial Officer. They were selected and 
passed by Mr.Rogers. They went over to Toronto and were 
examined by Mr.Rogers,and they were in uniform, The only 
thing they could not wear was the Provincial button. We 
had these people there for a very long time,under PA 
vision of Mr.Rogers. The records will show that Mr.Rogers 
bought the uniforms and we paid for them. 

THE CHAIRS: How was it that Mr.Calvert was 
in the camps there and saw what was going on and did not 
make any reports in writing? ite 

MR.ACRBS: He was not required to do that. He was 
simply a man put on to watch,as a preventive agent ,and “to 
rendered assistance in the case af riot or trouble ae 
camp,which he: did. The regular constables were there. 

Q- He was not supposed to make any search? 


MR.ACRES: Stewart was the patrolman in that camp 


and if he saw any liquor he was supposed to destroy it. 
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THE CHAIRMAN: It seems strange so much liquor went 
ae front of Mr.calvert's property and that he did not 
arrest a single man all that time? 

MR.ACRES:: I do not think there was much more 
liquor went in after we put Mr.calvert on there; he prevented 
it from getting in. I think the ee was kept out,due to 
Mr.Calvert's watching. Ha had that gate in view all the 
time,even in the day time. 

TH CHAIRMAN: If these bottles had been examined 
ami found to contain liquor,and if the men had been arrested 
it might have put them out of business, 

MR.ACRES: We left that to the Provincial Police; 
if we had gone to that length,we would have had to do 
that work instead of digging the canal. 

Q- Was there so much as that? A. We had to do it to 
protect ourselves,and we left the Provincial Police to 

do the rest of the work. 

Q- I thought the Provincial Police would have been - this 
point? <A. They were patrolling the whole job. 

MR.CALVERT: Yes,Mr.Harris was there,and he changed 
the men around several times. 

‘ WR.ACRRS: Qur men were preventive officers. 

They were not officers that we had to chase these men into 
ge8l All we wanted to do was toprotect ourselves,and 

that was one method we took. I think the liquor that got 

in the camp was brought in by the men at night,walking 

with some in their pockets. They smuggled it in in the dark. 
Q. Where would they get it? A. One of the worst concen- 


trations of the liquor trade was directly across the road 
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from the gate of the Whirlpool Camp. Sevens there for 
months were terrific. | 

Q. What do you mean by terrific’ A. They had all kinds of 
games there - crap games and things of that kind. It was 

& regular vast acieatieat ton and we could not prevent our 
men from going over there; it was not on our property,and if 
they could get something at that particular point, there 

was nothing to prevent them walking half a mile down the 
road and climbing the fence and going into our camps,and 

we would never know until they began to create a disturb- 
ance that ay had anything in their clothes or in their 
stomacha ,except cold water, I am oconfidert the bulk of the 
liquor that got on the job was carried in by the men them- 
selves. It was not carried in in bulk. 

@. Might some cars stop outside and the men go out to them? 
A, Yes,I have not any doubt there were in fact we had 

some of our reliable men found drunk on the job at reece 
through no other cause than somebody coming through the 
bush and handing them sy ie poison in the dark, 

Q. Where would these men get their supplies from? 

MR.ACRES: I do not xnow; that was one of the 
things we had to compete with. We had to watch carefully 
Bie york at aa to see that men who otherwise were splendid 
workmen, would not fall into temptation through conditions 
that they were accustomed to all their lives. We lost 
heavily by having to let them go because they were experienc- 
ed and Bava ule men, but we had to let them go simply besause 


this stuff was handed to them in the dark, 
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TO COMMISSIONSR HANSY : 
%. They paid for it? A. Yes,they paid for it richly - 
they lost their jobs. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I notice in a speech delivered in 
St .Catharines,in January,]922,and reported in the St. 
Catharines papers, delivered by Sir Adam Beck, in dealing 
with the cost of the work he says: "Finally the activity of 
the whiskey runners which had lessened the effectiveness 
of labor amongst other things had resulted in thhdcost 
being two and a half times the original estimate", Would 
you say that was the case? 

MR.ACRES: No,I would not say that,but it is one 
of the things, It is an intangible tlement that rendered 
the efficiency of labor less at that particular time. 

Rae CHAU AMY ce) atand esie Pav kaa vce Se tnt 
the first plans had been greatly altered and extended 
and the capacity of the o2al inoreased,and inte the 
added cost of material and strikes and finally the 
activity of th dwhi sey eee which had lessened the 
effectiveness of labor,amongst other taings, had resulted 
in the cost being two and @ half tiines the original estimate", 

MR.ACRIS: He mentioned that as one of the causes, 
and no doubt it was. It was an intangible thing which waa 
@ very material element in the increase of the cost; there 
is no doubt about that whatever. 

Q- I suppose your employees were very largely foreigners, 

MR.ACRBS: One element that went into it,and which 
Was very serious,was that a number of the men periodically 


wanted to get liquor,and in the old days they made 
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arrangements to get it and they left their job for two or 
three days,and then came back. When these men needed 
liquor under the conditions under which they were working, 
they would leave their job for 10 fays and go to Montreal 
and get it. It was a matter of habit. After every pay 
day,we would lose valuable men for a week or 80,until 
they had gone to Montreal and had their time and came back, 
THE CHAIRYAN; I do not see why they went to 
Montreal? 
MR.ACRES;: They do. 
THS CHATRAAN: They had so much right there. 
MR.ACRES: I suppose a good many of these men 
wanted to make sure they would get goad liquor,and they 
were law abiding an 
Q. They wanted to get it without breaking tne law? 
A. Yes,and to get good liquor. 
Qe They did not get the best Quality on the job? 
A. They did fot know what they were getting,and I think 
that was the trouble, 
i Oe raved got good liquor,it might not have done 
them so much harm? A. If they had got good liquor it would 
not have affected then perhaps, but they got vad liquor and 
Were poisoned, | 
Q- They would go to Montreal and stay away for ten days? 
A. Yes,some of our valuable men; I do not mean inspectors, 


ae 


but men that were necessary, drill meh and men like that, 
were 

men that absolutely necessary to the job; they would 

actually do that,and that is what Sir Adam meant by 


inefficiency of labor, 
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Q. It must have been the foreigners that would do that? 

A. Yes,absolutely; we could never keep then. 

Q. Would you take them back when they returned? W. We had 

to because we needed them. 

TO COMMISSIONER HANEY: 

-Q. Don't you think you were a little bit lax in doing that? 
- A. We could not help it} we had to have the men; it was 

war time. | 

THS CHAIRMAN: No,it was not war time. 

MR.GABY: We were under war conditions in 1920; 
labor was very scarce on account of the industrial activity. 
Q.- Did you take them all back? A. I would not say we 
took them all back, but we took a number of them back, But 
ud eee put off of the job on account of drunkenness, they 

were never taken back,to my knowledge. 

MR.ACR&3S: A mumber of these men would come back 
and be re-employed; we could not avoid re-employing them 
‘because we could not get nen. It was not a case of giving 
these men leave of absence; they would quit and cose back,and 

we would rather hire Phen because we needed them. 

THS CHAIRNAN: There is no doubt labor was very 
scarce. I suppose that was the »eak of it in 1920. 

| MR.GABY : Yes,but it was not a large percentage 
of the men who did that 

MR.ACRES: It was one of the elements that made 
the increased cost of labor. It was an intangible 

thing. You could not put it in Miers and cents. You 
know the loss was there, simply because it was a i sre 


that did not apply previous to the war, 
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THE CHAIRMAN: You were going to say something, 
Mr, Pope, just now. 

MR, POPE: I was going to say that surrounding 
the district of this work which was being carried on 
night and day, outside of the part of the work where 
operations were being carried on, that section of the 
country was in darkness; therefore there was every 
opportunity to secrete stuff in the bush and all over 


the place and the Provincial Police found that one 


of their greatest difficulties, These fellows would 


come in and put this stuff in the bush and peddle it 
out and they got rid of it in that way. A day or two 
before pay day and a day or tro after was the time they 
fiund the most difficulty. These people knew the men 
hed money and they tried to get in the stuff and we 
stopped it, 

TO THE CHAIRMAN: 

Q. Were these gatherings at your house in the night 


or day time? A. In the evening, 


TO COMMISSIONER HANEY: 


Q. Before ten o'clock? A. They did not last very Long. 
Q. You were on duty at ten o'clock? A... Yess 

TO THE CHAIRMAN: 

Q. Did that ever take place when you were on duty watching 
these trucks? A. I was not always watching the trucks, 

I seta be on the farm and do my duty, the buildings 

were practically all on our farm, 

Q. Which buildings? A. The Hydro buildings. 


Q. They were on your farm? A. Yé8, 
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Q. Is there anything more, Mr.Calvert, that you would 


like to say about the matter? A. No. 


THE OHAIRMAN: will you tell us, Mr. Acres, 
what the limitations of authority of the different 
police officers were? 

MR, ACRES: I could not tell you that off hand. 
Q. Were some ain roeee to be in one part and some in 
another part of the camp? Were the Provincial Police 
allowed in the camp? 


wR, ACRES; Yes, the Provincial Police, as far 


ag I remember, had the complete run of the job. 


MR, POPE: They were entirely untrammelied in 
their instructions, 
0, What about the Stamford Police? 

MR, POPE: The Chief of Police here was a 
Provincial Officer and had his staff and the Hon,Mr,.Raney 


gent these special constables who were entirely untrammelled, 


Q. Did the Hydro Police have jurisdiction within your 


cana? 


WR, ACRES: Within our property limits. 


-Q, They would not have the right to go into these places 


in the woods? 


‘WR, ACRES: No, sir, no right whatever, t am 


@bsolutely sure on that point. 


MR. POPE: No, they had no jusisdiction outside 
our own camp. 

MR, ACRES: Just what jurisdiction the Provincial 
Police had on our job I am not quite sure, but as far as 
aur own police are concerned they had no jurisdiction off 


our property. 
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Q. Their authority ended within the limits of your camp? 
A. Yes, 
MR. POPE: The impression seems to be that 
this gentleman had a quantity of grog, I understood 
him to say he got five cee of grog, I would like to 
know whether he had any more at any time, 
THE CHAIRMAN: Were you there? 
MR. POPE: No, sir, I was not, I wish f Raa 
heen, I would have taken a drink sure. 
MR, CALVERT: The impression seems to be, tae 
I have taken it wrong, but I took it that you insinuated 
that I had been selling or using that renee in an 
Unlawful way. 
THE CHAIRMAN: No, I do not think anyone thinks 
you were selling it. 
MR. CALVERT: I wish to make it plain it was 
not used in any way except the way I had a right to 
use it. 
Q@. Yours was a better quality than some of the liquor 
that Mr.Acres was talking about? 
MR. CALVERT: I do not know that, I am sure, 
Q@. You did not charge anything for what you gave to 
people? A. No, sir, that is what I want to make clear, 
I was not selling this or using it in any way except 
for my own private home,I would be very sorry to have 
anybody think differently, 
| THE CHAIRMAN: I do not think that I said 
anything which would lead you to that conclusion. 


“MR. CALVERT: I kind of took it in that 


way. 
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THE CHAIRMAN: I think your place was a popular 
place and I think perhaps more popular because you did 
not charge any thing. 

MR, CALVERT : In the first place you don't dare 
charge anything if you are a law-abiding citizen. 

THE CHAIRMAN: You would not be breaking the 
law if you gave it to your friends who were there at 
the time, | 

MR. CALVERT: I want that understood, I do 
not want you to think that I was using the liquor 
to make money or make friends, that is not so. 

COMMISSIONER HANEY: It. was more to hold friends 
than to make them? 

WR.CALVERT: I do not think you would have to 
give a friend liquor to hold him. 
TO COMMISSIONER J.A.ROSS: 
g. Did you at any time supplement that stock of five 
cases? You started off with 60 bottles of whiskey, 
T understand that is what you brought in before 
prohibition? A. I brought it in just before the door 
closed, 
@. You then had 60 bottles of Scotch whiskey, did 
you supplement that at any time or have you got some 
of it now? A. Very little. 
Q@. You and your friends are small consumers? A, Why,sure, 

MR. POPE: He gays he thinks they have had 
a little bit of fun out of the small lot of Scotch 
he had in, 

THE CHAIRMAN: It seems to have lasted 


remarkably well, You never got any during all these 
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except 60 bottles? A. Not since the door closed, I did 
not say what I had before that and I do not know. I 
told you I got five cases in just as prohibition went 
into effect, 

Q. You had some before that? byaiven. 

Q. What you had before was left at that time? A. Yes, 
some of it, 

Q. What date was it the door closed? A. 17th September, 
Deen, »t9els | 

TO COMMISSIONER J,A.ROSS:; 

Q. Did you bring anyfhiskey in in barrels? A. waa 

TO MR, PIERDON: 

Q@. I wold like to ask about these envelopes or bucatee 
were you paid by cheque or in cash? A, Yes, I have been 

paid by eheque, 

Q. It seems to me that the pay~master in leaving Toronto 

Eee aiird fill his envelopes and if he could not find 
Mr,Calvert He would take the money back to the office 
and Mr.Calvert did not come up there to get it and ease 
is the reason ht was peid out later. 

THE CHAIRMAN; One Bae was returned to the 
Accounting Department. 

MR. PIERDON; It would probably be taken back 
to Toronto and returned to the bank and then Mr,Calvert 
would be paid in cash, it would be paid later, We can 
trace that and find out. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr.Calvert does not seem to 
have followed up these cheques very keenly. 


COMMISSIONER HANEY: As a matter of fact he was 
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paid for all the time he was supposed to be on duty, 
either by cheque or by cash? 
MR, CALVERT: Yes. 
Q. If the She ehs missed you the cash came? 


MR. CALVERT: Sure, 


WILLIAM BONN, 
TO THE CHAIRMAN: . 
Q@. Where do vou live? <A. Toronto. 
Q. What is your occupation? A. I ama Civil Engineer. 
Q. Did you at any time work over here on the Queenston-~ 
Chippawa Canal? A. Yes. 
Q. Under what circumstances did you come here? A. I was 
at St.Johns, New Brunswick, and I had a wire to come 
up and take charge of a dredge on the Chippawa work 
for the Hydro Electric Power Commission and I came up. 
Q. Who asked you to come up? A, The letter was 
from the former manager of the Canadian Stewart Company, 
the owners of the dredge before it was taken weet 
The dredge had just then changedc hands to the Toronto 
Habpbor Commission and was being rented to the Hydro 
Blectric Power Commission, 
Q. You came up? A. Yes. 
Q. Where did you report? A. I reported to Mr. Sweeney 
who had wired me at Toronto. 
Q. What instructions did you get? <A. He showed me & 
copy of the provisional agreement which he had made 
between Mr, Cousins and Mr, Gaby. 


Q. Was Mr,Counsins Engineer of the Toronto Harbor 
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Commission? A. Yes, E.L.Counsins, informing them of 
the measures he had taken to put the dredge in commission 
and get her ready as quickly as possible to go over on 
the Hydro Electric contract, that letter contained a 
list of the crew and so on and the rates they were to be 
ria, | 
Q. What did you do then? A. I was named as Superintendent 
of the dredge and I was to have charge of taking her over 
there and operating herz to the best advantage, 
Q. Wheat did you do? A. I took up the matter of taking 
the ¢redga across the lake, They had made certain 
arrangements which had to be changed slightly; they. 
were going to, for instance, dismantle part of the 
dredge to take it across and I thought at the time we 
could get acroes without dismantling it, Mr.Fred Miller 
hed made arrangements for the tugs to come over and 
take the dredge and at that time it was decided that 
they would send all the pontoons by cars, they thought 
it would be less risky in view of that late season, 
We then proceeded across the lake, 
Q. What time of the year was 4t? <A. I came to Toronto 
on the lst of December and we sailed out of Toronto on 
the 4th December ,1920. 
Q. What course did you take? A. Our great objective 
was to get through the Welland Canal before it was 
finally closed for the season and we came to Port 
Dalhousie and up through the canal and down Lake Erie 
to Buffalo. We had considerable delay at Buffalo on 


account of the fact that we had foreign tugs and we could 
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not clear from one home port to another; that is from 
one Canadian port to another with American tugs, so 

we had to reclaar from Buffalo and go down the river 
into Chippawa Creek where we landed, I think, on the 
10th December, 

Q. That is pretty late in the year? A. Yes, we had 
considerable ice to brea k in the canal, Our difficulty 
in Toronto was getting tugs of sufficient capacity, 

as most of the contractors and towing men around there 
all owned wooden tugs andTthey did not feel like renting 
them for towing through the ice, the damage would be 

go great, so they brought two steel tugs over from 
Chietland for the purpose. , 
@. You arrived at Chippawa on the 10th? A. Yes, and the 
Pentoons were taken down and locked through from Port 
Robinson; they came down the Weiland River and met us 

at Chippawa, Fifty percent of them were there when we 
arrived and the other fifty percent arrived in the course 
of a few days. 

Q. What date? A. 10th December, 

Q. What were the pontoons used for? Awl To connect 

the dredge with the shore line, they are 60 fuet pines 
floated on drums. 

Q. What happened after you arrived at Chippaws? 

A. We stood up in the river before the first bridge, 

it was a traffic bridge that was in front of us and 

we stood up there, 

Q. That is the point you reached on the 10th December? 


A. 10th December; I also met Mr.Angéll and I had 
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instructions from hin, 
Q. Mr. Angell was Construction Superintendent? A. General 
Superintendent, as I understood. 
Q. Of ths canal? A. Of the canal as e whole, 
TO COMMISSIONER J.A.ROSS: | 
Q. Were you responsible to the Toronto Harbor Commissioners 
from the time you left Toronto? A. No, my last 
instructions on leaving Toronto was that I was to take 
my instructions from Mr, Acres and when I got down on 
the work I think it was Mr.:Angell to&i@ me I would be 
directly under his supervision and henceforth I was 
to take my instructions from him, 
[0 THE CHAIRMAN: 
Q. What happened after you arrived? A. We proceedgda to 
unload the rh pipe which had been transmittgd across 
by train, We also arranged to lay the shore connection 
down to discharge in the Niagara River, We also had 
“a littie work to do on the dredge, which had not deen. 
accomplished on the way over. When t took the dredge 
she was in the state of being shut down for the season 
or being laid up and I had to get. everything in shape 
for immediate operation. This work is usually done 
during the winter and we only had from the second day 
of December until the day that we actually started, 
22nd of December, to do that work, There was also 
a considerable amount to be done on the shore discharges, 
that is the pipe had to be laid alongside of the creek 
to the Niagara River, 


Q. Did you meet with any difficulties in going along the 
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river? A. Yes, almost immediately, the type of material 
was such that the dredge could not handle it successfully. 
Q. What do you mean by the type of material? A. There 
were boulders and old timbers and I might say also old 
voats that had been sunk in the bed of the river at this 
place where we were situated. | ) 
Q. Where was that? A. Immediately in the Village of 
Chippawa, below the M.C.R. crossing. 
Q. What obstruction did you meet with theré? A. Boulders 
mostly. 
Q. Would that prevent the tug progressing? A, The 
river was too shallow, it was only about eight feet deep 
and we required from 11 to 12 feet to navigate. 
Ages Did. Wr.Angell not know how much the draft of your 
tug was? A. I do not think Mr, Angell knew pefore 
we arrived, he may have. 
: have be 
Q. Might not these obstructions/been rerwoved/fore you 
arrived? A. Yes, they could have been. 
Q. Were you delayed there? A. It was an expense 
es the 22nd of December, that was the date the 
road bridge was diverted to allow us to go througn 
until the 16th of January, at that particular place. 
TO COMMISSIONER R.A,ROSS : 
Q. Just removing the obstruction? A. First of all 
we operated for sometime, and we tried to go through 
it for sometime but made very Little headway and 
finally the dipper dredge was taken from some place 
lower down and excavated a channel for us to pass through 


to Pellts Creek where the river was of sufficient depth 
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and after that we went right up. 
Q. When did you actually begin work? A. We aotually 
started operations on the 22nd of December. 
Q. That would be twelve days after your arrival? A. Yes. 
Q. If these obstructions had been removed before you 
reacned there you would teva oeen able to operate earlier? 
A. We could have passed immediately op the River to 
Montrose, 
Q. If it had not been for these obstructions you could 
have immediately passed up the river to Montrose and 
began your work at once? A. Within a very fea days, 
perhaps two or three days, 
Q. How long were you delayed owing to these obstructions 
being there? A. Mr. Chairman, I do not know whether 
it was the intention to actually dredge at @hippawa or 
not before we went over there. I think the idea was 
that we were to go to Montrose and iad digging there; 
I know that only by hearsay, it was a surprise to me 
that we were. to go to work at Chippawa, I did not know 
uhat before we started, in fact I did not know any thing. 
I was in the position that I had just arrived from 
St.Johns and taking the dredge and the work required 
such ets contact that I did not have any time to 
go over to Chippawa prior to taking the dredge over and 
when I arrived in Chippawa I was innocent of practically 
Srey I simply took my instructions from Mr.Angell 
and when he said, tyou are going to dredge here" I started 
in right away. 


Q.. At Chippawa? A. Yes. 
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62572 
Qe How much dredging did you do there? A. I think we 
only did about 20,000 yards all told. 
Q. Was that dredging done for the purpose of remuving 
obstructions in your own way? A. Yes; in other words, 
it was to save the other dredge being brought up. 
Qe Did you ih to pass over some of these obstructions 
without dredging at all? A. No, sir,when there is only | 
eight feet of water you naturally suppose you cannot pull 
a plant weighing 2,000 tons over it, | 
Q. Were there any piles there? A. There were some 
arin uce piles but they were no detriment to the 
dredge, we could have handled the piles all right. 
It was boulders and large stuff in the bed of the 
river like old heavy timbers that had probably been 
rofted dow there and old boats, There may have been 
crib work, off docks, for e11 I know. 
Q. That is what you took out with your own dredge? 
A. We took out 20,000 yards and discharged ‘them in 
the Wiagara River. 
Q. Did it or not delay your operation upon this dredging 
work that had to be done? A. It had the effect of 
caasing delay at a later arin 
Q. Why? A. Because it caused us to go into repairs 
that probably we should not have done if it had not been 
for the mauling we Gare the dredge at that particular 
place, The fact that we only did 20,000 yards in that ' 
time can rightfully be called a delay. 
Q. I do not know that 20,000 yards was much or little 
for your dredge to do? A. You might call it exnessive 
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Q. Describe the kind of work you did? A. en the first 
day we started we broke the cutter head, © 
Q. That is part of your dredge? A. The fvont portion 
of the dredge, that actually is supposed to cut the 
material previous to its being drawn into the suction 
pipe and discharge fydveulivaiiy. 
A How was it you came to break that? A. Later we lost 
+ it was just simply on account of the type of material, 
_ the boulders were #0 heavy and the obstructions so great 
in the bed of the river, that it loosened it up. 
Q. Is your dredge not supposed to remove boulders? 

ie: A dredge of that description can handle boulders 
up to about 12 inches, td 14 or 15 inches successfully, 
put the boulders that we got down there were such that 


we could not handle them, 


wae What size? A. We got boulders out of the cutter head 


24 and 26 inches, ia 60 larger than the discharge pipe 
and I have reason to believe there were boulders larger 
han that in the bed of the river that we did not raise; 
that is, there were boulders so big that the cutter would 
not receive them into the blade and therefore they never 
actually came to the surface, 
q. Is exe mone ot less risk of injurgng your machinery 
with boulders of that size? A. Operating that dredge 
et a few years, Mr. Chairman, we have never lost 
a cutter as or had a knife broken, The ea eKee head 
is made of nereneeet tees and of very heavy fees tion, 
g. 18 your idea then that you should not have been 


required to do that kind of work with your dredge? 
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oe thins that shows in the correspondence. I wrote 
a letter to Mr.Angell explaining the position took 
in which I said that I thought sooner or later the 
conditions under which we were operating would ultimately 
cause us to embark on U natherabie repairs and would 
ultimately delay operations. 
Q. Have you got that letter? A. I have it on file, 
I have a copy at the hotel. 
Q. You wrote a Letter which you will produce presently? 
Aevevies, 1, think’ it ie addressed to Mr. Angell and 
dated December 31st: " Dredge "Cyclone", The conditions 
being encountered by dredge Cyclone and the possiblity 
of these difficulties being still further increased in 
approaching and passing through the M.C.R. bridge 
abutments, lead me to the opinion that it is going to 
prove a very tedious and costly operation and may at any 
time result in some major breakdown. 

"This morning breakages occurred on the main 
steam lines from boiler to engine owing to the excessive 
vibration set up by the main engine through pulling 4 
vacuum on obstruction in toeopipe and running away. We 
also lost part of the ring together with half of one 
biade of the new cutter yecently installed. Efforts 
to find old cutter lost on the 23rd inst. have s0 far 
been ene success although your diver has now 
completed his second search for it. 

"These breakages, however, arc of minor 
importance to what I had in mind; that is, I feel the 


conditions now being imposed on the dredge gengerally 
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may cause us sooner or later to embark on a@ grogram of 
extensive repairs. I would therefore respectfully like 
to repeat my former suggestion -" I think this is a little 
irrelevant; I made a suggestion in this letter that 
probably should not be prought in at this time, a 
simply made the suggestion that we dump the material 
sinto the griver so as to form 4 dam raising the existing 
surface of the water about three feet. 
Q. That was not done? A. No, that was just merely @ 
Bete teet {on on my part. 
Q. What should have been done before you went there to 
prevent this dejay on your part? A. 1 am not sufficiently 
versed to say what really occurred to bring about the 
teking over of the dredge Cyclone by the Hydro Commission, 
apparently they should Have used the dipper dredge or 
some other type of dredge to dig the channel so as to 
allow the dredge to approach this matérial which we 
had samples of and which we thought we were actually 
going to dig. 
TO COMMISSIONER HANEY: 
Q. Before beginning the opertion of your dredge on 
any piece of work, what is the general practice in 
testing the material that you are about to remove? 
A. I would think that some man or authority conversant 
with that type of dredge should knvv. 
Q i am apeaking of what you would do yourself? 
A. I would naturally either take soundings or samples 
so as to find out what 1 had to handle. 


Q. You would determine by foundings whether your 


dredge could go through it or not? A. Yes. 
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Q. If you could not go through it you would pave the 
way by some other means? A, Yes, 
Q- So that the dredge would float through without sericus 
interruptions or damage to the dredge? A. Yes, | 
Q. Do you know whether that was done in this case? 
A. I could not say, 
TO THE CHEIRMAN;: 
Q. You know the obstructions were not removed by the 
time you got there? A, No, the dipper dredge did 
go ahead of us, I think, on the 19th of January. 

MR. GABY: Probably I can explain that 
situation, this mattor was under discussion for - 
some weeks before the dredge was taken over there, 
as far as the Commission was concerned, and it was 
only a day or so before that the decision of the Commission 
was made as to whether we would take that dredge or not. 
Q@.- How long before was that decision made? 

MR, GABY: Only a few days. 
G. A week or two weeks? 

MR. GABY: I doubt where it was that long, 
it was under discussion for a week or two weeks, maybe} 
put the question as to whether we were going to use 
that dredge was only decided a few days before the 
instructions were issued to send the dredge on, 

COMMISSIONER J.A.ROSS: Who was opposed to it? 
A. It was a mavter of Aaenent as to whether we should 
use it or not. It was a matter of expediency, there were 
several ways in which we could have taken out this earth, we 
could have put in other dredges of a large type or 


we could have put in this one. 
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Q. Did you have a dredge expert on your staff, was 
Mr, Angell a dredge expert? A. I should gay, yes, 
he had been operating dredges on the canal for a year 
or more, 
Q. Of the same type dredge as the Cyclone? A. No, 
Q@ I had the impression that Mr.Angell was a steam 
shovel man? A, As to suction pipe I do not know what 
experience he had, as to this obgéntdbion in the river, 
my opinion is that this material was not known to be 
there, It was probably the foundation of a coffer 
dam or other things that had been put in there for 
bridge construction, 
Q. Soundings were not taken? A. Soundings were not 
taken, but the material above would not show that 
soundings were taken as far as the river was concerned, 
TO THE CHAIRMAN: 
Q. If soundings had been taken would not it have 
shown these obstructions? A. Tt might show the cribs 
were there but I do not know de: it would show that 
there were bouldersthere underlying the strata, 
Q. Mr.Bonn says the dredge eater 11 feet and there 
were only 8 feet there, soundings would have disblosed 
that? <A. We knew that it was only 8 feet, and it was 
the purpose of that dredge to dig through that material, 
that was a matter of knowledge to the staff on the job 
and to the Gommission. It was a short distance from 
that bridge to the point where the river had been 
excavated and we thought thatmme¢sbial could be taken 
out ina short time. This apparently was an old bridge 


location that nobody knew anything about, it was underneath 
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the ordinary muck in the bottom of the river, the ordinary 
dipper dredge had worked up to that and we did not know 
that there was such material there, that is the information 
I have; of course details oan be shown by men on the job. 

COMMISSIONER J.A.ROSS: Mr.Angell was in charge 
of the job for you? A. Yes, general, “superintendent, 
Q. When you finished the Lees aon the dacision 
was made, was i. in favor of bringing the dredge to do 


the work? A. Yes, I believe so, as far as Mr,Angell 


_ was concerned, he was brought over on a number of 


occasions to discuss this matter. 
Q@. Do you remember whether he was opposed to it right 
through or not? A. No, I do not think so. | 

MR. ACRES: Mr.Angell had nothing definite to do, 
his word was not final in the matter of getting that 
dredge, That dredge was brought on the work on the 
authority of two of the foremost dredgemen in Americag 
Mr.Kerbaugh and Mr,Stewart, it was on their advise, 
they examined the dredge first and report to us, 
hey reported to me the dredge they thought would 
do the job and it was largely on their recommendation 
that we took the dredge. 

COMMISSIONER J#A.ROSS: Did Mr.Angell concur 
in that? A. Yes. 

COMMISSIONER R.A.ROSS: Would this dredge 
have been a success if it had not oe these stones? 
A. We knew the depth of the water. canton feet for four 
miles in the river and we knew,of aaurcetiat there 


were only eight feet at this point and that a dredge 
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drawing eleven feet would have to dig itself through, 
Our soundings showed no indication whatever of thiése 
nests of hard material, as far as we could make out, 
they were practically from bridge abutments and masonry, 
Q. Were they all Norten ance in one sbot? <A, They 
were all concentrated in the spot because farther on 
there was no indication of anything of the kind and 
they were all covered with dirt, We knew we were likely 
to locate timbers, but nobody told uz we were likely 
to encounter masonry and concrete bridge abutments 
buried in this silt, 
@. There was not only stones? A. No; Mr. Bonn thought 
at the time he could dig it out. 

WR, BONN: I just simply judged by the material 
on the bank of the river, that is all I had to go on. 

MR, ACRES: And that is all we had to go on, 
These nests of hard material were not nnatural to the 
soil at all, they were entirely extraneous; they were 
put there by somebody. 
Q. You had no information that they wére there? 
A. If we had I still think we would have taken a chance 
on trying to put the dredge through. 

COMMISSIONER R.A,ROSS; You would not have 
- had any trouble with the suction dredge with timbers or 
boulders? 

| MR, ACRES: No, this happened to be concrete 

or sunken logs that were too long to pass between the 
cutter blade and up through the pump, 

THE CHAIRMAN: The decision to bring this 


dredge over was apparently arrived at about two weeks 
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pefore it got there, 

MR. ACRES: I was i11 in bed at the time, 

MR. POPE: The minutes of the Commission will 
a a arrived 

THE CHAIRMAN: It must have been . at 
before Mr.Bonn left New Brunswick. Whose business 
would it have been to see that the anannas was ready 
for this dredge? 

MR. AGRES ; Do you mean so that the dredge 
could get up to this place? 
Q. If you had put some other dredge at work you could 
have made a channel so that it could get through? 

MR, AGRES: No, I do not know whether we could 
Pavone it in time, I hardly think so, there was 800 
feetkx to go through, We might have got over the worst 
of it but there were two swing bridges there, the matter 
was well considered but it turned out we found these 
pera edons were there and that made the operation of the 
suction dredge difficult, 
Q. After the dredge had been set to work was it done 
under Mr. Angell's direction? 

MR, ACRES: Yes, 
Q. Is it not a fact that Mr, Angell was opposed to having 
the suction dredge proughtover? 
% UR, ACRES: No, I do not know that he was, 
TO COMMISSIONER HANEY: 
Q. You were ill during the negotiations? A. Not in 
the early fall when the matter was suggested of taking 


Tt over there. 
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Q. Did yoyhever here Mr.Angell express himself? 
_ Ae No, I cannot remember, 

MR. GABY: I do not know that he did. I know 
that Mr. Kerbaugh and Mr, Stewart and Mr.Angell were 
ieahent at a meeting of the Comm r uel bH at which this 
matter was discussed but I do not know haat nelwas 
| there when the final decision was made, 

Q@. Did you ever hear him express his opposition to 
this dredge, the Cyclone, being taken over? A. No, 
I cannot recall any expression of bopanLtion by Mr.Angell, 

THE CHAIRMAN: Did you Mr. Bonn? 

UR EDN: I cannot aye that I did directly, 
Q. Did you an any way ? “A. When we arrived at Chippawa 
and when we were unsuccessful he seemed very even 
about not being able to get through this particular 
place with the dredge and he expressed himself pretty 
freely at times about the dredge not being able to 
dredge the rock; all he said was that if he had known 
anything about suction dredges he would not have put 
her in there, that is about the sum and substance of 
what he said, He said it under circumstances that 
were rather riley. 

Q. He would be entitled to express himself? A. I do 
not think Mr.Angell realized just exactly how bie 

the dredge was before she came over, he wevrabued 
himself as very much astonished, 

Q. Did he not know the draft? A. He may have know 
ee details, put just on looking at it. 


MR. ACRES: It was a big piece of machinery; 
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wnen it got into that river it looked altogether different 
from what it did in Toronto Bay. 

WR, BONN: He did not realize that we had to 
swing 110 feet to make a clearance for ourselves to 
get through the abutment of the bridge. 
Q. What pridge? Re pALL Or tne bridges and a dipper 
dredge could work immediately ahead of itself and all 
they have to do is to dump the material into the scows 
put a dredge of this description it has to have a certain 
amount of leeway on either side to swing in order to make 
a clearance and I think that point he did not grasp 
at that time. | 
@. He did not know that? A. There are various kinds 
of dredges, there are some built in the States with a 
ledder on the front of the dredge, that swings 
independent of the dredge itseif and in that way it 
can form a clearance without actually swinging the hull 
and can work in a very confined spaced put this dredge 
had a fixed laddér. 
Q. Mr. Angell was not familiar with this tyre of dredge? 
A. He was not familiar with the details of the dredge 
in that way. 
Q. Where were the oan made? A. We have a small 
machine shop on board where we did our light repairs, 
such as valves and valve stems and friction blocks and 
bolts and so on; major repairs were made at the machine 
shop. 

MR. ACRES: There may be some misapprehension 


about the loss of that cutter, it was not lost. 
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MR, BONN: The first cutter was fot thekey 
shank sheared off probably due to a rock getting inside 
the cutter and revolving around and coming against the 
end of the key, the second mutter was broken, “We lost 
twe cutters altogether down there, the first one was 
afterwards found but the Bsn Rad dite was not. 

TO COMMISSIONER J,.A,ROSS: 

Q. What were they worth each? A. The first one we 
Lost would be worth new about $3,000 and the second one 
was one that I had brought down by motor from Toronto 
and probably would be worth about two-thirds of that, 
say $2,000. 

Q. That is all the damage that was done to the dredge? 
A, No, we also had to do certain repairs on the way up 
the river to our engine which had been badly shaken up, 
we had to rebabbit the bearings and we also had to 

heave some of the parta tightened up, it was simply 
excessive wear, 

Q. What was the extent of the damage done before you got 
to work up the river? A. We have named it all now, 
Q. What was the cost of it all? A. We ultimately 
recovered one cutter, I would say #3000 or $4,000 
would cover the 1038, 

WR, ACRES; Did that cover the overhauling 
of the engine? A. We overhauled the engine on the way oVvere 
Q. Would you consider it in Al condition? A. I would 
consider that engine in fair shape to do the work in 
Toronto, ultimately when we put a new crank shaft in, that 


was made at the machine shop, it lasted without any further 
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trouble throughout the season, so that you might say 
it was in fair shape. | 
Q. Was this damage charged up against the Hydro Commission? 
| MR, ACRES; It was charged up against the cost 
of the work, 
MR, BONN: I was not in a position to know 
that. 
THE CHAIRMAN: It was not paid by the Toronto 
Harbor Commission? si 
MR, GABY: No, we had to pay all maintenance 
on the dredge whilgit was in our possession, 
TO COMMISSIONER J,.A,ROSS:; 
Q. In addition there was the loss of time from this 
unforeseen contingency arising, have you made an estimate 
of how much time was lost beeause of the break down, 
WR, GABY: I have, taking all towing charges 
into consideration and insurance charges,in bringing 
She dredge over and the complete rental, would amount to 
between $1,200 and $1,400 a day. 
MR, ACRES: That is the type of material 
that we have been turning over to Mr,Francis. 
COMMISSIONER HANEY: What was the capacity 
of this dredge, the Cyzlone in loose material? 
MR, BONN: We did as high as 480 yards an hour, 
Q. You would not average that for the whole 24 hours? 
A. No, for probably 70% of the actual available time, 
Q. What would your average pe for 24 hours? 
A. Probably about 18 hours, 


Q. Did you work for 94 hours? A. Ona 24 hour sgehedule, 
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Q. Wwat would be the average for 24 hours? A. About 

18 hours actual working time out of that, 

Q. At 480 yards? A, Yes. 

TQ THE CHAIRMAN: 

Q. How much time did you lose through not being able to 
go up to Montrose and beging work? A. We lost from the 
12th ofpecember, we started on the 22nd and ran until 

the 15th of January on this work, I am talking of the time 
we started at Chippawa, 

Q You arrived at Chippawa on the 10th December? 

A. 10th Decémber and we started operations at Montrose 

on the 23th of January. 

Q. The delay was from the 10th of Decerber to the 

28th of January? A, Yes. 

Q. Supposing you had been able to go straight up the 
river, when would you have been able to Necuae work? 

A. Four days after arrival, 

Q. That would be the 14th of December? A. yes, ee 
all provisions had been made before hand and the where Line 
previously laid out, otherwise it would take us ten days 
because our shore line preparation would have taken that 
time, 

Q, Might the shore lines have been laid ous before your 
arrival by anyone who understood the working of your 
dredge? A. Yes. 

TO COMMISSIONER HANEY: 

Q. During that time you removed about 20,000 cubic fards 
of earth? A. Yes, about 20,000 cubic yards. 


, Qe, You removed. 20,000 yards of earth from the time you 
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arrived on the 12th of December? A. About 25,800. 
Q. From what time? A. From the 22nd of December until 
the pth of January, 

WR, ACRES: There is an element comes in there, 
our other AS was otherwise engaged until the Cyclone 
finally got to work, It was hot ET eta on of when we 
were téady for the Cyclone to be put into work, it was 
a question of getting it over here before it got frozen 
up in the canal. The Cyclone arrived at Chippawa 
sometime before we were in a hal tions i operation it 
to efficiency. If it had been at a proper time 68 the 
season in all probability we would have specified some 
day, possibly a month or six weeks later for the dredge 
to arrive at Chippawa, it was a matter of getting it 
through the canal so as to use it that winter, which 
made it necessary to have it there on the 10th ofPecenber. 
TO COMMISSIONER HANEY: 

Q. Asa matter of fact you did not think soon enough? 

A. We did not make the decision to bring the Cyclone 

over from Toronto in time to bring her over other than 
under the circumstances of great haste for climatic reasons. 
Of course the shore line could have been got ready, it 

was a matter of study, we could not decide off hand 
whether it was good business to dispose of the material 

by a suction dredge, ewane in fact we had to get the 
approval Z the Department to do that. 


Q. You would not have got through the bridges on account 


of the swing of the 6yclone? 
MR. ACRES: If the dredge ladders had been 
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long enough to project between the pliers so that we could 
have edged hee through and left here to swing, we 
might have done that, but we found the ladder was not 
longgx enough for that. | 
Q. What was the draft of the dredgéz itself? A. Ten 
and a half feet and the cutter could go down as far as 
55 feet, the dredge practically rare 11 feet of 
water to get through, 

THE CHAIRMAN: You have our letter of the 29th 
of January asking you for a number of particulars 
and Mr.Wegenast tells us none of these have been furnishéd, 

MR, ACRES; The man I commissioned to do that 
last week has been sick in bed with the flum ené pnewmonia, 
Iam trying to get some of his assistants to do it. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The copies of the monthly 
reports should be on hand? A. They are there and 
they are being taken out. | 

THE CHAIRMAN; Mr,Wegenast says he asked 
for this information verbally and then followed it 
up by writing a letter and we want the correspondence 
from the Harbour Commission, 

MR, POPE; That is all on file. 

THE CHAIRMAN: We asked to have it furnished 
to us and we have not got it yet. 

MR. GABY: This is the firat knowledge I 
have had of these things being asked for, 

THES CHAIRMAN: The letter was gent direct to 
Mr. Acres, 


MR. ACRES: I have not had time to take the 
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natter up. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The letter is dated the 29th of 
January and the information was asked for verbally first. 

MR, ACRES : That will take a long time to look 
up, it is simply a matter of looking up the old Tites 
and a lot of these files have been boxed up in the 
basement, 

MR. GABY: These files have been moved once 
or tice from one office to another. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I do not minimize the difficulty 
of getting all these things but we want you to help 
us as much as you can, 

MR, ACRES: We have made an earnest effort, 
the men are working on it today and I can give you 
some of it tomorrow. 

MR. GABY: I want Mr. Acres to point out 
that there was not réally a delay as far as commencing 
the operations in the canal are concerned, we had to 
do certain preparatyry work before that dredge could 
operate, we had to do the necessary diking for 
disposal purposes and during the interval it was 
thought that this dredge should cut its own way through 
the raver section of 800 feet during a period it would 
have to wait anyhow, so that repairs could be done on it. 
The repaira were going on from the time it left Toronto 
until it started into operation on December 22nd in the 
Chippawa Creek, 

COMMISSIONER HANEY: What waa the total 
quantity that the dredge removed after getting to 


Montrose. 
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MR.BONN: In all I think it removed about 
1,201 yards, according to the Hydro Engineer's reports. 
Q- How many days were you working up there? A. I 
could not just say, from the 28th of January to the 
4th of September. 

MR, ACRES: I do not know whether these yards 
cover the yards in the tomporary channel? 

MR.BONN: Ho, it does not, 1,352,198 yards. 
COMMISSIONER HANEY: Whet was the cost Ae 
cubic yard? A. I had no definite means of accurately 

finding out to a cent the cost per cubic yard, on my 
estimate there was, I think, 51¢ & cubic yard and I 
think it was a very fair estimate. 

T) THR CHAIRMAN: | 
q In computing the cost per cubic yard did you include 
the cost subsequent to your departure from Toronto? 

A. From the time I left Toronto until the time I got 
back, including all insurance charges. 

TO COMMISSIONER J.A.ROSS: 

Q. You say that was a fair estimate, de you mean from 
the standpoint of the work to be done there or fn 
comparison with the work that had beocn done in Toronto 
Harbor? A. TI had to allow for sho» charges, such as 
machine shop charges acainst the dvedas Por necessary 
repairs and I had to ellow e little liberally on that 


on account of the fact that I had not the oxact 


figures. 


Qqq What was the vost of the dredge in Toronto Habbor 
per cubic yard? A. They were paying tho Canadian 
Stewart Gompany,when I was operating for thom, 19y 

a yard, and they were not losing money. 


MR.GABY: That was very different Material. 
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MR. BONN: Yes. | 
Q. Thet was sand, a different proposition altogether? 
sd. Very different material. 

MR. GABY: They oould take ten times as much in 
a dey of that material as the material we were operating 
in at Montrose, it was clay. 

COMMISSIONER HANEY: Hardly ten times. 

MR. BONN: We operated faster. 

MR. GASY: 48,000 yards in one day in silt in 
Toronto Harbor. . 

; COMMISSIONER HANEY: Their maximum here was nearly 

9,000 yards. 

lik. BABY; They ran down as haw as 2,000 until 
certain improvements had been mado in the cutter. [In 
using the same type of cutter it meant we could probably 
do only 2,000 or 9,000 yards in a day. 

COMMISSIONER HANEY: We are speaking of the 
mgximum efforts of the dredge, 

COMMISSIONER J.A.ROSS: When you did finally 
arrive at the decision to bring this dredge over you 
acted very quickly? A. Yes. | 
QO. If you had not brought it over before navigation closed 
you would had to delay until the following spring and the 
loss would have deen a great ceal more than you actually 
exnerionced through putting the dredge through the 
Gifficulties that have been spoken of? 

MR. GABY: Yos, and again we thought that this 
dredge would have sufficient time while we were getting 
the disposal area ready to cut its way up the river, &8 
as to begin operations as soon as we were ready for it 
at Montrose. } 
TO THS CHATRMAN: 
G@. That plan was mupset by this obstruction? 
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WR. GABY; Hot necessarily, that time was being 
used up in preparation of this @isposal area, there was 
no actual delay, we would have to finc out as to when 
we wore ready to start. 

WHE CGHAIRMAU: If the dredge had becn able to 
cut its way through that obstruction, if if hed not 
beon for these delays, it might have got through very 
quickly? 

wR, GABY: Yes, but we would still heve to wait 
until such time as we had tne necessery hiking done end 
the @isposal area in such shape that we could go on with 
the operation and it would teke us six weeks to get 
ready before the dredge could actually commence 
overations, in getting tae dikes and overflow sections 
prepared. 

&, You would not have to have them all ready? <A. No, 
but we would nave to have sufficient reacy to start 
oporations and I think the estimato was six weeks to 

ret ready to use the dredge in actuel operation at 
Montrosée 

Q@. You seem to take a long time to get ready? A. I do 


not know how many acres one of these yards would cover, 


but we had to teke the diking machine and bre pare dikes 
to teke this water end hold it back so as to allow 


it to d@rain off, end we had s consicereble area. 


COMUTESIONER UIANEY: As a matter of fact you 


‘von fast enough when you got startod but you dia not 


start soon enough. 

Me. GARY: As fay as running is concerned, that 
was imposed uyon us by the cloning of the osnal, we would 
have talen more time to get the dredge over if it were 


not for that 2nd ive would have completed our operations 
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before the dredge got over. 
Q. ‘hat time did Kerbaugh and Stewart report to you? 
A, I should say in October or Movember, 1921; I do not 
know that they made any written report, they sinply 
inspected. 

-MR.BONN: They came dowa and looked over the 
dredge vary late in October. 

MRe GABY: Whey reported to the Prenier very 

late in October and it was reportod it would take out 
a large quantity and they elso knew of a dredge in 
Boston and it was suggested &t a lator time that we 
might use this dredge. hore were certain negotiations 
to be carried on with the Harbor Board os to the teking 
over of this dredge. » There were two transactions going 


on at the same time; in other words, the Harbor Board 
had to make its arrangement as to what it would payfor 


the dredge with the original construction company and 
relieve them of certain contracts which they had in hand; 
thoy had contracts which were mado before the ware 

MR. BOW; In 1913. 

MR.GABY: At a low rate and they had certain 
adjustments to male in connection with these contracts 
and also in connection with the »nurehnasoe of the dredge, 
these things had to be carrioed out after we had decided 
to go ahead and rent this dredgo, 

Q. When was that docision errived at? A. I could not 
say, it must have been in Movember sometime, the minutes 
will show, I think Mr. tRancise has that minute. | 

MR. FRANCIS : t camnot reoall that I nave then, 
for the moment. - 

Im. GABY: Representatives of Price, Vatsrhoues 


and Company have been going over the minutes. 
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COMMISSIONER ANEY: Vhat was the objoct of 
taking the dredge over there? 

MR, GARY: To have the oanal open for operacvions 
at the end of 1921, Sentember or Ootober,1921, otherwise 
it would have meant we would have gone over into 1922 
before we woula be able to beareetbon and it was a 
matter of judgment as to the necessity for that and the 
market requiredthst nower at the time. 

TO COMMISSIONER JeA.ROSS: 

Q. vWhat was the alternative to brinsing the dredge over, 
was it a steam shovel nroposition? A, A steam shovel 
proposition, 

4. Could the work »ossibly have been done by a steam 
shovel? A. Yes. 

®. What would »e the cost of overation ef a steam 
shovel in the same material? <A. They are higher than 
the suction drecge. 

Q@. Would iat be as high os 75, a yard ? A. Yes, they 
run higher than a suction dredge. ‘Wo kmew if we could 
get a suction dreige wo would make a much betier 
proposition and we did. 

Q@. At 5Of? A. Yes, after making certain improvements 
to the cutter we Bereta de rot better results. 

MR. GADY: That included « very high rental, 
we hac to nav, and also the cost of taking the dredgs 
over and insuring, it was very difficult to get it 
on account of the storms; the insurance premium was 
over %20,000, they had au and we could not holp 
ourselves, whe tugs charged a high rental bocause 
they felt it was an emergency vroposition and we had 
to pay whet traffic would domend = The insurance 


company was taking considorable risk in connection 


with it. 
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TO COMMISSIONER HANEY: 
Qe When was it docided to have the plant in operation in 
September? A, It was on account of market conditions 
and it was decided during October and November,1920, 

| THR CHAIRMAN: In making up the cost yer oubic 
yard, Mr. Acres, did you take into Saison the cost 
to which you will be put in connection with the dredge 
from the time it left Toronto until you got it back thero? 

MR. ACRES: It all denends to what extent you 
carry the unit cost, I think the cost I gave Mr.¥ancis 
includes that. 

THE CHATRMAN: What have you to say about this 
disposal area and the time it would take to get it ready 
for you? | 

MR. BONN: That devends on when they started. 

MR, GABY: Zhe ditch was stearte’ on the upper 
work early in January. There was a diversion carried 
out in order to establish a drainage area at Montrose 
anc that is a month after the dredge started fron 
Toronto. 

HE CHATHMIAN: You heard what Mr. Bonn seys, 
this digging was not started until JANUALY « 

MR. GASY: As I remeuber tno details there 


were cortain diversions that had to be made to take care 


of the water and certain studios had to be prepared 


as to what was the best thing to do. These things were 
going on continuously from the time the decision was 
made that we were going to use that dredge and it was 
done as rapidly as nossible naving in ming to fet 

that dredge in operation at the carliest possible 
moment « 


a From your knowledge of the disposal areas, how long 
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would it have been after the work began to get it ready 
for you to make a start? 

MR. BONN: As far as the construction end of it 
is concerned, just the actual construction, leaving 
out the negotiations enc the acquiroment of tne necessary 
land, I would say a couple of woeks would probably cover 
that end of it. . 

COMMISSIONER HANEY: As a mattor of faot how 
long did it take after they got started? A. It took 
from the first of January to do the work, we started 
up on the 20th and the work was probably ready a couple 
of days before that, about the 26th, so that would be 
about three weelts actual work. 

Mm. ACRES: Of course you must remember we were 
doing a few other things at the seme tins, we could not 
concentrate our wholo work on the Cyclone, 

COMMISSIONER HANEY: It was pretty good work 
+o get ready in three wooks, you did not start soon 
enough but you ren fast enough after you started. ; 

THE CHAIRMAN: You decided to take the dredge 
over in Octobor? 

Me. GABY:lo, Novenber. 

Q. I understood the decision of the Commission was arrived 
at at the end of October? 

Mik, GABY: No, it was in November, the matter 
wes discussed and the recommendation came to by Messrs. 
Stewart and Kerbeaugh in October, then the matter had to 
be thoroughly considered and we had to go into the 
question of where we could get a drecge, the minutes 
will show that exactly. We had two or three propositions 
as to dredges,;one, I think, was in Boston or Baltimore 


but we found we could not get anybody to undertake the 
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risk of bringing the drocge un the shore and down the 


S#.lawrence River, The next alternative was to discuss 
the matter with the Harvor Board and the contractors 
and they had to nesotiate with the contractors and 
relieve them of the tontract for eleven million yards 
that was still to be done. That was a matter of 
negotiation and I think the; did that remarkably cuick. 
Qs Did Stewart and Nerbaugh go down to Boston? 

Ae I beliove they overated the dredge, they had contracts 
in that vicinity, lr. ‘fewart ax: ‘Mr.rerbangh during 
the war were filling in cortain areas and these drecgfos 
were used and he had knowledge of it, 

TO COMMISSIONUR ReAROSS: Supposing you had sot this 
dredge in ample time, two woeks or a month, before, vou 
would have paid rental for it during that time, 

im. GABY: Yes, sir. 

Q. So that you escaned that? 

MR. GABY: Yes, , I do not know how the rental 
charges were arrived at but it was a matter of 
negotiation, 

COMMISSIONER J.A.NOl5: I do not suppose you 
wanted to start thet dredge over until you got the 
insurante settled, was there some delay in placing 

that? <A. There wos “eley there; there were a number 
of delays on account of heaving to take the matter up 
vith the insurance com-any and they had to cable to the 
61d Country and there was considereble ex »ense in 
connection with that. We aid not place the insurance 
hore. 


f&,. Oonseruently you had to negotiate over there? 


Ae Yes, 
Q. That took about a week? 
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MR, GABY: Yes, and you mst resognize that it 
was an unfavorable tine of the year to take a dredge 
across the lake. We had considerable difficulty with 
the tug companies to get tuge thet oould handle this 


dredge at thet period of the year. We had considerable 


negotiation with a towing company in Buffalo and vhis 


all head to be carried on es cuickly as possible, 
. HE CHAIRMAN; That was all after you decided 
to take it over? 
MR. GABY: Yes. | 
Q. Then it would soem thet all areparations should have 
boen made so that you could move it in proper time? 

COMMISSIOWER J.AROSS; I think their decision 
to take it over would be more or less contingent upon © 
their ability to settle the item of insurance; the dredge 
was worth a million dollars? 4. Yos. 

Q@.- You would hardly undorteke that lisbility? A. No. 

MR. ACRES: There was an immense number of things 
hanging in the balance and one thing could not be done 
until another was clearod up. 

COMMISSIONER J.A.R05S: heso all had to be 
cleared away before you had tho decks cleared to make & 
move? 

MR, POPE: Tie Cyclone was insured for 8 
million dollars and the insurance had to be offected 
by cable, wo could not insure i¢ in this country. 


COMMISSION@R J.A.2055: Was 50¢ a fart a fair 


prioe for the work done, having in mind the class of 
work donee 
MR. BONN: A very fair price. 


Q. You got value for the money you spent? 
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§R.BONN: I think they got value, better than 
they ever expected to get, or anybody expected to get. 

THE CHAIRMAN: You had an agreement by which 
you could have brought over the dredge without any 
insurance. 

MR. POPE: And take the risk of losing it. 

MR, GABBY: The agreement provided we had to 
insure. 

THE CHAIRMAH: I think you had a supplenentary 
agroenent. 

MR. POPE: We had to insure the dredge for a 
million dollars. 

THE CHATRMAN: Have you enything else to say 
as to these matters which have been taken up hero and 
as to the prevarations that were or should have been made3 

MR. BONN: I do not think so, 
Q. What is the working force on this dredge? A. We 
ran in Toronto apout 89 to 99 men, about 90 men, we 
have three ert nour shifts. 
Q. Ninety men would make three shifts? A. Yes, three 
operating crews end two land forces, we worked on land 
on & ten and twelve hour day. One shift works ten hours 
and the othor twelves end the tther tio hours are taken 
up in neal times. 
4. Have you a tug? A. We have & tug with two crews, 
night and day crew on it, in Toronto all the time, we 
could operate a littis lighter here. ' 

MR. ACRES: THe maximgyn crew on that dredge 
was Only 90 meu during the hardest work you did. 

MR. BONN: We did not have @ tug here which 
saved ten men but I think we hed ton men additional 


on our force on account of the difficulty with the 


‘ ‘ 
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disposah area. ie had mMome handling of pipe to do on the 
shore end than we usually had in Toronto and we had to 


increase that force somewhat. 

MR. ACRES: I had no idea that we wore opcrating 
with a orew that was any greater than was in Poronto 
Harbor because 90 was our meximum oroew including all 
the shore foroe, we started with about 50 men at Chippawa 
at the bridge there and when we got into the full 
production at Montrose we had 90 men, 

Q. Did Mr,Angell tell you of any plan he had for 

getting over the diffioulties you have vold us of with 
regard to the rivor? A. Wo, sir, all he waid was that 

the work on which tho dipper was engaged at that time was 
more essential than getting the dredge up the river and 

I simply pointed out that if we did not get up there 

soon we would not be @ble to get up there that winter 

on acoount of the season of the voar. 

Q. Where was the dipper dredge? A. Working on the intake 
at that time. 

MR. ACRES: Ve had to reviso our program to 
meet unforeseen conditions, I happened to be in ded at 
thet time. I took ill the latter vart of November and 
I did not report vo work again until Tebruary. 

COMMISSIONER HANSY: What was the plan for 
doing the work before you decided to bring over the 
Cyclone? A. Dry excavation, we figured that our 
railroad shovels covld take that section after they 
pulled out of the out in the rock section. 

Q. day did you alter that pian? 4. We figured we coulda 
continue to meke use of these small shovels in the 
oxcavation at JTundyts Lane and we would be able to 

remove them to take uy the earth section and do the 


work in that way. 
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%. Supposing you had not brought the Cyclone over would 
you have besyable to complete the work within the time? 
A. No, I do not think we would have, I think it would 
have been impossible. 

TO THE CHAIRMAN: ' 

G. You have heard the evidence given here this morning 
ebout the prevailance of booze on the job and bootlogsing, 
did you have any experienoe of that? 

MR. BONN: When we started at Chipvawa we had 

a little trouble from one or to men and we ‘ust 

-sinvly oliminated them from the organization and an 
dmprovement was manifest right away. 

Q. Did you make any observation of it generally upon 

the work going on at the cenal? A. fo, sir, i¢ was one 
@hing that was anparently very oasy to procure. 

Q. It was easy to »rocure? 4. Apparently, but I do 
not think it affected the drodging to any oxtent whatever. 
Q. What do you mean vy being easy to procure? A. Before 
we took the measures and laid these men off that I have 
mentioned, they apparently coulé get all they wanted 

of it. 

Q. And bring it on the dretge? 4. ‘hey never brought 
it actually on the dredse, they brovght 1t into the 

camp end thore was only one means of hanéling it and 


that wes to gat rid of the men that brovght it in and 


nite rt re tie 4 


by that means it was practicaly eliminated to such on 
extent that we did away with it. ‘ve did not have 


any more thon we would have hed in Toronto after that. 

TO COMMISSIONER MAREY: 

). Which was plenty? A. JZ do not think it was actually 
whiskey they got, I think it was a hard type of cider, 
the effect is just the game. 


Q. Was it effectivo? 3. Yes, it was effective a1] right. 
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TO THE CHAIRMAI: 

Q. What reason have you to think it was sold in the 
camp? A. I do not think it was sold in the camp; I 
do not believe it was sold in the cexap, I think it was. 


.. simply brought in in flasks or a pocket load and @ few 


convivial souls got together and Grank it up, Ido ~ 
not think it gained any further proportions than that. 
Q. Have you anything to say about scoommodation for 
yourself and your men? A. We had considerable trouble 
at Chippawa on account of the condition of the camp. 

Q. What do you mean about the conditions in the camp? 
A. The camp wes not clean, not by any means; I stayed 
there because I certainly had accommodation in the bone 
house which we converted into an office next door, I 
stayed at the camp for the simple reason that I would 
not have been able to keep the men there if I had not. 
Q. Why? A. Because the conditions were such that they 
would not ah | / 


9. What oonditions? A. The place was overrun with 


peok-rosohes and beetles and other vermin. 

Q. In the sleeping quarters? A, Yes, both in the 
dining room and kitchen and Sleeping quarters. ‘the 
men simply would not stand for it, that is all there 
was to it. 

Q. Was there much dissatisfaction amongst the men? 
A&A. Yes, if accommodation could have been sooured in 
Chip awa they would have gone, in fact all the men 
thet could procure accommodation outside did so, some 
of them lived on the dredge during the time she wes in 
operation down there, in preference to going to camp. 


Qe. Was there any other objectionable features in the 


‘camp except cock-roaches and insects? A. There was no 
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proper cook to prepare the meals , that was, however, 
remedied when I took it up with ify. Angrell,whe kad on. 
my recommendation employed a cock we broughYover on the 
dredge and he was paid by Mrs,Gaston who had charge 

of the camp and things were very much better after that. 
Q.- Were the ganitary conditions all right? A. Yes, 

I think so, as good as could be provided in those 
quarters. 

Q.- Who was in charge? A .I bolieve a Mrs.GAston. 

her husband lived there and four or five men at thet 
time. 

MR. GABY: In other words this camp was 
carried on by outside parties who took contracts 
with the men for their hoard and lodging. 

MR. DOWN: I believe so. 

MR. GABY: And the camp was rented and as I 
understand thet cam: had been a foreign canp previous 
to that time and was only used temporarily during 
the neriod tho dredge was down at Chippawa | 

COMMISSIONER J.AROSS: Did Hydro oxercise 
any Supervision over that cam? 

MR. GARY: We did to a certain extent,as far 
as the food is converned wo just have to invostigate 
such things and tx7 and got better conditions from the 
contractors. 

O. Have you anything to say about negotiations and 
conferences you had with Mr.Angell about the way in 
which you were to do the work and tho amount of 
work and so on? 

MR. BOMNW: I do not think Mr. Angell ever 
dictated the way of doing any of the work, he said 


you have got to start there and dig a certain amount, 


steal a0 and, 
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There was only one occasion end that wes in that excess 
shannel into the canal, he apparently had an idea that 
the dredge oould tale & very mach narrower cbannel than 
ghe could to clear herself, and I took that matter up 
with him and wa actually dug the channel as I sugested. 
N, When you decided on the course of the work? A. He 
told me where to start and what depth to dig and go on, 
as time progréssed Mr. Angel callei around every 
morning between nine and ten o'clock, sometines earlier 
aad sometimes later, and I would simply give him a note 
of my yrdbabie yardage for the day and the delays and 


meade any cortplaint I had to make at that time. 


Q. Hid Mr.Angoll had much experience in work of this kind? 
A. Ho told me personally that ne had not, I do not lmow 
whether he told me that for any reason or not but he 


told me he mew nothing sbout it, that was practically 
his words and ho wanted moe ta Hy Seat in evory way” 
with him and to do the work efficiently, which I aid: 

to the best of my ability. 
Q. In giving directions to you to the extent that he dia — 
aid he ever make any mistakes? A. There was no occasion 


to make a mistake because the work was all very straight 
forward, the only place we had any excovtion, he allowed 


me vO go through the excess channel because I told him 

we would have to tale twice as much material as he figurd 
on to get in and he told me he had based his figures on 
certain cross sections made up by the engineers and I talked 
this matter over with him and hed a little cross gection 
made showing the difference betwoon the two, That is the 
difference in the width of gut in order to enable the 
dredge to swing. The upper one shows the minimum out 


that could be made with the dredge operating vith the 


spuds down, that is swinging from the roar ond, a very 
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dangerous way of handling that particular machine. ‘The 


upper one is the one in which the spuds would be used 


to take it through and the proper Waye 
9. He wanted you to do it the way shown in the upper 


as #. Yos. 

Q. Hed you any trouble getting through the Michigan 
Central Bailway Bridge? A, We hed delay there on 
account of some piles in the botton of the river that 
had to be renoved. 

Q. If these had been removed ahead of time you would 
have had no difficulty in getting through? A. No. 

@. Tell me what passed between yourself? and Mr,Angell 
in connection with that? A. We had passed up the 

river the aay before. ; 
9. When wes this? A. About tho 16th of January or the 
18th of January. We arrived at the bridge and I had 

the dredge all set ready and I had a heavy cable Through 
to e point higher up the river so as to pull the dredge 
through. There was about four inches of ice formed in 
the river and that made it necessary to do that. on 
giving a signal the bridge was swung and the train stopped 
on the M.C.R. bridge and I proceeded to heul the dredge 
through and just on entering the counts we came to 

a final stap and I hunted sround for an explanation of 
whet had stopped us ond I found a pile sticking up in 
the water. Mr.Angell happened to come along and 

wes very anxious to get us through the bridge on 
account of the train service being 2elé up and he 

&asked me wnat the trouble was and I told him there was 
a pile there and he said,"One pile won't make any 
difference to that outfit, pull it over". So I told 


him that the strain taken on the cable at that time was 
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such that I was satisfied it was more than one and 1¢ 
was just questionable whether I would be eavle to pull 
nal® through and then get stuck. I hed no cabhe out 
in the rear so as to be able to pull out again and in 
that oase it might tio up traffic for a day or more. 
Ge then agreed that we should pull back and he got divers 
to ovt off, I think, 19 viles in the bottom of the river 
of varying heights from the bottom. 1 had them all cut 
off Ll feet from the water and then we passed through 
tho bridge without any accident at all in the matter of 
a minute. 
Q. The channel had not been surveys: to determine the 
dopth? A. After the piles were cut off we got an old 
piece of two inch pine and swont the channel to make 
sure there was nothing there. I was afrigd there night 
be some piles a little farther up the river but there 
were not any. 
TO MR. GABY: 
Q. How much did you cut off tae piles? A. I think there 
were 19 piles, they varied in hight, they had been used 
for the centre of the bridge when it wes boing built, 
there was one sbout two feet below the water and several | 
six feet and some of tiem they just cut a few inches off. 
Q. You were brought from St.Johus os an expert operator 
of this dredge, to handle the drodze for the Commission? 
A. Yese 
Q- You had full. charge of the overations as far as the 
dredge was concerned? A. Yes. 
Q. And the handling of the dredge? <A. Yes. 
Q. You had full charge of the shore men and the dredge 
men? A. YeSe 
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that cross seotion, we had a cross section that would answer 
our purpose but it had to be changed on account of the 


dredge. 


, : MR. BONN: We had prearranged between us, he 
would ask me how much I thought I could make that day 
and I would naturally tell him. Wa worked right along 


under a certain mutual arrangement, I do not know how 


woe started it but we worked that way Baked onde whee 


the whole time. I would tell hin/ say 
would make each day and when I came to discuss these 

cross sections thet came into consideration and it was 

s& mitual arrangement between us and I would tell him 

how much we went ahoad each day. 

; MR. ACRES: When you firs started to operate 
there you found that the outters as originally designed 
did not give the production the Harbor engineers thought 
they would? A. Yes. 

9. Nor. Wilson and Mr.Mitchell told me personally the 
best we could expect out of the machine was 4,000 yards 
aday? A. Yes. — 

Qe We got up to 6,000 yards a dey? A. Yas. 

TO COMMISSIONER HADEY: 

Q. You practically worked 200 working days, you did not 
work Sundays? A. Yes. 

. That would be 6,500 yerds a day? A. Yes. The matter 
of the cutter was a matter that wes discussed almost from 
the very day we arrived at Chippawa and Mir. Angell was 
always talking about the cutters, he had an idea a dredge 
could handle more, as far as our pump and discharge was 
concerned, if she could only get out into the pipe to 
stert with and when we got into this out I told him I 
thought we coulé put some teeth on the cutter. We were 


very much perturbed by the amount of drift that we were 
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forcing the dredge on the out, the strain on the spuds 
was terrific, so moh so that we put a cable ahead to 
relieve the strain on the spuds. He suggested putting. 
some wings on in front. I was in favour of the rosa. 
cutter and the buocyrus cutter with fixed teoth. He had 
bhree blades ‘put on the cutter at the machine shop and 
they were oartially a success, but they were not strong 
onourh to stand the strain. We then ued five teeth put 
on each blade of the cutter. They were clamped on, it was 
& mengenese stecl cutter and we could not bore it. It was 
such an improvement that we took the other cutters back 
and put on ten teeth and I think we sot as high as about 
16 teeth on a cutter with a marked improvement each time, 
but that was the limit. Wo increased our yardage from 


280 yards-an hour to 489 with that one improvement at 
that tine. . The dredge got then to the other limit, 


we dug more than we could aotually hancle with the 

pump and we began to get oscillation in the discharge 
because material would pack at the end of the line and 
discharge at seriods and set up fibration on the line. 

Q. What norcentage of solids did you set through that 
pipe? A. I @o not think uveh nore than £0 on ony of 
our very high discharge material, some became lLochkod 

at neriods in the line with the water between. 

Q. Did you use a booster at all? A. Fo, we aia not use 


a booster, a booster was discussed at one time but I believe. 


never used. 
TO Ts CILAIRMAN: | 
9. I think it was suggested by Mr.Acres that there might 
have beon a vertical cut? A. Wo. 
im. ACRES: Vertical sills. 
cut 
MR. BOM’: We did not get in sideways, we could 


not, we simply ellorved the material to assume its own breakage 
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or cleaverages 

COMMISSIONER HAM ay? You would not put a slope on? 

MR, ACRES: Yo. 

 ~THE CHAIRMAN; was there anything in connection 

with Mr.Angell’s menagement which hindered or helped you 
in your work over here? A. I do not think so, Mr. Chairman, 
my relations were very nice mostely all the time, we nad 
quite a few arguments about different things but I think 
that was merely coincident with the work. 
Q. Wheat about the norbun cutter? Ae Tt was suggested to 
me by Mr.Angell one day that an open-ended eutter would be 
pester and I went so far as to take this matter up with the 
Cenedian Stewart Company, the Atlantic Gulf and Pacific 
Cormeny end varicus other coneens and with men which I 
Kmew had experience in this type of work and they were all 
favorable to the norbum cutter. 
Q. What is the norbum cutter? A. it is made up of a hub 
on which project spokes, the bisdes are fastened to the 
spokes near the front but they project bevond the spokes 
shout a couple of feet and form what we ealyan open et 
tT simply reported my evidence to the Iydro Electric and 
wes told later on they had placed an order for a norbum 
gutter which we tried out on the wor's unsuccessful. 

i, 4GRES: ib. Bonn does nuts know the history 
of that. 

MR.BONN: I cdo not Enow whet heypenei in the 
office or amrthing about the history of it. 1 was 
sinply concerned-with my own end of it, I was anxious 
not to get the cutter because I had ncard unfavorable 
reports of it. 

wR, ACRES: That came up earlier in the gane 


before we found ous what an ordinery rial of evitter could 
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do with teeth and the question arose of different types 

of cutters, the norbum cutter ana the bucyrus cutter, there 
was a question as to which was best. Mr. Stwwart, as I 
recollect it was very partial to the norbum cutter. 

@. For working in clay? A. Yes, end he thought the 
norbum cutter would likely give better satisfaction and 
the result of the controversy was that we gave an order 
for one of coach type, the bucyrus and the norbum. One 

of the main reasons we ordered the norbum cutter was the 


fact that they could make immediate delivery, the | 
vucyrus cutter, although wo got prices on it, thoy could 


not give it to us in time, otherwite we would have had 


one of each type of outter on the job to experiment with 
and see which wes best for the work. We wero not in a 
position to compare the norbum. cutter with the buoyrus. 
We cot our own tyve of cutter which Mr. 4ngoll put at work 
in time suocessfuly 30 that it was not necessary for ) 
us to buy either but wo had got the norbum cutter in time. 
9. Do you know anything about the pewie aac the way 

it worked before you came on? A. I just saw the aauiae 
way working there and we passea under it wo the river 

and I think we rassed over it going down; outside of that 
I had no experience with the CanGL an. 

Q. low did it work? A. It was just an ordinary aabiee 
wey with a olam, I do not imow now it worked. 

Q. I mean as far ag efficiency is concerned? A. I 

could not say. 

Q@. Have you had any experience with anything of that i-ind? 
A. I have hed e little experience with Aaaredons but 
they were on totally differont work, they were handling 
‘stone from a quarry, I never saw one with a edetten on it. 


Qe Did you form eny opinion as to whether this was properly 
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foénstructed and set up to do the work required? 
At I could not with aziy authority say anything about it. 
Q. Did you know anything about itgsecord before you 
come on? A. No. I know it was supposed to take the 
stuff right up to Montrose Bridge and that is all I 
was supposed to know about it, I understood it was 
doing it half across a section of the river for the 
dredge to proceed; although it was constructed for 
that purpose I suppose it was practically abandoned, 
UR, ACRES: Tiburnt down. 
Qe When was it burnt down? 

MR. ACRES; Sometime in the early part of 
1921, September,1921, | 
Q. Did you have any difficulty about getting your 
supplies or repairs? A. No, we had a Little delay 
on small repairs but nothing to seriously interfere 
with our work, 

Q. Was that remedied? A. Yes, we took that up with 
the various departments and I think it worked all right 
I do not think we had any more than would occur on 
ordinary work of that kind. 

Q. What was the total amount paid for the dredge? 

A. That I cannot Say. 

Mm, ACRES; We would pay them $250,000 and 
the rest was the cost of operation and maintaining 
and handling the dredge from the time it came there. 

WR, POPE: They dispensed with their own 
dredge for the summer, — 


MR. GABY: I could not tell you the total 


amount $250,000 we paid direct, it will be in the records 
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of the Commission. 
COMMISSIONER HANEY: $1,400 a day while it 


was operating would be $280,000 and the balance would 


be the cost of getting the dredge over and your unit 


price per yard would include all these expenses. 

MR, BONN: Yes, I think we figured about 
$50,000 wo cover insurance and towing and taking her 
there and back and covering all charges, that would 
pe $300,000. 

TO THE CHAIRMAN: 

Q. You have a record of your daily work from the 
beginning to tne end? A. Yes, we have these monthly 
reports and they are entered eackday from the daily 
report from the dredge, divided into three eight-hour 
periods. 

Q. Are they on record in the Hydro office? A. These 
are copies they gave me from tracings I made from them. 


TO COMMISSIONER R,A.ROSS: 


Q. We can get all that information from the Hydro 


office? A. I think so. 

TO THE CHAIRMAN: 

Q, You might let us have yours so that we can check 
them over? A. These are simply blue prints from the 
original copies and I held a copy on my fi 18. 


WR, ACRES: These have no definite rejations 


to the engineers!’ estimates. 
Q. Who ordered this norbums cutter. 


UR, ACRES: I presume the Commission, it was 


on my recommendation. 
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Q. Was the matter taken up with Mr.Bonn to find out 
evasion it would work or not? A. I do not know whether 
it was or not. 
Q. Was it, ur. Bonn? 
| WR, BONN: Only so far as Mr. Angell and I 

discussed it between us and I told him I was going to 
get this information and I got it and forwarded it to him. 
Q. Your information showed that it would not operate 
guccessfully? A. It was an unfavorable report but 
they simply turned around and told him to wire and he 
got a reply that the cutter we had was better than 
the norbum and that was our experience with the cutter 
in Toronto Harbor, we had one there and it was 
unsuccessful bhava and we sent that to Virginia and 
it was unsuccessful there and there was only one 
conclusion to come to. 
Q. Did you tell Mr. Angell that? A. Yes, it is on 
record. 
‘Q. Notwithstanding that he went ahead and got a norbum 
cutter? A. I do not know whether they had my decision 
before they got it or not. 

MR, ACRES: I think we knew that at the time 
it was ordered, | , 

THE CHAIRMAN: What did it cost? 

MR, ACRES; $450,000, 
Q. How long was it used? 

*R, ACRES; I do not think more than a half day, 

MR, BONN: I think we used it about two days, 
we gave it a thorough trial. 


Q. What was done with Lt? 
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UR, ACRES: I think it is still here, we wanted 

to see if we could not speed the dredge up. 

TO COMMISSIONER R.A.ROSS: 

Q@. You might have bought some other cutter or developed 
@ cutter of your own which as a matter of fact you did? 
Re Les. 

Q. By doing that you increased the capacity of that 
dredge over twice? A. Yes, the norbum cutter was what 
you might sani @ well considered mistake, we did it to 
see that we were not overlooking anything to get the 
work out of that dredge. | 

THE CHAIRMAN: It seems to me it would have 
peernfell to have conferred with the man actually working 
on he dredge before ordering it. 

MR, ACRES: We did, I knew what Mr.Bonn!' said; 
what I said was I was not sure that I consulted Mr, Bonn 
before we orderéd the cutter, 

Q. Wha Mr, Bonn asked to pay for it? 

MR, ACRES: No. 

Q. Was there any demand on you for that, Mr. Bonn? 

WR, BONY: No, the only thing is Mr. Angell 
thought at the time and practically expressed himself 
very forcibely that I should have taken it over on the 
agreement they made with the Harbor Commission to accept 
all parts and spare parts beight for the dredge at 
invoice cost that had not been used, that was the 
only thing and I said, "Why, no, I would not stand for that. 
Q; Did you accept it? A. No, sir. 

COMMISSIONER J.A.ROSS: Mr.Angell waa the steam 


shovel man and he never nothing about your dredge, having 
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that in mind, did he in your opinion, place any RpTo cS 
of any kind or any handicap at ae time, in your way? 
A. I would not say that he did that, nos, sir, he may 
not have takan my point of view, 
Q. That was due to his lack of knowledge of your machine? 
MR. ACRES: I would not say that by any means, 
MR, BONN: I think anybody is going to have a 
difference of opinion on a job like that, they are 
bound to have. I have my opinion about how a thing 
ought to be handled and he has is, and it is just a 
question who has- got the last say. 
WR, ACRES: There are matters of handling the 
men and that has got nothing whatever to do with expert 
knowledge of the dredge. I think it is in respect 66 
_ these matters that there was ee ee rere ay ange 
between Mr. Angell and Mr. Bonn, as far as technical 
knowledge of working the dredge and expert knowledge 
of working the dredge, I don't think Mr. Bonn can point . 
to any instance where Ir. Angell interfered with are: 
it was simply matters of orgenization, matters of 
general carrying on of the job, that there were differences, 
and there are bound to be differences, 
COMMISSIONER HANEY: I suppose, aa a matter of 
fact, Mr. Angell never had any experience in working 
this dredge? 
MR. ACRES: No. 
MR; BONN: I simply hag his word for it, 
ne said he did not know the first thing about it and 


I agpepted that, he may have referred to that particular 
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machine, 

COMMISSIONER J.A.ROSS: If I were a steam shovel 
man and somebody came along with something I knew nothing 
about, I would feel jealous about the cost of production 
of that new element. If my cost was 75¢ and I thought 
the other fellow was going to do it for around 50¢ or 
below,my price, I would feel jealous about it. 

MR. ACRES: Mr. Angell was not that kind of 
a type, he was anly too anxious to see that dirt mee 
out as cheap and as far as it possibly could come, 

MR. BONN: We had considerable discussion 
about coal, he would say"I do not see why you should 
pet any better coal than the rest of the plant," 

COMMISSIONER J.A.ROSS: Mr.Bonn has said 
that Mr. Angell showed no opposition. 

MR. ACRES: Had you ever done any digging in 
clay before? 

MR. BONN: We had a certain mmount at Sunnyside, 
as a matter of fact, we did not do very much of it. 

Qe Frankly it was more or less a new problem to you? 

MR. BONN: Of course there was just the handling 
of the dredges as efficiently as possible and the matter 
of developing the cutter was a matter of evolution, we 
Ceped a wing and then we tried five teeth and we found 
the results a little better and simply multiplied it 
until we got what we thought was the maximum. 

| MR, ACRES: It was really a new job as far 
as you were con¢erned? 


. 


WR, BONN: The conditions were very unique. 
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In the first place we worked all winter, never did that 
pefore and it was a very serious matter in a great many 
ways, There were a lot of conditions came up that I 
had never tackled before in connection with handling 
pontoons in the ice and numerous other things; the dredge 
had not been constructed to run in the winter. | 

WR, GABY: We looked around to get the most 
expert. eyperater we possibly could for that class of 
equipment and we sent a wire to 8t.Johns, through Mr. 
Betray: We discussed the matter as to where we could 
get the most expert man to handle material of that kind 
and that very drgdge and we dmproyed Mr.Bonn for that 
purpose as an expert handler of that equipment. Mr. 
Angell is General Superintendent of all opérations, 
he is an expert on all kinds of equipment operating 
under him and Mr.Bonn was an expert on this particular 
piece of oqusmatt Any disputes they had, I guess, 
was a matter of organization and things of that kind 
and in order to get out more dirt he was anxious to 
. get this canal Ae We were pushing everybody to 
get it done on a given schedule which we had set out 
to follow. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Who was the expert he had 
under him accustomed to the kind of work ur, Bonn Was 

doing? 

MR, GABY: Mr. Bonn, he was the expert on 
suction dredges and recommended to us by contractors 
with whom he had been emp}oyed previously. 


Q. I thought he was in the employ of the Harbor Commission? 
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MR. GABY: No, he was in our employ during 
this period, we took over all the staff of the Harbor 
Commission and Mr, Bonn had the choosing of his own 
expert men which he had. employed probably previously 
with him, tho handling of the whole work was under his 
jurisddction. 

MR. ACRES: Mr. Bonn had the standing of 
Divisional Superintendent on the work. 
Q. Was he under you? 

mR, ACRES; Only as far as I had direction 


of the work, 


~~-Adjourned at 1 P.M, until 2 P.M. 
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NIAGARA FALLS, FEBRUARY 6tn,1923. 
2:30 P. M. RESUMED. 

THE CHAIRMAIN: I understood you to say this 
morning, Mr. Gaby, that one reason for the apandennent 
of that cable line was the fire? 

WR. GABY: That was the principal reason for 
the abandonment, - 

Q. When did that fire take place? 

WR, GABY: In the fall of 1921. 
Q. That was after the Cyalone got through? 

MR, GABY: The Cyclone did not do any thing 
a that locality, probably that was after the Cyclone 
got through; they had not been operating for some time. 
Q. It was practically abandoned at that time? A. As 


far as operation is concerned, 
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Q. So that even if the fire had not taken place you 
would not be using it? A. I cannot say, it was a slow 
process, 
Q. Where was the material taken out at Chippawa dumped? 

MR, BONN: In the Niagara River, 
Q. Was all that was taken out at the time you met 
with these obstructions dumped in the Niagara River? 
Ramu res: pacar only speak of the matérial taken out 
when I was there. 
QQ. The Niagara River was used as a dumping ground? 
A. While I was there, yes. | 
Q. Is there anything that you would Like to speak 
about that you have not touched upon? A. I do not think So. 
Q. Did you have a strike at all while you were over there? 
A, We had more than one, we had one when we were at 
Chippawa and one later on during the adjustment of wages, 
about the middle of the summer of 192l. 
Q. What was the cause of the first strike? A. Well, I 
think ¢t was absolutely the condition in which the men 
were living that purtipitated the atrike. ‘They did not 
want to live in that particular camp, that was the whole 
question and they objected to pay eight dollars and some 
odd cents a week for food pais Dieu nes they were 
getting, I think it was chiefly among the firemen and oilers. 
Qe Was that the camp you were speaking about this 
morning? A. Yes. 
Q. How did you settle that? A, They received an increase, 
Q. What was the cause of the second strike? A. It was 


the adjustment of wages on the wyole canal. 
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Q. That was when the general strike took place on ee 
canal? A. This was, I think, a year later, this was 

in 1921, I do not believe there was a strike at that 

time on the works, there was a strike, I mersevd ton 
the dredge but there was not a general strike, That 
strike was precipitated by the fact when the 10% reduction 
took effect, I made the 10% reduction retroactive on the 
pay these firemen and oilers oie receiving at the time 
the dredge came to Chippawa and disregarided thisr question - 
of strikes entirely and they thought I was unjust and 
that I was giving them more than the same percentage 
as the other men, I explained that to them and we 
came to a mutual agreement about one day later, 

THE CHAIRMAN; We will very likely want to 


call you, Mr. Bonn, later in Toronto, 


CAPT.ALBERT H, FOOTE, 
TO THE CHAIRMAN: 


Q. You were captain of the Cyclone? A. Yes, sir, 

Q. You heard what Mr. Bonn said most of the time this 
morning? A. Yes. 

Q@. You heard what he said about the machinery and the affect 
it had and the work that had to be done in the Chippawa 
River in order to get up? A. Yes, 

Q. What do you say about that? A. It is correct. 

Q. Was the machinery seriously jarred? A. Considerably, . 
with the rocks and obstructions, and the cutter head. 

Q. Perhaps you would explain just what the injury was 


and the affect it had on the general working of the dredge? 
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A. Well, when these rocks got at the mouth of the 
suction they closed off everything to the pump, 
thereby causing the engine to run away, it would probably 
make 300 or 400 or 900 revolutions for probably a minute 
or two minutes, it is very hard on the machinery. 
Q. Did you Live in the camp that we have heard about? 
A. One week, 
Qe Why didn't you stay there? A. Conditions weré not good. 
Q. Why were not the conditions remedied if they were 
so bad?) A. I could not tell you that. 
Q, Bid this continue to be the condition as long as you 
were there? A. The conditions at Montrose were much better 
than they were at Chippawa. I stayed in the camp at 
Montrose. 
Q. Did you ea s in contact with any bootleggers 
there? A. Not personally. 
Q. What were the conditions generally through the camp 
with regard to vootleggers? A, There was gome Liquor 
at Chippawa. 
Q. Was there more down there then any parts? A. I pelieve 
our camp at Montrose we better with regard to Liquor. 
Q@. Do you mean there was more? A. Less. 
Q. How dia 4+ get there? A. 1 have not any idea, 
Q. It got there all right? A. Apparently. 
g.° Could it be pought pretty freely? ein a ew eo 
bought any myself and I could not say. 
Q. How would the men get it, did the people sell it 
there or did they have to g0 out and gét it? A. I could 


not say to that either. 
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Q What was the affect generally upon the éfficiency of 
labour ugon the canal? A, I could not say for the can&l, 
for the dredge it did not make much difference, we had 
probably a couple of cases of men who got drunk and they 
were dismissed, I do not think it affected the dredge any. 
Q. Aftér that did you have any trouble? A. Practically 
none, 
Q. Is there anything further that you would like to say? 
A. No, not that I can think of, 
Q. I think Mr. Bonn covered the ground pretty well, 
was there anything that he has not touched on that you 
think would have any bearing on our inquiry? A. I do 


not believe so. 

MR, ACRES: There is a point that has not been 
sufficiently emphasized, that camp at Chippawa was purely 
ant emergency pu it fas originally a foreigner's camp 
and the men were put there because there was no accommodation 
ae them in the village and there was no other place to 
put them, I am quite willing to suppose that Capt Bonn 
is correct in saying what he did, we had no other place 
to put the men, we had better accommédation at Montrose 
pecause we had a place for them, 

THE CHAIRMAN: How long was that camp continued 
at Chippawa? 

MR. ACRES: There had been a camp there ever 
since the cable was started, that was in the fall of 1918, 
it was a fairly old camp. | 
Q. It was continued up to when? A. off and on it has 


been used ever since, I do not think it.is being occupidd 


now, 
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Q. Of course you know the condition of the camp has 
something to do with the contentment of the men? A. Yes. 
g. If things were so bad that they had to eat cock-roaches? 
MR, ACRES: It is no joke and we did not attempt 
to impose conditions Like that on the men when it was ane 
absolutely necessary but there was no other accommodation 
avaiable for these men, the village was too small for them 
to board privately. 
ine ee igs claimed that the men who waited on the table 
were very dirty? A. That might be, 
WR, BONN; The only trouble that I had was 
that Mr.Angell felt that we had to Speuane mattrasses 
from that camp up to the new camp and Mr.Angell and 
T had a sharp difference of opinion on that point 
and I eventually had my way. 
WR, ACRES: That is merely an incident, 
apparently Wr.Bonn wanted to have new mattresses. 
COMMISSIONER HANEY: What was your system of 
camp inspection? 
WR. ACRES: We had men continuously employed 
on camp inspection. 
a OT ganitary and general conditions? A. Sanitary 
and general conditions, he was an highly qualified man 
ana he reported to the doctors, he wagfinder the control 
of the doctors and the only control the superintendent 
exercised over him was simply in the matter of co~ 
ordinating his work. That man is still employed; he 
name is Neame, ne had a staff of nearly 30 men. 


Q. Would this man made 4 report of his inspection and 
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what conditions he found? A. He would and he may have 
Peter ted! the conditions of thé camp. 

Q.° Was Dr.Gray called in? A. 1 believe Mr.Bonn called 
in Dr, Gray. 

MR, BONN: I understood that Dr. Gray wags the 

Provincial Officer of Health there and I called on him 

one time and asked him to look into the cordat tous of 
the camp and I believe I suggested to him at that time 

that the camp should be closed and fumigated or something 
like that. I did not put anything in writing. I believe 

it wags just on an occasion I me¢é Dr,Gray, I did not 
make a special visit but I took the matter up with him 
and Dr.Gray suggested a remedy for getting rid of the cock- 
roaches, which was very unsuccessful, it was not successful 
enough at any rate to eliminate them. 
Q. Did you ask Dr.Gray to have the camp closed? 
A. I merely suggested that he should fumigate the camp 
put it was not done. 


Q. Did he give any reasons for not doing it? A. WNo,sir. 


WILLIAM TERRY. 
TO THE CHAIRMAN: 
Q. What is your position on this dredge? A. I was 
gent over by the Toronto Harbor Commissioners as Inspector. 
Q. Inspector of the work it was doing over here? A. To 
look after the machinery and see that it was kept up in 
repair and that the dredge went back to Toronto in as 
good condition as they received it and I made a daily 
report to Toronto. 


Q. Have you got copies of those reports you made? 
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A. Ne, I have not, 
Qe You were then in the employ of the Commission here? 
As No. 
Q. You were always employed by the Toronto Harbor 
Commission? <A, ‘Yes. 
Q. I suppose Mr. Terry's salary would be paid by the 
Comnission? 
MR. POPE:,No. 
| MR, TERRY: I got my pay from the Harbor 
‘Commission. | 
TO THE CHAIRMAN: 
Q. You haveheard what has been said bbout this celebrated 
5c at Chippawa? re Yes, 
Q. Were you ever in the camp? A. No, sir, I never 
lived there, | 

Q. Do you know anything about it? A. Not personally, 
just what I have heard. 
Q. What did you hear? A. I heard the camp was in very 
bad condition and there was a lot of dissatisfaction 
amongst the men, I heard them complain from time to time, 
that is avout all I can say. 
Q.» Did you hear your own men complain? A. Yes. 

WR. ACRES: It is just hearsay on your part? 
Aa YOs's 
Q. Did you live here Anatimuousiy while the dredge was 
in operation? A. Yes, from December 6th, 
Q, What about the pootlegging? A. I do not know 
anything about it, 


Q. Did you hear anything about it? A. I cannot say that 
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ss did, not personally. 
-Q. Was there anything that you specially brought out 
in your report to the Harbor Commission which had any 
bearing on the work? A. Well, I made out daily reports 
and reported the condition of the dredge and any breaks 
on it; I made a special report of that. 
Qe Did you report these breaks we have heard about? 
Se LES, 

MR, AORES: Did you express to the Toronto 
Harbor Commission nies opinion as to the trouble the 
dredge was in at Chippawa? A. I did to Mr. Nickoll, 
he is the Superintendent of construction at Toronto. 
Q. Is there anything further? A. No, I do not know 
that there id, 
G. Did you make any report about the affect of this 
work at Chippawa on the engines? A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What did you say about that? A. I reported how it 
was loosening vp the connections of the engine and 
shaking the connections of ne steam piping and loosening 
the shafts and the couplings on the main shaft runner, 
Q. Was that all put in condition latér? A. Yes, one 
shaft had to be taken out and replaced by another one, 
Q. That was done at the expense of the Hydro Commission? 
Ke Ll presume’ 80. 
Q. What was the total expense? “A. I could not say. 

WR, ACRES: Didn't Mr. Bonn say the total 


expense was about $3,000? 
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ARTHUR THOS, PAXTON. 
TO THE CHAIRMAN: 
Q. What is your position? A. Stat7 rrenentes of the 
Ontario Provincial Police, 
Q. For a certain district? A. For the whole of the 
Province of Ontario, 
Q. What was the first yoyhad to do with Niagara and 
the Quenston-Chippawa Canal? A. In 1921 as constable 
when I was rather a free lance around the Niagara District 
I used to make occasional visits to the Hydro Canal 
and to the detachments here _at Niagara Falls, 
(Q. That is the detachment of the Ontario Police at 
Niagara Falls? A. Yea. 
Q. Were you attached to the Niagara Falls Police at 
that time? A. No, I was in Toronto. 
Q. What were you doing over here, were you sent from 
Toronto? A. Y@8. 
Q@. Q. When you were over in this direction you took 
some notice of conditions on the canal? A. YeS. 
Q. When was the first? A. 1921. 
Q. What time in 1921? A. In the spring, 
Q. What did you do here at that time? A. I conducted 
raids in different parts around Niagara district here 
and along the canal and sometimes visted the different 
Camps. 
Q. How did you find conditions along the canal? 
A. We made several arrests for different offences, 
Q. There were some offences committed? A, At times, 


with reference to the Ontario Temperance Act and sometimes 
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petty gamphing and gambling on the Lord’s Day and such 
things as that, 
Q. Was there any bootlegging going on over here? A, Well, 
we @onfiscated Viquora at different tines: the actual 
amount. I do not remember, In the different Saye I 
think at times we got aal} quantities of aleuhol; 
sometimes there would be genuine liquor, 
Q. What do you méan by that? A. Whiskey end Brandy. 
Q.° Other times what would there be? A. Alcohol mostly, 
I suppoge that wes on account of the foreign element 
prefering alcohol to the génuine brands of liquor, 

MR, ACRES: It was always a mystery as to 
where that alcohol came from. 

MR. PAXTON: We got several loads at different 
times around outside the camp, automobile loads, the last 
oad I got I think had 50 gallons on it. 

Q- Wheré did that come from? A. I imagine from the 
Meni ted dtkkaPias the alehbhhl was in American cans and 
I got in leaving Chippawa, 
Q. What affect did the use of that liquor have on the 
conditions in the camp, you have heard this morning 
that there was drunkenness and fighting going on, caused 
by the use of liquor? A. I suppose there was some of 
that, there was only one occasion that I actually got 
into a fracas on Hydro property and that was when some 
‘Russians or Poles had been drinking alcobol. I understand 
our men from the detachment here under Inspector Mains 
had numerous calls to the Hydro property; Inspector 


Mains was in charge of a detachment here at that time, 


“4% 


Q- He had numerous calls? A. I think his men had, 

Q- ee from ns knowledge of the matter how did — 

you find conditions there among the foreigners? A. “Chere 
was a certain amount of gambling and drinking, considerable 
I should say; I think on one Sunday we arrested around Saas 
Q. Where would that be, in different places? A. Different 
camps, 

Q- What adores arrest them Pood A, I think most of 
pier roe gambling on Sunday. 

Q. We are talking about bootlegging? A. There was some 
of them taken for being in possession of alcohol illegally. 
How the alcbhol came there I do not know; i suppose it 

was drawn in but we were never able to directly attach 

it to any person on the property. There were boutleggers 
on the outside who were frequently found around the 
property. 

TO COMMISSIONER HANEY: 

Qo pia you make any arrests of actual bootleggers? 

A. Yes, whenever possible, 

Q. You arrested and convicted them? A, Yes, 

Q. Sent them to prison? A. I do not remember what 
een tees of them were sent down, 

Q. Where were they tried? A. Here at Niagara Falls, 

Q- One would think that if you arrested them and had 

them fined they might get tired of it, some of them seem 
to have been very persistent? A. Yes, they took a 
Porting chance, there has been a good deal of money 

made in that business, 

Q. How would the liquor get into the camp usually? 


aS Smuggleéin, of course, 
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@ This brought in by meope and sold to them inside? 
A. ‘That I really could not eay, There were different 
places where we understood bootleggers had broken into 
the camp, For instance, down by the Larkin Property 
through the orchard they were supposed to have a trail 
through there, 

MR, ACRES: That was one reason why we put 
Mr.Faxton in there, we were never able to apprehend 
any person and we devoted many a night to that work 
but we could never get thet going in; at least,I could 
WoL. 
Q. Did they come in by airoplane? A. No, I do not think 
S06 
Q. “How was it, if so much was going in, you did not 
manage to get hold of some of the people who were carrying 
it in, We were told just now that the Attorney-General 
was notified of this and he was asked to send over a 
special squad, did you send men over there? A. Yes. 
Q. We were told of one place outside the limits of 
the Hydro that liv, Acre says was the centre of 
badness of all kinds and that was allowed to continue? 
&, Where was that place? 

MR, ACRES: The first week you came there 
how many arrests did you made, you made a pretty good 
clS2n up. 

MR. POPE: This is the gentlemen the 
Attorney-General sent over that I spoke Ors 

WR. PATON: I had been over here several times. 
TO THE CHAIRMAN: | 


Q. Some one was sent over with a special force to clean 
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the place up? A. Iwas, that was in the summe® of 1922. 

MR. ACRES: The first waek you were here you 
made a number of arrests, how many? A, I really don't 
remember, that is the time there were so many loafing 
around in thé camps, 

MR, ACRES: As I recollect, you made 25 arrests 
in beak or four days. 

WR. POPE: You had 25 before the Magistrate 
one Monday, 

THE WITNESS; There were a great many who 
came across from from the United States for gumbling 
purposes and these people were taken care of enkeugh 
the Immigration Authorities at the Bridge and shot across. 
G> How many did you run out of town? A. There were 
about five automobile loads one afternoon, on one pay day. 
Q. Stick to the bootlegging, what did you do with 
reference to that, they seem ta have got liquor on the 
‘Morrison property? A. Where the stores there, there 
was a hive there, 

Q. It seems to have gone on notwithstanding the Provincial 
Foua.ice? 

MR. ACRES: No, they cleaned that up, 

MR, PAXTON: I do not think there was very much 
after I got heré; the Hydro had their own police, 

MR. GABY: We tried for a long time to get rid 
of it and when this inspector came over he was able to 
take care of it. 

TO THE CHAIRMAN: 
Q. You did not gucceed in getting the men who were bringing 


the liquor to the neighborhood? A, There were numerous 


iw 
parte. 
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but just who they were and the spesific evidence, I do 
not remember, the records of the Magistrate here would 
show that, | | 

Q. We were told this morning that there was lyse 
by truck load and automobile load? A. We would have 
been very glad to have met them, 

Q. Why didn't you meet them? A. I suppose we were 


not lucky enough or the parties were too clever for us. 


Q@- Mr. Calvert said load after load came to his place 


and he turned them back without examination, he said 

he did not examine them? A. He mighvhave had the 

decency to notify us and we would have handled it, 

, & He says he saw it? A, I very much doubt that, 

COMMISSIONER HANEY; Ile did not sample it, 
THE CHAIRMAN: He said he was there to stop 

bottles coming in, 

Q. Didn't you do some truck driving yourself, didnit 

you take a load of bottles in? A. No. 

Q. Are you sure? A, Ferfectly, I think possibly 

what you Lee to is this: I concocted all sorts 

of schemes to endeavour to get the bootleggers and to 

draw them out and it worked very satisfactorily. On 

one occasion another officer and myself took our car 

and loaded it with boxes with the idea that we would 

‘got some bodétleggers and we drove that car around the 

Hydro property all night and nobody ever nets any 

| attention to it. : 
Q. That aie the Hydro police could not have been 
very alert to let a car drive around all night loaded 


‘with bottles? A. We had no bottles, we simply had 
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empty boxes; possibly they were strong of sight and 
could see what we had, 
Q. Do you think they showed very much vigilance when 
you were allowed to go in with a truck load and drive 
around there and nobody a any thing about it? A. Tiley 


were conditions in which one would suspect whether 


they had competent police officers, that should not 


exist, 


Qe Anyone else might have gone around with a truck 


load filled with bottles of liquor and have the same 
experience that you had? A, quite SO. 

TO COMMISSIONER R.A.ROSS: 

Q: Did you give the inside policemen a tip that you 
were going around? A. No, did not give anybody any tip, 
There was only one interesting point we had that night, 
when we got to the property Mr.Acres referred to, I 
suppose there must have been 40 or 50 foreigners 


gnynounded our car, they thought we had booze and 


I suppose would have been willing to buy if we had it. 


Q. Was there anyone there to prevent your selling it? 


A. No. 


Q. This bootlegging had been going on for long before 
1921, how was it you were not over here before? A. We 
had a detachment here I was only a constable at that 
time and I suppose the Department thought the men here 
were capable of handling the situation, 

TQ THE CHAIRMAN; 

Qe Prom what you learned when you came over, did you 


think the situation was being handled properly? <A. I did 
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not think there was sufficient men here; there were only 
five men under Inspector Mains end there was a great deal 
of work to be done because there were so many of the 
laboring classes here, specially foreigners, 

Q. The Morrison place seems to have been perfectly open 
for a long time before you came over and no one interfered 
WML ey ip Aey 2 know not Khaw what activities the 

County Police took, our men were certainly working 
here, they were called out all hours of the day and night. 
TO COMMISSIONER HANEY: 

Q, Did the Hydro have its own policemen? Ay Lea. 
do not know how many, but quite a strong force, i 
believe about 25. 

Q. Were they Provincial Police? A. I believe some 

of them were on the Provincial Police force, I am 

not sure about that, they would have authority to 
work any place, outside the property as well as on 

the Hydro property. | 

Q. This Morrison place was a notorious place and 

these policemen were inside the Hydro grounds all 

the time with full authority to go out there and stop it. 
Why didn't they do ee You came over here and you make 
25 arrdésts in one day but thas had gone on for a long 
time before you came over and there were Provincial 
officers on the ground all the time? A. Not on the 
ground all the time. 

Q. They were in the Hydro employ all that time with _ 
full powers as Provincial officers? A. They had nothing 
whatever to do with us, they were employed by the Hydro 


Commission; paid by them and absolutely under their 
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jurisdiction, 
Q. The Morrisén place was within their jurisdiction? 

MR. POPE; Now 

THE CHAIRMAN: You said just now they were 
Provincial officers, | 

MR. POPE: Some of them, but the Morrision 
place was not on our property, 
Q- They had full power to .go to the Morrisbnox place 
and close it up? | | 

MR. ACRES; Were not these men employed after 
Inspector Paxton's visit? ; 

MR. PAXTON: No, I was sent over here during 
the re-organization under General Elliott, my first 
visit over here was under Superintendent Rogers at 
that time I remember that these men were sent over here 
by Superintendent Rogers; he bought them uniforms and 
I think he arranged for the making of the uniforms, 
Q. They had the power of the PHovincial Police? 
A. Ido not know, 
Q. Railway police have these powers? A. Yes, some 
of them have, 

mR, GABY: Most of these men were pay roll men 
to protect the men getting paid. 

THE CHAIRMAN: They might just as well have 
gone out and arrested these men, 

MR, GAPY: There were just four men and they 
were under the Pay-roll Department, they were not 
Lge ae under the general Construction Department, 


COMMISSIONER HANEY: Why were not they?. 
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MR, GABY: They came under the Accounting 
Department for thelineomant son of tite pay roll car, 

Q. Why didn't you have the men sworn in as Provincial 
constables? 3 

WR. POPE: We had thirty men of our own and 
then this Provincial Fe ce dali) | 
Q. Why didn't they all have the power of - Frovincial — 
estabie? a q 

UR, POPE: They didn't have that power, that 
is all I can say. | 5 

COMMISSIONER HANEY: Would not it be the | 
duty of the management to see that they had auto 
to properly administer discipline? 

| MR. POPE: We were only protecting our own 
property. 

COMMISSIONER HANEY: You were protecting. 
your discipline and the management and I will express 
the opinion here that it was very lax on your part 
not to have these men property qualified. 

MR, ACRES: Where would our authority 
pha nd to if we had authority beyond our properly lines? 
| COMMISSIONDR HANEY: Any part of the Province. 

WR, ACRES: I do not agree with you there at all, 

COMMISSIONER HANEY: I don't matter whether 
you agree or not. 

MR, ACRES: That Was something for the police 
force of this country. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Your organization was being 


affected. 
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MR. ACRES: Yee, it was a plague, 

THE CHAIRMAN: Thet Morrison place was a 
plague spot just across from you and you had four 
men whom you could have sent over there at once and 
stopped that sort of thing. 

MR. POPE: These four men were under the Chier 
of Police here, Mr, Mains. 

WR. GABY: They were directét by Mr. Mains, 

THES CHAIRMAN: They were on your pay roll, 
if I had a number of men working for me and they were 
being demoralized and if I had men who could stop it 
I would soon do it and if I had not the men to stop it 
I would report the matter to the Provincial Police, 

MR, POPE: That is exactly what we did. 

THE CHAIRMAN: You kept on for months before 
you did anything. 

MR, GABY: I would like to explain this 
situation fully. We notified the Provincial Police, 

Mr, Mains, from time to time what was happening and 
we kept on continually notifying him and then we took 
the Patton up with Se weeiient Rogers a number of 
times and with the Attorney-General e number of times, 

THE CHAIRMAN: Did you tell the Attorney- 
General about these conditions? 

WR. GABY::Yes, and these four men were 
put on towaids the end of the job as Mr. Pope says 

they were not on our job, our job was to protect 
our pay roll. These other men were under Superintendent 
Mains and they were working outside the property. The 


inside men were for the protection of the pay roll and 
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to see that nerd in the camp were satisfactory. 

‘MR, ACRES: They were really watchmen with 
the powers of a constable, 

THE CHAIRMAN; I eam not at all convinced 
that these four men who had Provincial power were not 
sufficient to close up these places, 

MR, GABY: I think. it was part of the 
understanding that they should be undér the: direction 
of the Provincial Police here, 

MR. POPE: They were under the control of 
the Provincial Chief at this point, 
| THE CHRIRMAN: I would not have had so much 
red tape about that, I would have cleaned it up. 

MR. POPE: You will have to complain to the 
Attorney-General about that, 

THS CHAIRMAN: I will not complain, I will 
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TO THE CHAIRMAN: 

Qe You have heard that you allowed these conditions 

to continue and we want to hear what you have to say 
about it? A. I never knew anything about it at all, 
Q. They say it was reported to you time and again? 

A. I never got any such report that these things were 
going on. ' 

Q. Had these men who had Provincial power the right to 
go in there? <A, Yes, they could close it up. 

Q- And whey could make arrests? A. How can they make 


arrests unless they had some evidence? 
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Q. They could have got evidence? A, They were in 
uniform, they could not get much evidence, 

Q. The men were going over there in great numbers? 

A, These men had uniforms on and they could not go 
into boarding houses and get evidence, 

Q. Surely they would not go there in uniforms? 

A. They were paid by the Hydro people. | I never remember 
- getting any report about that place from the Hydro. 

Q. Was not it a notorious place? A. Not that I know of. 
Q. You did not know anything about itt. A. -No. 

Q. How was it everybody else knew AbOUGL Lehrer s 
cannot tell you, 

Oc. 1ne.men there knew about it? A. I do not know, 

I never had any report of that being a notorious place. 
Qe ove you ever there? A. Yes, I have peen there 
dozens of times, hundreds of times, it is nothing but 

a boarding house, that is all, and you have to get 
evidence before you can convict. 

@. One man goes there and makes 25 arrests in one day? 
A. Not in that place, lr. Chairman, this Hydro canal 
was 12 or 14 miles long. 

THE CHAIRMAN; Didn't you make some arrests 
there Mr. Paxton? 

UR, PAXTON: Not right in the store; I believe 
you are referring to the stores outside the gate. We 
never made 25 arrests in that place, the 25 arrests 
would covex different parts of the property, we Sera 
get two in one boarding house. 

Q. We have been told you closed that place out and 


put it out of business? A. We put several places out of 
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business, 


Q@. How do you account for it going on to the extent 
it did before you came here and Chief Mains not knowing 
anything about it and then you come over and make 25 
arrests in one day. 
CHIEF MAINS: I only had four men, 
Q. Did you know there was a lot of bootlegging going 
on? A. I knew there was some drinking going on, it 
came in there by night. 
Q. Did you report conditions to headquarters? 
A. I reported conditions just as I found then, 
Q. Did you report that you had not a sufficient number 
of men to stop it? A. WNo. 
Q. Here was a great public work going on and the efficiency 
of the men being impaired by this sort of thing, why 
didntt you report that? A. I didn't because 1 did 
not see that the &fficiency of the men was impaired 
by anything of that kind, of course I knew liquor 
was going in and we did everything we could to prevent 
bootlegging, we could not do any more than we did, 
TO COMMISSIONER J.A.ROSS: 
Q. What did you do? A. We watched and had many, many 
cases before the Magistrate, we prosecuted every person 
that we found violating te law, 
THE CHAIRMAN: Is there anything more that you 
would like to say about it? A. No, 
Q. How long did you continue over here, Inspector Paxton? 
INSPECTOR PAXTON: September,1921, I was taken 
to Toronto. 


Q. Had you been on other public worké in this country? 
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A. Yes,on railroad construction. 
Q. How were conditions here with respect to bootlegging, 
compared with what they were in other places? A. Of course 
at the time I was on railroad construction there was not 
such thing as the Ontario Temperance Act and the bars 
were open and that sort of thing, 
Q. How did the use of liquor on this work compare 
with its use on other public works? A. I think there 
was more here than I have seen in any place else. 
Q. More here than you have seen any place else? 
A. I think so. 

CHIEF MAINS: During the construction of this 
work there were between 3,000 and 4,000 foreigmers 
employed of all kinds from ey different countries 
and there was not but one serious crime committed 
during the construction of that work and that was where 
&@ man was convicted andl sent to the penitentiary for 
five years, | 
Q. There is no wonder there was only one conviction 
when it seems so little attention was paid to the matter? 
A. I do not agree with you on that, we paid all the 
attention to it that was possible, 

Q. You say you had four men and you did not know 
anything about this place down there? A. I did not 
know that it was as bad as represented here, I have 
been in the place many times and I never saw anything 
Eoine on when I was there; of course it would not be 
going on when I was there, 

MR, ACRES; There was only that one serious 


crime committed on the job, that was a stabbing affray. 
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COMMISSIONER HANEY: Providence mast have 
had supervision over fe camps. 
| CHIEF MAINS; Our men were not asleep all 
the time as it would seem they were. When Inspector 
Paxton made that joy ri je, what Pia ats he go in? 

INSPECTOR PAXTON; Right opposite the whirlpool 

MR, CABY: Did you have a pass? 

INSPECTOR PAXTON: No, it would be around 
nine o'clock, there were dozens and dozens of people 
around the gate and around these stores, just as many 
as there was ohn any fine night. 

Q. Would they recognize VOUCmiwmee ao mot think 2t, 
I had glasses on and I had the car all camoflaugads, 
the lights were changed, the curtains changed and the 
license plates changed. 

COMMIS3ZIONGR HANEY: You looked like a bootlegger? 
Reet tri sartolvach the part. 

Mr, ACRES: We changed the watchmen right after 
that because I was spoken to about it at the Clifton | 
Hétel, our watcimen were not beyond corruption and 
we had quite a lot of trovrle, the watchman was there 
when Inspector Paxton ade that trip. 

Q. Were there any accidents due to drunkranness? 

MR. ACRUS: Mot that I remember, I suppose 
hears were bruises and vlack eyes aut I do not think 
there was any serious accident chargeable to liquor 
in any way, the atabbing affray was a gambling fight. 

Q. Was aman named Rogers killed? A. Yes, on the 
boulevard. 


WR, ACRES: I was trying to look up some of 
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the records of that and I am told tne the inquest 
Bence Y tis that there was. no drunkenness at all in 
that accident, 
Q. Was liquor being carried in his car? A. No, my 
fracollection of it was that Rogers was sent to Niagara 
Falls to look up a man there that had been arrested in 
Buffalo, one of our men on the job. 
Q.- Why didn't you call in the Dominion Police? 

MR. POPE: We did, but we could not get at 
Qe Are you sure you could not get them? 

MR, POPE: Yes, absolutely, I had severaly 
interviews with the Attorney-General, 

THE CHAIRMAN: He has nothing to do with the 
Dominion Police. 

um, POPE: Pardon me, you are entirely wrong, 
I went to him and he telegraphed to Ottawa;first of all, 
I applied for the mounted police, I mean the North-West 
Mount§d Police in uniform, to come in on this work and 
whatever number were required would be paid for; I 
got an answer back to say they could not give us these 
policemen except they, were on direct duty for the 
Ontario Government, I then went up to Mr.Raney and he 
took it up and telegraphed to Ottawa, I told him I was 
Rav ined the territory was so long and covered so much 
ground it could not be covered by men on foot and he 
telegraphed to Ottawa and got permission to have a squad 
of mounted police upon call from himself. In addition 
to thatt suggested that he should give us a squad of 
his own Provincial Police under a special man who was 


not known over here. Then he called me up and Col,EHlliott 
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got Mr.Paxton to Wee ins 
Q. Were they mounted? A. No, I told Inspector Paxton 
what I knew about cars coming across the river, I got 
this information from some men and I gave that to , 
‘“Mr.Paxton and he did most excellent work and I shall be 
very sorry indeed if any reflection is aes 
his duties over here because he did good work, 

THE CHAIRMAN: The trouble is he did not come 
soon enough, he did not come until the tail end of 
the work. 

right 

WR. POPE: No, he came © in the middle 
of the trouble, not at the tail end, the tail wagged 
a long time after he got here, 
Q. But not as vigorous? 

MR. POPE: No, because he kept cutting it off 
piece by pice, but started in in the fall of 1921. 

INSPECTOR PAXTON; About mid summer. 

WR, POPE: It was the end of June or July, 
I think the first Monday following pay day, which 
was on Friday, I hac a report from over here that 
Mr,Paxton had 25 people before Magistrate Fraser 
and gotd results followed from that, 

INSPECTOR PAXTON: What assisted us greatly 
was the fact that we had two automobiles. I had a 
car of my own and I called in a man from Bridgeburg 
who also had a high powered car and that assisted 
us M.sdacable and was an advantage over Inspector 


Mains and his men because they had to walk. 


Q. The Dominion Police never came on? A. No, sir. 
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Qe This would seem to be the proper place for them, 
right on the frontier, 

MR, POPE; I was so advised and the best 
information we could get was that the Pees came 
from across the river, what class of liquor it was 
I do not know, it was brought up to the outskirts 
of the work in automobiles and the numbers were off 
these automobiles and there was no way of tracing 
them, 

MR, PAXTON: The Dominion Police had a 
detachment of men here at that time of three or four, 

' INSPECTOR MAINS: Three men. 

MR. POPE; They came for Dominion purposes 
but not for us, 

THE CHAIRMAN: Dominion purposes would be 
the importing of liquor, 

MR. POPE: I do not know how far they went, 

THE CHAIRMAN: I have heard of instances where 
Dominion Police have been sent on large public works 
when they have been asked for, 

MR, ACRES: Was not that for riot duty? 

MR. POPE: I tried in Toronto to secure a 
mounted police farce and I was told they could not 
come except for Dominion purposes. 

MR, ACRES: The Sergeant in charge of the 
detachment told me he could not make an arrest on 
our works, 

MR, POPE: When I appealed to the Attorney- 


General through his assistance we got reliefs. 
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THE CHAIRMAN: When was the night shift 
abolished? 

MR. ACRES: That began to be abdlished about 
the middle of July,1921. 

Qe Why were they abolished? A, Because we had 

three months reprieve, 

Q. Was this drunkanness more prevailent on the 

night shifts than the day shifts? A. It was praoeteeiie 
all on the night shift. 

Q INSPECTOR PAXTON: There was wonderful facilities 
for taking otuff in there, we might have an army of 
police and yet they would be able to carry it in in 
bottles 

Q. If you had got hold of some of these men and fined 
them? | 

INSPECTOR PAXTON: If the fine was $500 it 
would have a strong effect but apparently with a 
lot of them it had no affect whatever. 

Q. How many fines were imposed? A. I could nct say. 

COMMISSIONER J.A.ROSS: How are you going 
to get a man who carries a bottle in his Ponce te 

INSPECTOR PAXTON: You might smell it if 
the cork was out but with a sealed vottie it would 
ve impossible, 

THE CHAIRMAN: You could fal it. 

MR, PAXTON: Yes, but it is a dangerous 
proposition to search a man for a bottle and then 
find out that he has not got one, 

COMMISSIONER R.A.ROSS: It just occurs to 


me that the result of this business trip of yours should 
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have convineed you that there were no takers inside the 
grounds, 

THE CHAIRMAN: He says 40 men gathered around 
the car, 

MR. PAXTON: Of course that was in front of 
these stores, it seemed to be a gathering place there, 
that was at the entrance of the whirlpool camp, there 
were two or three pool rooms there and a restaurant 
and naturally the men would go there at night and 
congregate, 

COMMISSIONER R.A.ROSS;: As a business 
proposition supposing these things were ten miles away 
where would your men have gone to to get their drink? 
They would have gone to Buffalo or somewhere else and 
stayed away for : week, 

MR, ACRES; They did that. 
io, Did the drunkanness among the night men have any thing 
to do with laying off the night shift? 

: MR, ACRES; It was a factor, 

COMMISSIONER R.A.ROSS; You have seen a good 
many camps, would you call this a rowdy camp or not? 

INSPECTOR PAXTON: I would not say it was a 
rowdy camp, I have seen other camps that were diry and 
not as well disciplined in a great many respect but I 
will Ae that I saw more liquor at this camp than I 
saw any place else, I think there is a lot in what 
Mr, Acres says that there was a lot of rowdyism outside 
of these stores at the entrance, where the pool rooms 


and restaurant were, that is where the men congregated, 
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COMMISSIONER HANEY: I suppose the conclusion 
is that when they came into the oamp they were too 
drunk to be rowdy? A. I could not say that, they had 
police at the gate and if they were drunk going in 
the police would stop them or should have. 

Q. Did they? A. I am not able to say, I cannot 

say that,I ever saw a Hydro policeman pass up a drunk 
nor did I see a Hydro policeman allow ; men to take 
in liquor. 

Q. Or prevent him taking any liquor? A. No, I cannot 
say that I ever saw him prevent it either. 

THE CHAIRMAN: It seems there were four Dominion 
mounted police here all the time? A. Not mounted 
policemen. 

MR, ACRES; I had many conferences with them 
but they would not do anything, they could not make 
arrests. 

Q. Why didn't they stop the liquor coming across? 
A. They had no power to make arrests within Provincial 
jurisdiction, whatever that wes, 

WR. POPE: Itook it up with the headquarters 
of the Mounted Police in Toronto on two ovossions and 
they communicated with Ottawa and the reply I got was 
we Bantot act for anybody expect the Provincial 
authorities, the Provineiel authorities had the rignt). 
to make the request and the Hon. lir.Raney telegraphed 
to Ottawa and got them to consent to send the men if 
it was found Hi ly Sue. A ge were et ateine the force 


and the men were handging around outside of the works 
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through the bush and things were looking pretty alarming 
and we got the authorities to say that upon Mr .Raney's 
request they would send a troop of mounted police, that 
was for riot purposes, You will recollect that the 
storing of dynamite was one of the things spoken of, 

MR. PAXTON: Yes, we were told they were 
taking sticks of dynamite and concealing it. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The Dominion Police act in 
any case against the excise law, 

MR, POPE; I know of nothing that we could 
do that we did not do. 

WR, ACRES: There were only three Dominion 
Police here, one sergeant and two men and they were 
under the jurisdiction of the Secret Service Branch 
at Ottawa, | 

INSPECTOR PAXTON: Their time was taken up 
with the Red element at that time, 

THE CHAIRMAN; We heard several suggestions 
that there may be another public work here of the same 
character, supposing anything of that kind takes place, 
what would you suggest should be done in order to prevent 
a repetition of the conditions which you have told us of? 
Aw Certainly more saehudes police protection, 

Qe" You say conditions were worse here than any other 
public work as far as Liquor is concerned; what can be 
done to effectually prevent a Dek atton of that sort 
of thing? A. There should bea police force who 
could act both on the property and off the property, 


Where you get a police force which esh an the outside and 
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who feel they ding out of place when they go inside and . 
where the ifistes police feel they have nox jurisdiction 
outside, you are\ bound to have strife between them. 
Q. Was there something of that kind? A. No, the 
Hydro officers gave us every opportunity: 
Q. Was there any feeling that you could not send 
your police ith the Hydro grounds? A. Not that I 
have any direct evidence of but there often is a 
feeling between the different police force, 
Q. There may have been something of that condition 
here? A. Possibly, the local detachment would know 
that better than I would, I simply came over here 
as no respector of persons and Mr, Acres told mel 
had a free hand to go wherever I wanted to on the 
property and whatever I saw fit to do he concurred in it, 
is not that right? 

MR, ACRES 3; Yes, we wanted your help. 

INSPECTOR PAXTON: Wherever there is a large 
work like this there should be police under one head 
who would have jurisdiction both on and off the 
property, if you have police officers on the property 
“who have no jurisdiction off the property and if 
people outside are allowed to build shacks as was the 
case here, about 30 or 50 feet from the property, and 
sell booze and generally carry on a lawless place, which 
is quite handy for the men as they only had to walk 
25 or 30 feet to get a drink and go back again on the 
property and there is always ways of evading the men 


at the gates unless you have a big high fence. 
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Q. How can you evade the men at the gates? A. At the 
: teaming entrance, railroad tracks and sidings, 

WM, ACRES: I think Mr. Paxton's idea is 
that there should be a deadline some distance from the works, 

INSPECTOR PARTON: If a man has the powers 
of a Provincial Constable he has jusisdiction over the 
whole Province and if it was necessary for him to go 

a quarter of a mile away from the property to apprehend 
a man ne could do it, 
not 

COMMISSIONER R.A.ROSS: Do/you think all these 
difficulties will be solved before the plan of new 
construction is under way? 

MR, ACRES : I was not aware until this minute 
that Provincial Police had not a free run of the place; 
you had full jurisddction within our lines? 

INSPECTOR MAINS: Certainly,it was simply a matter 
of numbers, we only had four men, 

THE CHAIRMAN: How many yee had you inside? 

MR, ACRES; 85 or 30 watchmen. and I think 
they kept things in order. 

Q. Was not there a sort of feeling that the Hydro Police 
would look after the inside and you the outside? 

INSPECTOR MAINS: No, sir, there was good co- 
operation between the Hydro Police and the Provincial 
“Police, as far ag I know. 

Q@. What do you think of what Mnspector Se has just 
gaid as to the desirability of having a police force with 
full jurisdiction over the whole district and not within 
a certain area? A. It is all right, of course that is 


quite a proper thing to do, there was not enough of them. 
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Q- Do you think if proper measures were taken that if 
there was another undertaking of this kind that things might 
be managed better than they were. 

INSPECTOR MAINS: Things might be managed better 
if there were constables who had jurisidgtion outside the 
work and a sufficient number of them. This trouble occurred 
at night, it was not in the day time and we could not geép 
men out there at night, we did not have a aufficient 
number to do that. | 

COMBTISSIONER HANEY; Did you have any searchlightsa 
On the 3007 wih ew Now 

COMMISSIONER R,A,ROSS: You had 13 miles of 
frontier to patrol by 30 men who had to work 24 hours a day, 

MR, ACRES; We really had 24 miles of frontier, 
the canal was 14 miles long and we had to look after 
both sides, 

THE CHAIRMAN: Has the fact that when a police 
constables makes an arrest he does not get any share of 
the fine anything to do with it? 

INSPECTOR MAINS: Now, lr. Chairman, I do 
bot think that is fair because I will tell you so far as 
the Provincial Police are concerned the men located at 
Niagara Falls did everything they could. We made more 
convictions from the neauoe in a year then Inspector 
Paxton did the time he was hereg I can tell you that, 
we were busy all the time, 

Q. He took care of 25 men in one day. 
INSPECTOR MAINS: They were not all convictédd, 


you bet they weré not. 
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INSPECTOR PAXTON: I lot of them were undesirables, 

THE CHAIRMAN; The Morrison Place flourished 
pefore he got here, 

INSPECTOR MAINS; The Morrison place only 
flourished at night and there was no person to control. 
it. 

THE CHAIRMAN: That is just the trouble, if 
the constable had got a share of the fines would that 
make any difference? 

THSPEBROR MAINS: Not one bit. 

INSPECTOR PAXTON: It might affect the County 
Constable but it certainly does not affect our men, 

THE CHAIRMAN: You must have know these things 
were occurring at night. 

INSPECTOR MAINS: Of course I knew a great 
deal of it occurred at night. 

Q. Waid not that be the time for you to get busy and 

to check it? A. We were out for a good many 
nights and did everything we could but the liquor was 
got in there in spite of us, we could not be on the 
ground all the time. 
Q. What do you know about these men who came there with 
the truck loads and automobile loads of liquor and 
disposed of it Saeai ae? A. Ido not know who they were, 
Q@. You did not see anything of them? A. No. 

“YR, ACRES: It would be a rather interesting 
point if some means could be taken to prohibit these 
mushroom establishments 

THE CHAIRMAN: What do you think would be 


the best means to adopt? 
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MR, ACRES: Take the whirlpool camp, if there 
had been some jurisdiction that could have premented 
Morrison from leasing privileges to these disreputable 
extablishments at a high figure, it would have been a 
good thing, he made a small fpxtune out of that, 
Q. He may not have known? “aA, He did not care 
as long as he got his good fat rental, if some means 
‘had been taken to move these places half a mil 
away and to prohibit the building of such 
establishments within half a mile, that would have 
simplified things. 
Q. Was Morrison a partner in this business? 
A. He just leased these buildings. 
Q@. He had no direct interest in the business? 
A. No that I know of. 
Q. Did he get a percentage? A, I have not the 
slightest idea, he got a big rent. 
Q. Who is Morrison? A, He is a land owner out there, 
he owns a farm, we purchased part of his holding. 
Q. You might have expropriated it all? 
MR. ACRES: Yes, but we did not anticipate 
what he was going to do. 
Q@. Do you think a police force having one jurisidction 
could have dom better work? A. I think that is 
rather spliting hairs to say thet there was not one 
jurisdiction, the simple fact was that they had not 
a sufficient number of men. Our wathhmeniwone simply 
watchmen, that is all, they had to see that the men 


in camp kept in order, and they were given powers 
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of constables, there were ten men on in the day time 
and a certain number on at night Wa ties had a large 
territory to cover. whee 

INSPECTOR HAINS: The four men under me were aot 
confined to the Hydro; we had the whole gf the Niagara 
Frontier to look after; we could not put in all our time 
on the Hydro. 
q It required a good deal of time? 
He Yas,but we did not have ihe tine, 
Q- Did you apply for more men on that account? 


A. No,I did not. 
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DAVID GORDON HERBOLD 


TO THE CHAIRMAN: 

Q- Where do you live? A. Chi ppawa. 

Q. You are working for the Ontario Power Company? A. Yes. 
Q- Have you lived here for some time? A. Iived in Chi ppawa 
three years; I lived in Niagara Falls two years previous. 

ar Did you work om the Queenston Chippawa Canal at all? 

A. A few months on the Whirlpool sub-station, 

Qs “Did you live in this camp at Chippawa? A. No, Sir. 

Q. Did ate a2 hear about the camp? A. No,I have not. 

Q- Where did you live? 4, Chippawa in a private residence; 
my home is there, 7 

Q- Wien you were working at the Whirlpaol,you lived at your 
home? A. Part of the time I boarded at Niagara Falls.. 

Q- How long was it you worked there? aA. I believe I started 
in April and worked until about September on the Whirlpool 
Sub-station,electrical work, 

Q. What was that? A. Blectrical construction - constructing 
the station there - the converter station. 

Q» You have heard what has been said about bootlegging? 4. Yes, 
Q. Did you see cars Qriving around with bottles? A. Nop ey 
was never around the works at nisht. 

Q- Were you ever at the Morrison Place? A. No,I do not know 
where it ig. I know where the Whirlpool Sub-station is and 
where the machine shop and Storehouse is,but I never knew it 
as the Morrison place; in fact I was never much versed on the 
names of the property around the immediate district. 

Q+ What do you know about the bootlegging which went on? 


A, Absolutely nothing. 
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Q- Did you ever hear anything about it from the men? 

A. No,Sir,it was in the early part of the canal I was there. 
Q. When was that? <A. I believe it was in 1919 or 1920. 
1920, I believe - I would not just say positively. 

Q- Were there many men working with you on the electrical 
work? A. I would say about 18 in the gang, 

Q. Under whom. did you work? A, Arthur RUUREaan® 

Q. Would he be the foreman? <A. He was the engineer in 
charge of that particular work, 

Q- Was the work,so far as you know, done well and 
efficiently and economically? aA. Yes,Sir. 

Q. Was there anything that was done at the time you were 
there tat you think might have been done differently to 

the advantage of the job? A. No,I could not say that 

there was, 

Q- You think everything was done just as well as it could 
be done& <A. Just as economically and as efficiently as it 
could be done. 

Q@- Did you hear of any wastage of material at any time? 

A. I believe anybody in the imediate district has heard of 
hearsay of things like that. 

Q. What,forinstance,would you hear ree A. Different 
things I could mention - you heard so much, 

on Tell us a few things that you remember? A. Offhand I 

, ould not say just what I have heard. 

Q. Did you hear of a car of material being dumped into the 
river? A. No,it was not exactly that. I never heard anything 
- of waste of material. It was i known that the engineers 


might have been a little lax, but as my knowledge of engineering 
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is very small I could not say there were any facts in it. 
Q- What was it? A, I heard they might have done a different 
job on the bridge at Chippawa, et ete abutments; they 
peemed to have a little difficulty there. 
Go What bridce was that? A. The foot bridge. 
Q. Was that the bridge going into Chi ppawa? A. The Bascule 
Bridge. 
Qe What was there about that to criticize? A. They 


experienced a little difficulty in putting one abutment in, 


I understand. As far as what madethe difficulty,I never 


HEARD. 
Q.- How does it work? A. All right as far as I know, 
; 
Q- Did you ever do any work on any other Government job? 


A. No,Sir. 


Q. Was there anything @lse that you heard of besides this 


bridge at Chi ppawa which might have been done batter than it 
was done? A. No,not particularly. 

Q. About anything? A. Not to my knowledge now, not that I 
remember. 

et Did any of the men that were working in your gang ever 
get in any liquor? A. No,Sir. 

Qe Not to your knowledge? <A. Not to my knowledge, 

Q- You would be likely to know? A. I presume I would; in 
fact it is a business that you would not want to monkey much 
with liquor around electrical work, ~ take no chance with it. 
I did not,but there are lots of them would take a little off 
the job. I would myself if I could get it,but it is hard to 
get it. ; 


Q- Why did you quit working there? A. I was laid off by 
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mr .Robertson,and went to work with the Ontario Power Company, 
Q. Why were you laid off? A, Ace of work. 
Qe What do you do at the Ontario Power Company? A. Blectrical 
maintenance. 
Q- You say the engineer in charge of your work was Robertson? 
A. Yes,the foreman was Henderson, 
Q» Did Henderson know hiw job well? A. Yes. 
Q- Was he an efficient manager of the men under him? 
See oa, Sir, 
Q- Was there a feeling amongst the men that the work of 
the foreman was generally carried on all right? A, Yes, as 
far as I know. 
Q- Were the men employed cn the work generally well quail- 
ified for that work? A. I would say 80; I do not think they 
would stay if they were not. 
Q- You might know? A, I could not say that; I would not 
know of my knowledge of workmen myself. 


Q.- Some workmen are more critical then anybody else? 


A. Yes,but in my position you could not consider me a 


judge of the work of another man. 

Qe I have known men to nites other people's work? 
7 a woild not; I am no criterion myself, 

TO COMMISSIONER J.A.R0SS; 


Q- How long have you lived in Chippawa? A. About three 


Yearse 


Q- And you never heard of Morrison's? A, No,Sir. As near 
as I can understand this Morrison property must be away | 
dgywn near Queenston or at the Whirlpool, and Chippawa is 
about eight miles up from there. In fact , Chippawa is at 


the other end of the canal, 
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TO THS CHAT RMAN; 
Qe From your Peneran ence aces of things,do you think the 
Chippawa Canal was constructed HUES Vell and well,and 
there was no waste of money on it at all? 
A. I could not form any knowledge of it. 
Q- You have not formed any? A. No,Sir, because I am not 
versed Pa ieee eee end enough to even try to 
form an opinion on whether it was too expensive a job or 
was not expensive enough. | 
Q- ¥ou do not like to form opinions unless you are qualified 
to pass on the subject? aA. No. 
Q. Well,you are unusual? A. Quite. 

MR.ACRES: There is no reflection on Mr.Herbold 
being laid off. It was a rush job; Mr.Robertson had to hire 
@ lot of men. 

WITNESS: We were only there a few days, 

MR.ACRSS: When the job was over,these men had to 
be re~distributed,and in a number of cases they were not 
required, and it was no fault of his that he was laid off, 

WITNESS: If there had been any fault,they would. 
not have taken me back, I went right back to work for the 
Hydro. 

TO THS CHAIRMAN: 
Q. Is there anything elee you would like to mention to us? 


A. Nothing whatever. 
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CHARTES R.NRWMAN, 


‘ TO THE CHAIRMAN: 


Q. Have you been here today? <A. I was here this afternoon 
for a short time but I was Called out a little while AZO» 

Qe You know we are a Commission of Inquiry to find out all 
we can about the Queenston-Chippawa Canal and its construct= 
don,and you have been here all the time: can you hely us 

vy giving us any information about the matter? 
A. I cannot give you any information at all. 

Q- You must xnow a good deal about it? <A. I know it has 
been a good thing for this locality. It has helped to build. 
up the city,and we have never felt the loss of the Hydro 
leaving because it has built it up and aaa it very substen- 
tial and put many a man in very good financial shape here, 

Q- Did you hear what was Said about boot legging? 

A, I do not know anything about that; it is out of my 

line altogether. 

Q. Have you anything to say about any phase of the construct- 
‘ton ~ anything that was done that might have been done better 
OF anything that was done that shoul not have been done? 
A. No,Sir. 

Q. Is there any part of it at the Palle? A. No,it is 
in the Township just Beas the city limits,to the west of 
here. 

a No part of it in Niagara Falls? “, No,none of the 
Const.ruction work on the Chippawa Canal, 

Q. I suppose if they decided to construct another aanal 
here,you would not have any objection? A, Would be delighted, 
2. You do not get any taxes fron it? <A. Not from the Canal, 


not to my knowledge, 
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Q. If you could tax it,it would help the town to pay 
ae rates? A. We have not that privilege. 
Q- What about the Ontario Power Company; do you tax the 
at all? <A. Yes,that is taxed. 
Q. Is there a fixed See sanent 4. Yes. 
| Q. Are there any other power plants within the municipality 
enone that? A. Not to my Knowledge. 
Q- They would be in Stamford,I suppose? 4. Yes,in the 
Township. 
(Qe What is the assessment on the Ontario Power? 
A. We have a fixed taxation of 375,000 a yearr 
Q- Would that be the assessment? <A. No,it is assessed at 
two and a half million dollars. 
Q. I suppose the rate on that $2,500,000 would be just the 
Bane as the rate on the rest af the proverty at Niagara 
Falls? A. Yes. 

MR.POP: The assessment is not to exceed 30 mills, 
TO THE CHAIRMAN: 
Q. The assessment is limited to tvo anda half million 
and the rate is limited to 30 milas? A.That is the maximum, 
gi. I suppose they always get the maximum taxation here; 
the taxes would be higher than 30 mills? A. Yes,it is higher, 
Q. That is quite satisfactory to you? A. Yes, we made that 
settlement with the Hydro. For sone time we hai trouble 
edit the taxes but we finally made that settlement. 
Q. You are quite satisfied with the assessment of two and 
ahalf million and the limit of 30 mills? A. Yes. : 
TO COMMISSIONER R.A.ROGS: 
Q. How is it the Ontario Power Comnany is in and the other 


power company is not? 
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MR.GABY: The limit of the municipality is 
between the two companies, 

COMMISSIONER R.A.ROSS: The assessment doeshot 
include the power station and the transformer station, 

MR.GABY: I am not so sure about the transformer 
St2tion, 

MAYOR NEWMAN : No, that is in ths Township, 

THE CHAT AWAW: Another vart ig Within the park 
Outside the city, 

MR.GABY: Part in the tovmship and vart in Lect ty 
and the transformer Btation is in the Towishiy of Stamford, 
TO THE CHATRMAN: 

Q- Did you have an agreenent With the Ontario Power Company 
for a fixed assessment before it Was taken over by the 
Hydro Power Commission? A. Yes,we had, 

MR.POPS: One fixed assessment had expired in 1916, 
25 years after WE Lot it, 

THY CHAIRMAN: Between 1916 and the time of the 
Act of last session was it assessed? 

MR.POPS: Yes,Sir,and paid for. We took the 1917 
Assessment and made that a fixed assessment,not to exceed 
30 mills, 

THE CHAIRMAN: Dig the city assess it higher than 
mthat in 1917? 

| MR.POPH: No, sir. 
Q- That seems a remarkably low assessment for a plant for 
which you paia $25,000,000, | 
A. $22,000,000, 
| MR.GABY; That includes the transformer station and 


Pipe line, Including the new Pipeline,the book values amounted 


| 


a sot 


ee | 
eR By Ge) 


Ne 


~ 


oan nally 


si 


te 


ay; 


syitt't 


4 ry 
riers | 


i) 


‘at 


ts 


ve 
4 


eu 


op, 
Vet ate ae THcPay OS, 


a 


ee ue 
Re aities Sent yy 
* Dae AEE et oe 


4 3 


vat 


ake ee ee 
Dyas tes 


hy 


tt #) f x & th HS Rs we 


ae) 
oe ies {AS © 


CIES og ve ert 


aut 
oes 


ww aad ee lsd 


at 


ony * 


my 
Hs Fh tal dak NA 


ew i A 


He CRA ee 


1 PA areeh hid be 


oe 


Hee on 
Met Pin Be 9 


Ve ati ay fi 


; ve ee Whe ‘we 


Prey td 


Sn Fie he! 


dp yy ah 


Saha 


mad 
is iee 


ay ot helt “ ey 


: PLS, hee hot 


oe 
ol PES 


Lug ute net “ 


ay 


wv 


n ‘, 
09 (900 ie Sz ; 


-2663 - 
to probably~eone $26,000,000 or $27,000,000 - that is 
ineliding the new pipeline and all extra equipment. 
| MR.POPS: The pipeline is all underground. 

That would not be within the limits of the city. | 

~THS CHAT RMAN; It is very pleasant to find the 
municipality and the corporation satisfied with the assess- 
ment and the tax rate. 

Ma.POPS: That settlement was made in the Attorney~- 
General's office and ratified by Act of Parliament of April, 
1922. 

| MAYOR NEWMAN: This isa the first year we have had 

that fixed assessment and fixed taxation of $75,000. 
TO Tis CHATRMAN: 
Q- Is that the highest tax you ever received from them? 
A. Yes,the largest amount. 

MR.GABY; I think we paid one year higher than 
that. 

MR.POPZ: The mill rate was higher than it is oe 

THE CHAIRMAN; I do not see why that property 
should be put on a different footing from any other. 
When the Ontario Power Company owned it,surely they should 
have paid the same rate of taxes. 

MR.POPS; No, under the Statute only the land 
is assessed. | 

TH@ CHAIRMAN: The Act is wrong; if you go agross 
the river I will venture to say that on the New York side 
they do aot get any such terms as that. 

MR.POPS: Municipally owned oroperty is not 


assessed anyway. 
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THE CHAIRMAN: It is not municipally owned. 

MR.POPE: Pardon me, it is the same as this 
City Hall puilding. 

THE CHAIRYAN: If one municipality owns property 
in another,I think you will find their nponents is not 
exempt from taxation. When it is within its own municipality 
it does not meke any difference because it would be only 
taking money out of Bel nock er and putting it in the other. 
TO THE CHAIRMAN? 

Q. In 1921 you got $107,865,s0 the effect of the Act was to 
cut it down from $107,865 to $75,000? A. Yes,we have had it 
considerably reduced. 

Q. And the year before it was $86,242? A, The Attorney- 
General told us that we were entitled to very much less than 
that, I think it was $50,000,and he advised us to settle. 

We consider we made a very good bargain when we fixed the 
tax rate at what we did. We had considerable trouvle 
previous to that. There was an emergency pipeline put in 
duying the war,and the Commission did not think it should 
be assessed. 

Q. Thatis what they call the third pipe line? A. I believe 
BO» 

Q. Is there anything further you would like to say? 

NOs. do not think so,Mr.Chairman, 

MR.POPG: In connection with the Ontario Power 
Company ,we appealed from the assesament on the ground that 
only the lands were taxable,and the Ontario Railway Board 
sustained that. Consequently they could only have got 
about half what they are getting now under that ruling of 


the Ontario Railway « Municipal Board. 
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THS CHAIRMAN: If the Ontario Power Company still 
owned that property,it would not have been entitled to 
that exemption? A. Not unless they arranged it. All the 
power companies had exemption to a certain extent and some 


of them have not run out yet. 


CLARENCE ROBINSON. 

Q- Where do you live? A. Niagara Falls. 
Q. What is your occupation? A. Mechanic. 
OQ. Have you ever worked for the Hydro Power Commission? 
A. Yes. 
Q- What did you do? A. I was a mechanic and foreman for 
the Toronto Division at McRae Street; I was there about eight 
months. 
Q- When was that? A. November,1918, until June,I believe, 
the following year. 
Q.- Whom were you under there? A. Mr.#asman,Toronto. 
Q- How long did you continue under him? A. I could not say 
how long Mr. Hasman stayed there. 
Q- Who was the next one? A. Mr.Breckles. 
Q- Where was that? <A. MoRae Street,Niagara Falls; it was 
under the Toronto Division,underMr .Bodley ; it was not under 
Mr.Angell. 
Q. Although located here? A. Yes, it was run from Toronto, 
Q. Who would be the head of the Department in Toronto? 
A. I understood it was Mr.Bodley. 

MR.GASY: Mr.Bodley was in charge of the garage. 

TH CHAIRMAN: Would he be under you at Toronto? 


MR.GABY: I believe he was reporting,in the early 
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part of the construction direct tome,and latterly to the 


Service Department. 


Q- Where would that be? A. In Toronto. 
Q. What were you working at here? A. I was a mechanic for 


a few months and was promoted to foreman from being 


mechanic. 


Q- How long did you continue? «aA. I was there until June, 

I believe,the following year - about eight months in all 

I was under that division. 

Q. When would that eight months be up? aA. I believe in 
June,1919 - somewhere axound that. 

Q.- How was it you came to leave? 

A. The pay was cut,for one thing, from $32.50 a week,and it 
wale not enough. That is why I left; I had been getting about 
$45 a week; the rate was raised and the hours cut down,and 
it lowered my pay so much that I could not live on it; with 
the high cost of living I had tqhave more than that. 

Q@- Then what did you do? A. I went into business for myself 
the Pav low tc January,and then I went down on the 

tachi en work in the township. 

Q- At what point? <A. I was under the Hlectrical Department. 
Q- At what place? aA. In the machine shop,Whirlpool garage. 
Q- Who was the Sere vationt there? A. I was under Mr, 
Hablow; he was electrical enginoer. 

Q- Were there any charges against you when you left the 
Toronto Garage’? A. Not that I know of; Mr.Hewston came 
from Toronto and told me J had to report,and I said,"What is 
it?" And he said, "You are not looking after youtmen as 


you should." J said,"In what way?" And he said he was told 
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I did not watch them as quickly as before,and I asked Stewart 
if he remembered the orders he gave me that {~ had to work 
and look after the men as well. 
Q. Did Breckel, stay on after you left? <A. Shortly after, 


he left. 


‘Q- Why did he leave? A. I do not xnow. 


Qe Who succeeded you as foreman? aA.Mr.George Hukergson; 
they put three foremen on and gawe us three, ei ght-hour 


shifts - myself,Hukerson and George McLaughlin,and after I 


left they put it back into ten or twelve hour shifts. I 


worked twelve fours when I was there. 

Q. Was there any trouble between Breckles and Hukerson? 

&. Not between Breckles and Hukerson that I know of. 

Q. What did you do after you got this engagement at the 
Whirlpool? <A. I was electrician's helper. 

a. Did you run a car yourself? A. Under construction here, 
no,Sir. 

Qe What nay did you get? A. 50¢ an hour, eicht hours a dey, 
straight pay,and two hours time and a half; that made really 


55¢ an hour for the ten hours we worked. 


ve Did you take charge of any garage after you left the 


> 


Mewairipool? A. No,Sir,' not for the Hydro. 


Q.- You did not take charge for them at any time? A. Well, 

when I was at the city garage,I was not foreman,they sated 
it night superintendent; in fact I was in full charge under 
Mr.Breckles. JI was under him and I had to do as he told me, 


Q- How long were you at the Whirlpool? <A. I started in 


_ January,1920,and I left there last February. 


Qe You were there a good while? aA. About tvo years - part 


of the time in the garage, part of the time in tue electrical 
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Department and part of the time electric welding,and one 
week pipe fitting. ; 

Q- You should have a pretty good knowledge of conditions 
around the garage; how did you find them? A.Very satisfact- 
ory as far as I —— concerned. I was only a helper. 1 
Would consider it a helper; T was paid 65% an nour. 

Q- You were there for two years? A. I was at the Hydro 
for about two years. was only in the garage for about part 
of one summer; I was running &@ concrete mixer, I was out 


of the garage about seven miles fromthe garage, 


| Q- Running a concrete mixer? A. No,I ran the engine 


that runs the concrete mixer, 
Q» Did you continue to do that until you left, about a 


year aio? A. No,Sir, I did that for & while and then rf 


; Tan an electric welder, It waa in the fall, quite Colas tT 


think it was Thanksgiving Day I changed, 

Q. Then after that,what did you do? 4, I bonded until x 
was laid off; I left that job in December,I believe, Hd 
was transferred to below the bank,and then they laid off a 
lot of hands, and I was one of them that waa Aen Ot £5 


Q» How was it YOu came to leave the garage? <A. Which one? 


| Q- The second one? A. Because they shortened the 


hours. f could make more money any place else, You would 


not work for $32.50 or $31.50 when you could make more some 


place else. 


Q.- Was there any other reason? aA, Hot particularly,no. fr 


wanted t2 quit a month before I did and Mr.Breckles said he 
could not reviace me, That is why I left, and when I got 


an Opportunity I left them; they found Somebody to replace me 
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ang they let me go. I wanted to quit and then he saia, 


All right,you can go", 
Q.- Was there anything about the way in which that garage 
was run which was not as it might have been? A. Not that 


I know of. I would not hire the superintendent as a 


mechanic if Re had come to me and asked for work; that is 


the only objection I found with it. He may have been 


all right as a superintendent. He might not be able to be 
amechanic perhaps. 


Q.- In what respect,did he fall short of doing the work? 


Maelo oOne time particularly he fell short oh an electriéal 


job that I was doing; he had it already for me and told me 
to go ahead and finish it,and when I went to finish it, it 
was all wrong,and I had to do it all over again. He came 
in the morning and was a satisfied,and he said,"You put 
in too much time", and I asked him why he did not put it 
on,and he could not give me any excuse. It made a short 
circuit. 

Q@- What system was used in letting out cars? A. They had a 
man on the foor, I just looked after the repairing. 

q» You were a good while tuere,and you ought to know what 
they did supposing anyone wanted a car? A. They could not 
have it. 


Q. What would they have to bring in order to get a car? 


A. Had to get authority from Mr.Angell or Mr.Scribbing, 


Q- Could not they get authority from anybody else? Ae I 


believe they refused officiads. 


Q- Would they have to have an order from Mr.Angell or Mr. 
Scridvins? A. Bither a telephone or a written order. 


Q. How many cars were there there? A. I sup nose there 
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would be forty cars and trucks. 

Q. Surely Mr.Angell or Mr.Seribbins would not have to give 
& special order every time a oar was taken out? 

A. That is different. There were different cars for | 
different men; there is a car supplied by Hydro,and thy 
¢an take their own car out, Pie cara from that ,nobody 

can take it out without an order, 

Qe How many of these cars are supposed to ba under the 
control of any particular man? A. I could not say, - Mr, 
Goribbins and Mr.Angell and several others, 

Q. Would ne. be half of th: cars that certain men would 
have a spacial call on? <A. I do not think we had a spare 
car there at all. 

Q. You said there were some cars that certain men would have 
& claim on? A. All of than. 

Q@. Certain men would have a particular claim on a car? 

A. Surely; it was considered his car - owned by the Hydro. 
@» No one else would be aola to take that car out except 
that ee A. No, unless we had authority and he was not using 
it for the day. 

Q@.- Could not he give authority himself to another man to 
take it out if he did aot want it himself? A. Not without 
coming to me,;without an order from Mr.Sseribpins or Mr. 
Angell, thay could not have it. 

Q The car would have to be used by the man himself. Was 
that the system all the time? A. When I first went there,it 
was not. ‘Brezy Car was taken out oy a varticular man and 
ths car charged out to him, and then they changed it, and 


they had to get mn order from Mr.Scribbins or Mr.angell, 


| oa a or wi pie a 
" Wodon, ings ai wine gud: tho a9 vO. deeds 
| -e9b20 ne suede ue a 


1) ast # so KEK a 4 : 


vox wi ost ‘a benwo ~ “neo a hil boreb ince enw oh een 
dquoxe duo ae tale oted cd ‘elas ad bLiow sete eae ‘ow 
pues Jor aaw ad bus we hoittus bad ew seolay ,o a oes Ys 
| ee | | | “ee ond wor 

ae nom tontona. og Aloem id Yd dacs due ev ig ox son brued i 9 
teoud fy aie ck  CXLeemkd 3h tonw Jom bib ax at) sue tis Re) 
nu to entidinot. sa mort xobto ma guorndtivnyem of- Be 

dt eved don Biioo etd Hegak 

say - stows aes oct 3 ‘ hean od ied coved biLow 1a edt e 
‘gh,esedd snow teak I ceuW of binaikd ed3 {le mo Tae en3 ‘seatt 
rs aut ialvo brand 8 Yo tho neste st new ZS9 eve 2 TOU a8 | 


brn tt bepiaio Ysais. ned bar ,mli of tue bograsio 129 ait | 


eilegnk. tk ‘to an ted Prod. 2 nov? tebr0 ar 20% ot bed sa aa 


. 


i 


-2671- 
Q. I do not uncerstand what you mean as to what the 
system was? A. Mr.Scribbins had a car No.86. 
Q. You had 40 cars there? A. 40 cars and trucks for 
different jodos and different men. 
Q@. One car would be in there for John Smith,and another for 
Jim Jones? <A.They would use the same car each day. 
Q. They would not require any order to take that car out? 
A. No,Sir; some of the cars were not <ept at the garage. 
Q. Supposing John Smith,did not come in himself,but sent 
somebody else, would you give that car to the other party? 
A. If he was an official acting in his capacity while there, 
and the gentleman was not using it. 
Q. Supposing he was not an official? A. That would not 
be our business. It was not for me to say who was an 
official or who was not. 
Q. Supposing John Smith went a note saying, "Give my car to 
so-and-so", would that be accepted? A. It all dejends on 
who it was. 
Q- I thought you said it was not your business? <A. You can 
tell a driver or a bum or anything like that from a man with 
ability. 
Q. If you thought a man could not handle the car, you would 
not let him have it,but if he could handle the car, you 
would not require anything further? <A. Provided we had 
an idea who the officials were,and who was on the job. 
Q. How would you know the man was on the job? Supposing 
I had a car there,and I sent a note toyou to let my car 
out to a certain man, how would you know that man was on 


the job? A. Mr.Scoribbins should have autaority for that, 
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Q- Before that? aA. They did not go out unless the man 


Be that really claimed the car took it out himself, and what 

he did after that I did not have any jurisdiction over. 

, Q- Supposing I had a car there in my name,and I took that 
Car out and somebody was waiting outside the door and 
jumped into nat car and drove it off instead of me? A. You 
would not have got the car. 

Q- I had got it? A. Not if someone was outside the door 

you would not get it. 

Q- Supposing someone was outside and jumped into the car, 
after I drove it out, and I turned it over to him? 

A. I suppose ieowoutd have togo; I could aot run after you; 

there is no spare oar to g9 after you with. 

Q. If I was an employee of the Hydro and I had a car there, 

I could take that car out at any time I pleased? a. If 

you were an official,yes,Sir. 

Q. If I was an official and you took it to my place,I 

could let somebody else drive the car? 4A. That would be 

? up to you; that would be out of my jurisdiction. 

Q. Was that done in many cases,to your knowledge? 

A. To my knowledge I could not say that it was ever done. 

Q. Ever hear of any report about the use to which the © 

cars were put? <A. No,Sir. 

Q- How long would they be out? aA. They are generally in 

by night; some cars come in at six o!clock,some at nine; it 

| Paws depends on what work they are doing. 

Q- Some come in the next day? A. No,s3ir. 

Q. Would they all have tobe back the day they were taken out? 


A. They would keep them in the garage. 
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Q- You could aot tell whether they kept them in their om 


garage or another person's? <A. There were three different 


cars not kept in the main garage where I was, 

Q. Supposing I took out my car and drove off 50 miles,and 
did not get back until the next day, might that not peppers 
Aa aL NOt ee With me that I know of. 

Y. It may have happened with some other people? 

a. It might have. I was there to look after the repairing; 
that is all I was there for. 

Q-. Did some of the cats come back in a very battered 


condition? A. If it came in in a battered condition,I 


‘would «now. 


Q. Supposing @ man took it out,you could not follow that 
car all the time? A. No,I was not hired for that purpose. 
Q- You might keep that car out for a day or two,for all 
you know? A. That was not up to me; I could sot control 
that. 

Q. How long would the cars be out at a time? A. I cannot 
Pell ee | 

Q. Were sorie out for three or four days? A. There was a 
man kept on the door,and you could find that out from hin, 
Mr. Kinghorn. 

Q- Did he keep a record of when the cars went out and 


vhat time they came back? A. Yes,Sir, 


@. You would «now pretty well being there all the time? 


A. The repair department was at the back end,and the 
door was at the front end. 


Q. You could look; you had @yes? A. In “hat way, do 


you nean? 
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Q. You would have a pretty good idea how long the cars 


ee would be out; did they have a right to keep them out? 


A. They could do as they eqgere that was not under me. 

Q» Of Mr.Scribbins or Mr.Angell came for their car, they 
could get it? A. I could not nar mene cannot have it", 
Q. If you had raised trouble about them taking it out? 

A. I would not have held the position. 

Qe You are not there to ask questions? A. I was there to 
do repairing,and the sopeviiiendant looked after the rest. 
Q- How long did that systwm continue of having them take 
out cars whenever they pleased? A. What do you mean? 

@. You said they could get a car out without an order from 
Mr.Angell or Mr.Seribbins? A. That was anyone else other 
than the man who had the car charged to him - which do you 
mean? | 

Q- When did that new systwm begin? Did not the time come 
when tary man had tohave his owm car? A. Not while I 
was thsre; I was at the construction work; I understood 
they were trying to get a system like that,but I do not 


know how it turnsd out. 


g Q- Up to the time you loft there,thers were cars allottad 


be FO ke Ne 


to certain men? A. Hach car had its own number. 
Q. And its own man? aA. Yes. 
Q. Then if anyones é¢lse wanted ons of thse cars,thsy sould 


not cons vith an order from the man whoss name it was under, 


but they had to bring an order from Mr.Ang-sll or Mr. 


Scribbins? A. Provided Mr.Angsll was sot there and someone. 


acted in his place. 


Q- It would be eith:r one of these men or somsone with 
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authority fromthem? aA. purely; they were not ‘andl everybody's 
use - just for these men Mottin act Thess men were supp- 
osed to look after their cars, eae they left the garages. 
Q. t Me AGtet ood that no one could get a car out unless it 
was his car, without us order from Mr.Angell or Mr.Scribobi ns? 
A. There cars were used every day to my knowledge by these 
particular men. | 
Mea tina t understood you to say that applied to all the cars in 
“the garage? A. All the touring cars and roadsters. Hveryone 
was taken up by a particular man, one No.166 and another 
No126 - each car was allotted to a different ian,and there 
were sees others to go around, | 
Qi These men could take their cars out whenever they 
Pieced without permission of anyone? A.As far as I was 
concerned. 
Q. If someone else wanted to use one of these cars,he 
had to get an order from Mr.Angell or Mr.S8cribbins to take 
it out? A. Yes. 
Q. <As far as Mr.Angellts car was Coneoaredtee Mr.Seribbina, 
could they give an order to anyone to take their car out? 
A. When Mr.Breckles came,he inaugurated that syste; | 
before he came I could not say. 
Q. What was the sy st em pefore? A. Just enough cars to go 
around; there were not any left over; we did not have a 
car in there unless it was broken down, 
Q- Hach man had his own car,and he could take out that 
car whenever he wanted to? aA. Yes, a car for each official 
that needed a car at that time, 
Q- ee he wanted someone else to take that car out, 


could he order that car to be handed out? A. It never 
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eccur that way . I Btppese if he had an order he could have 
gotten it. 
‘Q- Each man had direct control of his om car?” 
A. He surely did. | 
Q. Was there any J ox. riabhg do ne with the cars? 
A. “You cannot prove it by me, I do not know. I was not 
hired outside the sarage; I got 50¢ an hour while t was 
in there and nothing after.. 
@- To your knowledge were any of these used for bootlegging 
eee A. Not to my knowledge, 
ve Ever find any liquor in them? A. Never looked in,not 
being a drinker,I did not look for such things. 
Q- Were there sufficient repairs to keep you bu sy? 
A. Yes,and we earned our money ,every cent, . 
Q- Were you the only one there repairing cars? aA. No, 
had about 19. 
hat Repairing 40 cars? a, Yes, cars and trucks; there 
should pays been half again as many considering the road 
conditions we had at that time - washing,cleaning and 


manning the gasoline pumps and the oil,and the whole 


mire uLak Ls 


We Nineteen altogether? A. Drivers and all; we had to 
have three spare drivers enecae- if a shovel broke down, 

we had to send a truck to take the men to sith, 

irs ae you each getting 15g an nour? a. No, all the way 
cae 15g an hour to 50¢; they brought men from? oronto and 
they worked for 15¢ an hour. 

Wee Did any of you put any extra time in? 

J A. Well, we worked 12 hours & night; we were there 13 hours, 
ae hour at noon; that was our noon,and I had to work that 


hour for nothing. I had to be there and open and close the 
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aco and pour gasolina andwhat ever had to be done at that 
time. -If a driver had to take a truck out ,I had to pump 
gasoline in and open the door,and I had to do that free of 
charge and take my meal there. 

Q- Your 12 hours ran from one o'clock? <A. From six at 
night until seven in the moming. 

Q- Then would you get overtime for that? aA. That is 

just straight time. 

Q. Did you get extra for working at night? A. No,just 50 
I had been making 55¢ at the City Garage before I went 
there,but I went there because there were longer hours and I 
could make ore. 

Q- How many otners would ve working there at night? 

A. There was myself ani between 15 and 20 men,I suppose 
altogether, that is Qrivers and all. 

Q. Malf there at night and half in the day time? Ao Only 
about tg in the day Ca when I went there there were 
eight or nine, 
ut You mean eeeat ne? A. At that time there was just as 
many at night. | 
Qe Would Pere, ve llavat) night? A. T Ssh a aoe there 
would be Lor 16 or 17; I was not there to see them going 
home in eer trina. There was an nour between when we 
Changed shifts; that was supposed to be meal time. cit 
would leave at seven and I would host thera coming out. 

Q- You were there in the day time? Ae AG CLS aT started 
there as a day mechamic. 

Q. meee cars must nay. been used a great dengan keep 

80 many busy 4 eel as I said before, considering t he sare peste 


of ene road, there Eanes have been half as many more as there 
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was. This Hydra wo rk was new and the roads were just 
fijelds. You could not go past the Stanley bridge; I 
have seen times when they could not get near the job. 
Q. Who would pay for the gasoline? <A. The Hydro. 
Q. How much gasoline was used? A. I could aot say, that 
was not in my part of it. I charged up the gasoline that 
went t) each car each day on a slip. I could not tell you 
what it is now; that we four years ago,anu tiat is history 
to me now. 
q- Don?t you recall any history? A. No. 
Q. Who furnished the tires? A. The Hydro. There were 
good tires kept on the cars; there was @ stock of them. 
Q. What make of cars were they? A. McLaughlin, 

Q. All of them? A. At that time McLaughlin cars and Reo 
ohead waggons and Packard trucks,and one No.5 Pierce truck, 
a five ton truck, that was fore to Toronto shortly after I 

} went there. [I never saw it around all the time I was 
there. It broke down and they sent it to Toronto. They did 
Mot fix it in Niagara Falls that I know on 

Q. Were there any accidents tothe cars at any time? 

A. Only one that I xnow of; that was a touring car or 
roadster. J had strict orders fron the Superintendent that 
“I was not to work Sunday Nisht. My pay was to begin on 
Monday; $80 every half month,and they could not afford to 
pay me that,and they said to take Sunday noe off, but so 
as to keep things running smoothly and have everything out 
| on Monday norning,I would come back ani stay until 12 
o'clock on Sunday,and sometimes I got naid and sometimes I 


was 
did not, but as I/left in charge,I wanted to see things 
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cies an smoothly,and one car was taken by a driver after 
that and broken, That was not up to me; I do not know what 
caused the breakage. It was broken,and I know it was 
there the next morning. There were two or three drivers, 
I guess,together in it,and they took advantage of that 
perind between 12 and one o'clock in the night. That was | 
car No.80 belonging to Mr.Angell at that time. I understood 
afterwards that the chap that was connected with it and to 


/ 


bhame fcr it,paid the bill,and I understood it was around 
$80 or something like that,and I was told he had topay 

the bill. Of course that was nothing to me. I was not 
working there at the time. 

Q- Where did you go after you left the garage? A. I 

went into business for myself at Niagara Falls. .I went on 
&@ holiday for about Sool WEEKS, 

Q@- Did not you go to Harrison's? aA. I went in the 
January following, that would be in 1920,I believe. I went 
to wore for Mr.Nablow as 6lectrician's helper. Hydro 
closed down for some trouble and the men were off. 

ge Was this place you went to a Hydro place? A. I went 
t9 the electrical dspartnent on construction work. I was 
working under Mr.Nablow who was the engineer. 

Q- What did you get there? A. 50g an hour, 10 hours a day, 
eight eee Straight time and the other two hours,time and 
a half,which made $5.50 a day. 

Q- You would not make as much there as you did in this 
Other job? A. It was necessary to work once in a while on 
Sunday; shovels were broxen down and that was the time to 
repair them on Sunday when they were not working, 


, Page2681 follows. 


. ox: Aes d 


wal 


T baw «ne ery 8 


ss 


ows | oxow etea] 


& 


eis 


YY Las LAR che ma ene Ne ‘ 

hdl Sha Tan? to ger es oP x woot we ae i3 w Iisa, + . he: 

keDON AP NCE eat age i meine Spa ea 

ie Pais PANS do i Ak Boal le eee r Peta er a 

He 1 RE ib tS ® FSGay ET Oe f ah ROO 'o AG PAB i 

‘ : tA (aot, 5 ou ) ; : Lats ‘ 

yea ee ai Moo ie VL yO iain " . ‘ f ‘ At nee) AN 

ip Wg ( ; i Gao in ) ' rh . SADA 

val i, ’) . fi a | i wh (ae 

Oe ey te ee reg amr * f “ot Cet corte oy f 2 

Page 7% OTe Ae pe aS es D xOotaae ov + he bs fa £ at gn tth bic tm O we CHO Ota 

og ey Loe * A uy ee en ’ 

i S x : : WD Pus ie ah oa 

nee iy ‘ Aa ; . Neon A Reis tlk 

y Pa ™ tes essa ey | elas ae a ee ur ane ee a 
ik dike botoontioo asw tat gado edt daas 8p 


ia é 
Yur bie mI mm Bid 


Shien a a a aeye wees Anite Ate cable Ga prune mY oY Poe We, 
me) ule bow 5 AC iB Ry Bw a I A zt . G Peat oa CRS ¥ de? b Rha aw Lid: # F . & eg s we, Paw 
ie ; y * d i Lal Ne, : bs 
} d 
" Ne An 
\ 


ms a 1. Bg ae s Dee 
hak ed Slot saw T baw, sents ots git se ono. 


~ 5 euw " a, % me " cert 4 ao ne ny ah oh o 
wt. .@m oF BAINOR @fv 7bkv Om ene aay 


( 
ui f san ¥ / ” 
? vert ww GP Abet \e 
j iM 
. 1 
Bra ey ' Art , y i 
Pea 1s i en”) “ , Ph aeoa ie aii ny i ep a WT aN ar 
ave ) f rs ~ 8 inf * ‘ ¥v* a a ee rf ‘ re roy 
HOE) ‘ EL a y STR Os ESS pp Ue aT J Von KID i, yas Le 0 PY OF 
i By . 7 
) Y ¥ . 
his eich iene Be cit pow dee ee bt ae wee eo? ashen tea 
Ba) ae eh 0 Ghats pap ty fy lta ee Wie ah aw tre be & be gAoamreeug 
y Vy i 
fi 
’ [ 
e a oor we 
eThie.ce Shy 8¢ 
i 
Aa 
H 
Mf - b WV P p 
" " “uy Fe Chay Dang mi 
iy Ay ka a NGS oo WW Ae ee) a 1 i Oat ane Se 5S 
HT " . 
} ; 
{ ‘ \ i \ if 
i { a 4 ‘ G " ' ; ‘ © 
‘tee lee tele - wy wert of. ~ Ps Pe) 7 esire hi wrk antes © 
Rey Ve iis COMETS Lek EAD a 4 De fae A BAG wm We wy ge BY OO, 
wf 4 { ; 
Aes i, 
t 4 ; Of ; TOOROT AOA Pca | pear CONT OCR MCR ERE Se TRS | ol a Sh hr sf MoS a a a 
Cun orbvt ixeqtede Inein ti toole Gm WOoLPeiy te 40a) 
1 Se ry ‘ 
oe esy ; : ; 7 
‘ / ‘ ' \ Pee By 
: A 
, oe LEO CORR Mii Abie ROT) et AM emok ie oe OB 
4 e Rf | M ( 
b fi eae te 4" ‘ y 


nme 


“i lan, 9 f ry on mf a oS aN 8.0 oS ve Le @ bs oy eons % ® ded 


f d ee f a » ren . - ay 7 
OR ters, a" va wel oe ow te . ° re it ee iy ps * 
i ABR N Sid Ow MOTOS SEMGO  O. wWaet 


- ; " \ A 
- aon % 2 ape ik deal!) ob és oe wy if , ae 5 =y' or eh CL cw 
’ a6 PHEHL; i d Ai vo § fh 2 fon teat Vv ‘ Wa LW A a f @ wy Yan ip te 4 o Leryn Fy AY 


bins omit ark ¢ ut owt trodso eid ne emma 


= 


; ‘ Noe 
$f iginsie pr niee dein 
sea 


wih: 


erey 
‘ 


UD eg ee BES. HOY! Ba exeny soe. as @ Baim ton bt Low 


Ate 


onto Biow ot. “wiasnsoes A aa re 4 


Oh Ops v0 " 


1 cad: aetond ® tow 


w see ae 


-2681- 

Q. Would you rather work there than in the garage? 
ree I vetvers I would. 
Q- How was the organization in the garage? «A. I would 
consider it all right. Of course it would aot be for me to 
say. If I was superintendent or something like that,it 
would be my chance to speak,but being as I was only a 
mechanic and foreman,I could not say. My organization 
under lip was all right. 
Q- Sometimes the mechanics see more than others do? 
A. If I was as smart as that,I would have been superintend- 
ent; I would not have been foreman, 
Q. If you had been superintendent,you would have run 
things as they were run there? A. I do one now; seeing 
is bslieving; I would have to try it to see. 
Q- How does it strike you these garages should be run, 
Neh &® lot of men taking Cars out at the exvense of the 
Hydro? <A. I would corisider it was perfectly all right as 
far as my knowledge goes. ff 
Q- What is the life of a car there? A. Never wore any out 
while I was there. 

MR.ACRHS: They are running yet,everyone of tiand 

WITNSS5; That is what I was there for ~ to keep 

then going. There were two returned to Toronto while I 
was there; one No.86 and the other No.78,I believe. They 
were roadsters. They were returned to Toronto; they took 
@ notion they world like to do tne rebuilding in Toronto 
instead of here; no.125 went back to be enue) that 
was @ little roadster, 

THS CHAIRMAN: Did you have any Pierce Arrow 


cars there? 
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Ny No,I wish we had.: I would have liked to have seen 

. 
a few of them. The McLaughlin car was the best we had 
there at the time; that is not a bad car. Mr.Gaby's car 
came over once; it was a Packard; that was the only other 
one we had besides tne McLaughlins. 
Q. Had that been in an accident? A. No,Sir,just storage. 
We just had one accident while I was there,and I was not 
there then, or it would not have happened. 
§ They seem to have driven with sane care? A.Well,yes, 
I say they did, considering the roads they had to travel 
over. I would not drive my car over the roads they had to 
go over. 
Q5) You. did) not know what xhe roads they went over? 
A. I have been out on the job myself; I ales eeeit looks 
like. I have seen the roads and I have scraped mud off the 
cars when they came in, sometimes when we were rushed. 
Q. When was the garage vut under control at Niagara and 
taken out of control from Toronto? «a. I was working at. 
construction work when it was changed over. There was 4 
superintendent by the Name of Burnett after Mr.Breckles, 
and then Wo Burkett, anid then Mr.Price,. 
Q. Why did the change take place? A. I could not tell you; 
I was not connected with it at that time; yow will have to 
ask someone else wio was in it at the time. 
Q.- Were the ae paid the men there,the same as the 
rates paid atier men an the work? <A. One mechanic ee 
50¢ an hour,the same as I did,and I was foreman mechanic 
and responsible and everything else, but theother man got 


as much as I did,and later on they cut our hours dow and 
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raised me to 6@%¢ an hour,and then the next san nearest 
ne was 60¢ an hour,and that only made $32.50 a week for 
me,and I could get more than that any place else,and I 
wanted to go. I had worked as a shoe clerk and I made 
just as much as a shoe clerk as I did there at the same 
number of hours a day, eight hours. 
Q.- You mean the wages paid were less thun they should have 
been as compared with other work? A. It was the poorest 
paying one in garage work in Niagara Falls. You could 
make more money any place else than you could there at 
garage work,only you got longer hours, 
Q- You were able to make a pretty g20d sum per week? 
A. At first I would consider it a good sum; afterwards I 
would not consider it worth while bothering with. 
Q- About $132 a month? <A. Later on,on construction work... 
Q- At this garage job you made $130 a month? A. No,Sir, 
wnen I was foreman I would make from $80 to $100 twice 
a month; that woild be $160 a month. 
4 That was a good wage? A. Surely,but aliI could do 
Was work and sleep. I was there 12 hours and 13 hours and 
soxetimes 14 hours. If they happened to be a little rushed 
in the evening,I had to stay extra hours. 
Q- I would not say you were unierpaid? aA. In proportion’ 
to other jobs,yes. Stop and figure it out at 50g an hour. 
You do not figure the total amount you make; you figure the 
amount per hour,and I had come from a job at 552 an hour 
when I went there. 
Q- How many hours a day did you work in the Hydro garage? 


A. i2 hours was our regular time. 
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Q- Seven days a week? A. At first,until they thought it 
was too much money, 
Q- When you made $80 and $100 every two weeks,how many 
hours did you work a day? A. I was yenitas 12 hours 
a day at 50g an hour and seven days a week, 
Q- You worked all the time? A. Yes, 
Q- Pretty heavy joo? A. Seven days a week,I would 
consider it was. 
Q. You earned your money? A. I would not want to do the 
Same job over again for that money. I could not go to 


& show or any place else. 


MATHANTIUL BRILLINGER, 
TO THS CHAIRMAN: , 
Q- Where do you live? A. Chippawa, 
Q- What is your position? A. I operate that Government 
bridge. 
Q- Did you work at any time for the Hydro Blectric Power 
Commission? A. About 16 months. 
Q. When was that? <A. I think from April,1920, to September 
1921. , 
Q@. About a year and a half; what did you do? «aA. Operator. 
Q. What kind of Wad eet A. Operating the sub-station, 
the transformer, Chippawa sub-station. 
a. Do you now anything acout a fire that took place 
at the transformer station at Chivpawa? A. When the sub- 
station burned down,I was not there,and I know nothing avout 
that. 
a. Were you at the transformer Station about the time of the 


fire at the cable-way station’? A. Yes,Sir. 
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Q- When was that? <A. That was the latter part of 
September,1921. I came off on Sunday morning,the latter 
part of an eighthour shift from 12 to 8 in the morning. 
Q@.- Had any change taken place prior to the fire? 

A. Yes, they Changed the system the day before, 

Q. What changes were made in the system? A. Instead of 
feeding from the Ontario Transformer,they cut it out and it 
was controlled from Montrose sub-stati.n. 

Q- Tne change was made on the Seturday’ A. Yes. 

Q- Who was on duty at the time? A. Tf do not remember 
which one it was; probably Rudolph. 

Q. Supposing you had been on duty at the time the fire 
took place, could you have done anything to prevent it? 
A. Not under the conditions after theyfade the change, 
I could not, 

Q. rf the change had not been made? «aA. I think there 
would nave been some chance, 

Q. How would you stop it? <A. Drop the load,that would 
stop the fire works; probably the lightning struck it 
and that would knock it out at first. | 

ee After the Chanse was made you think you could not 
stop it? A. Nvo,I do aot think so, 

Q. Was there a watchman at work all tne time on the 
cable~way’ A. Supposed to be,yes. 

Q- Was there one on duty at the time this fire took 
place? A. I heard 80; I do not snow positively. 

Q- Would not the watchman have been able to dgsmething 
to stop the fire if he had been there? Who was the 


watchman? A. Mr.Rowe,I believe. 
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Q- Where was eine the time the fire took place? 
A. I do not know, except by hearsay, | 
Q- Does hearsay tell you he was there or that he was not? 
A. Hearsay says he was not there. 
Q. What do you say the cawheof the fire was? <A. Short 
cirouit; that is what I was told; from what reason I 
do not know. 
Q. Bid a fire ica place at any time you were in charge? 
A, We had one rap of lightning come in there at 
one time. 
'Q.. What happened then? A. It knocked the power off and 
set the insulation on fire on one of the breakers, and 
put one bank of the transformer out of business. 
Q- Was due protection taken at all times to guard against 
fire? A. That is at the sub“station,yes. 
Q- Were proper Eee taken as far as you know? 
A. While I was there,yes. 
Q. When you were not Creme de eae know anything about it? 
A. WNo,I do not «mow what was done after. 
TO COMMISSIONER R.A.ROSS: 
Q. You said there was a change made in the station the 
day before tho fire occurred? A. Yes, 
Q»- What change was made? A. Instead of feeding from the 
Cntario transformor,it was fed from Montrose. . 
Q. What affect would that have on the fire or danger of 
fire? A. I do not «now; I am not very well up in the art 
of electricity, 
Q- Did that change in operating have any effect in 
Causing the fire? <A. That Arenas on Whaties tha broakers 
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Q. Was there a bettsr set of breakers on the one that 
Was taken out? A. They just arranged the wiriug different; 
the brsakers would be there just the same. 
Q. The same breakers? A. Yos, 
Q. %It was simply a throw-over from one line to the other? 
A. Yes. 
Q. What bearing would that have on tha question of this 
fire? The elsctricity was going through the same breakers? 
Ae I do not know hardly. I think an electrician could 
answer that question quite fully. 
Q. You do not «now of Your own x<nowledge wheth:r the 
watchman was present or not? aA. No; wien J left there that 
morning I locked the door and there was no one there; that 
was the last shift. 
Q. There were just two operators? <A. No,thres, eight- 
hour shifts. 
Q- When you went away,you locked ths door? 
A. I locked the door, 
Q. How soon would somsbody else coms th=:rs? A. I suppose tho 
forsman would com; up there evary day, 
Q- What happon:d after you left there; did the fire taky 
place? A. The firs was on before I left, aarly in the 
morning between seven and eight; I left at signt o'clock, 
Qs When was the Changs mads from thrae Operators and you 
locked up ths station? A. Sunday morning at sight o'clock 
Iwent off and that ssttled it; that was the end, 
Q- When you Say thsre were thris operators at one tims 
and you locksd up ths station and left it by itself, wh sn 
Was that? Was that the day of ths fire or ths day before? 


A. I left Sunday morning,and the oth:r operator left at 
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midnight,and the other was there at four o'clock that 
afteznoon. 
Q. There was an operator supposed to be on that switchboard 
all the time? A. Yes,up untilthat Sunday morning. 
Q.- Why on that Sunday morning was there . operator to 
follow you? A. Because they changed the line over 
and did not need it; it was fed from Montrose and controlled 
from there. 
Q. Were there any transformers in that station? 
A. Two banks, 
na And t hey were fed from two different lines; did the 
current that came from Montrose go through the transformers? 
A. I think so,yes. | 
; Q. Where did the difference come in from feeding these 
aamie transformers through thease same switches and the 
same breakers on one line ee from one direction,or 
another line coming from another? I cannot see what 
difference it could make? A. You will have to get other 
: authority; somebody who knows more about it than I do. 

THI CHAIRMAN (To Mr.Hablow) Q. You have heard 
Mat this witness has said; have you anything to say in 
explanation? He says this fire was caused by changes 
made aie day before? 

MR.NABIOW: Apparently Mr.Bellinger has got the 
two fires mixed up; he is speaking of the cable-way and you 
of the subestation. 

Q- What fire were you speaking of? 
| MR.BELLINGSR: I was speaking of both, but the 


cakle fire was on my last shift. I was not there when the 


sub-station burned at all. 
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TO COMMISSIONER R.A.ROSS: 
Q.- There was a cable-way across the canal? 
MR.HABLOW: Yes. 
Q- The tower was turned down? A. Yes. 
Q- And in that tower were transformers and motors? A. Yea, 
Q- Is that what you were talking about,Mr.Bellinger? 
MR.BSLLINGER: That is the cahle-way fire, 
Is that the one that Montrose was connected up to? 
A. [It was just changed over and fed from Montrose instead 
of the other way. 

MR NABLOW: Prior to the fire at the oable-way 
the station was fed from 12,000 volt line of the Ontario 
Power Company. In order to eliminate the Operators, 
we decided to feed it from the Montrose station by a 
4,000 volt line, and in doing that,it came through the 
sub-station without going into the transformers at all, 

By doing that,we couid relieve the operators,and at the 

Same time,the cCable-way was tapped off that Wael That 

came from Montrose and had nothing to do with Chipvrawa, 
Q. You then ran it direct from your 4,000 line? A. Yes, 

Q. Was there more of a chance of ground there than 

on the other line? A, No. ‘ 

Q. How do you account for the fire? 4.At the time of the 

fire on the cable-way,there was no cable attached to it 
at all, only the telephone wire. 

Q. Your motors were there? A. Yes,but they ware dis 

Connected, 

Q- Tne «motors were disconnected? A, Absolutely, 

(Q- What caused the trouble? A.We decided it was through 


lightning, 
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Q. The trouble must have been on the line caused by a 

Peeind or lightning. It was not internal to the building? 

A. Not to the power cables, no,it was not. 

Q. The cable-way was not operating at that time? 

4. WNo,it was cut out at the sub-station. | 

Q- So that there gic te operating in the plant at 

the, time? A. only the power passiag through. 

Q. That is why a aid not require an ooerator there at 

the time? A. eget ly’, 

TO THE CHAIRMAN: 

Q. What do you say about that, Mr. Bellinger? 

A, At the time of the fire I went off at eight o'clock, 
MR.NASLOW: The cables were disabled at the time, 
MR.BELLINGER: The fire was in the morning. 
COMMISSIONER HANUY: You are sure there was a 

fire,are you? Where were you located,at the transformer 

station or at the cable-way? A. I was at Chippawa sub- 
station, 


Q- You had no connection with this station? 


A. That is a 
ae and a half from where we were, 
Q. Did you see the fire before you left? A. No, 
TO COMMISSIONER R.A.03S8; 
Q. Was there any storm that day? <A. I do not recollect 
whether there was or not. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Here is a report from Mr.Anderson;: 

"The fire broken out at 7:40 A.M.Sunday. It was 

first noticed through the sparking of telephones and live 


wires which were reported to be down. Mr.Anderson went out 


and met P.Flynn, electrician,and went with him to Chi ppawa 
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Sub~station and cut the wires. Discovered that one of t he 
towers of the cableway was on fire and cables down. The 
telephones were all out of order. He sent Flynn to get 
the Chippawa fire truck,but it had broken down. The 
Chippawa engine had to attand to two fires in Chi ppawa 
which were caused by the Sparking of their telephones due 
t>3 the cables falling down on the telephone wires." 
Q> What do you say about that? 4. I have not anything to 
Say about it. 
Q. Is it correct? 4A, It sounds to me as if it was correct. 

COMMISSIONER HANEY: There were no bootleggers 
sleeping in that tower? 

MR.ACRES: Would you like ma to give you the 
explanation of that? 

THE CHAIRMAN; Yes. I do aot understand it. 

MR.ACRES: When the cawleway was shut dow in 
July, we disconnected all ~ower from the machine. We 
disconnected the loads from Chippawa. We had a 4,000 
volt power lead coming down the Chippawa Creek,and that 
was tapped off. When we shut the cableway down, we 
disconnected these leads, but we left a televhone in there 
connected up in the Cableway towers for the use of the 
watchman, We had two watchmen there working on a 1l2¢hour 
shift. The night before the fire,there was a heavy einen 
storm,and there was @ long row of willow trees along Main 
Street and along this same street going tnrovgh these 
Willows,through the branches, was 9ur 4,000 volt line, 
and that was used to operate the pumps at the intake, 
and this 4,000 volt line was alive, Due to the wind St ox 


one of these brittle willow tree branches, sometime early 
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in the morning,dropped off and broke the lead,and ae 
lead dropped on the telephone wires,and that put every 
ter ener in town out of erdag lana stax ed three firss 
in Chippawa village as well as starting the fire in the 
cable tower. That was the only connection there was 
with the tower,that telephone lead,and the 4,000 volts 
jumped into the telephone in the cableway tower and 
apparently exploded the telephone ani set fire to the 
cableway tower. That was the cause of the fire,and it had 
nothing whatever tokio with the Chippawa sub-station. 
COMMISSIONER R.A.ROSS: You had no need for an 
operator at the cableway? Ape AP Boreha ty, no; it was 
dead with the exception of ' anal wires for the 
telephone. 
Q. You had a watchman there? Ae We had two watchmen. 
Q. Who were supposed to look after the machinery? 
A. They were supposed to be there to see that people 
did not swipe the material off the plant; there was a good 
deal of small material lying around there. 
Q. If the watchman had been there,*hat would he have 
done to stop the fire? <A. He might have stopped the 
fire; it was Rowe's fault; he had no business to eee the 
cable. 
COMMISSIONSR HANKY: Now, that is the answer. 
MR,ACR#S: I could not say that he would have 
stopped it; he might hawe done it,but if he had been 
100 yards awey from that tower,he could not have stopped it, 
and he would not have known it was happening, but if he 
had been up beside the telephone.,he could probably have 


stopped the fire. The fact is that he was not there,and 
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a ~2693~ , 
he should have been there, and if he had been close enough 
at the emact time,he might have stopped it. 


Q- Is he with you now? A. No. 


TeROWE. 


TO COMMISSIONER RsALROSS: 

Q. You were one of the watchmen engaged on this tower? 
&. Yes. 

Q- Your duty was to come on at seven or eisht in the 
morning? A. From seven until seven; on Sunday morning, the 
other relief,he and his wife always went to church and 
he wanted to be a couple of hours late,so we used to come 
at nine o'clock,and that morning I went away earlier; T 
wanted to go to 8t.Catharines and I went away early, 

Q.- You were not there at the time of the fire? A. No.j 
Q. There was nobody there? A. Noy oils. 

®. What were your instructions from Hydro with regard ta 
overlapping with the other watchman? <A. Fifteen Mundred 
watchmen could not have put that fire out,with the amount 
of oll there was there unless they were standing right 
alongside of it. 

Q. Were your instructions never to leave the place untid 
the other watchman came on? A, Yes,Sir. 

Q- He erie aries you i A. I was not working beside 
Mr .Bellinger. lir.Bellinger was not on Luau Ou at: atl. 
Q. He was at the other end, and you left before the other 
watchman came? A. Yes. 

TO TH CHATRY AN: 

Q- If you had been there,you might have stopped the fire? 


A. I never could have stopped it in the world; thore was 
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too much ofl, 
Q- Why would there be oil in the operator's room? 
A. Because they put three gallons of oil every day into 
that,and it had been running several years,and the bearings 
got hot and the oil ran from ne top of the tower to the 
bottom. 
Q. That cableway was constructed of timbers? <A. Yes, 
Q. And these timbers were coated with oil? A. Yes, 
Q- Was it roofed over? A. Yes. 
Q. Were you near enough to see the fire? aA, HOW 53.2" m 
Q. If you had been tuere, Wy Bellinger, could you have put 
the fire out? A. I cowld not SAY. 
TO COMMISSIONER R.A.ROSS: 
Q. Could you have put it out if the change had not been 
made from Chippawa? A. I would not say for sure} lightning 
is mighty uncertain. 
Q. If you had pulled the switches on theline? 
A, I would not have pulled the switches unless t was told — 
_ to pull them, 
Q. By that time the fire would have got ahead of you? 
A. Probably. 

MR.ACRES: That would not have made any difference 
because that 4,000 vole line was alive anyway. It was a 
wire that had to be alive to run the Chippawa pumps,and it 
dropped over the telephone leads and energized the 
telephone leads, 
Q. Wheat Mr.Rowe said is Quite correct; unless he had 
been beside the telephone.he could not have put it out? He 
Could still have been on duty and not be near the telephone, 


and unless he was ri ght there and acted promptly,he could 
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not have stopped the fire, 

COMMISSION#R J.A.ROSS: What was the loss? 

MR.ACRES: I think the insurance covered all the 
loss. It was about $26,000,and we got $26,000 insurance. 

COMMISSIONER HANEY: Did you sleep in the 
office when on duty? 
| MR.ROWB: No, I was dow about the works, 

THE CHAIRMAN: It seems the fire could not be 
Stopped on account of the old. 

| MR.ACRES: That had a lot to do with it. The 

twwer was saturated with oil. 
Q@- Is it a fact that there was 80 much oil about there, 
it was open to criticism? A. It was just incidental to: 
the operation of the machine. The only criticism is that 
the machine might have been constructed of steel,and in 
that case,the oil would burn anyway , and it might have done 
just as much damage. | 

COMMISSIONZR HANEY: Where did the fire occur 
‘originally; it is supposed to have been in the office? 
A. Yes, 
Q. In an enclosed place? 4, Yes,I think it was in the 
operator's nese 

THE CHAIRMAN: IT see ,Ur.Acres, that tae total 
lose is said to be $110,000, and that was paid by the 
Insurance Company. 

MR.POPE: No,that was not on the cableway fire, 
I think that is the Mont rose Suo-station; I think the 


figure on the cableway was $26, 000, 
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MR,BELLINGHR, resumed. 
TO THY CHAT @ZAN: ! 
Q.. Did you hear what has Naor said aposut boot legging? 
4, Yes,I heard about that, 
4. Do you know anything about it? “4. I never traced it 
up, didnot bother with it. 
Q. Do you know anything about this camp that has been 
Spoken of? .A. I have been by the camps; I saw then 
sevenal times, 
TOCOMMISSIONSR HANSY ;: 
Q. Did you see any cockroaches? A. I never examined 
close enough; I did not have to go over there to see then; 
we had them in the sub~station, 
Q- sre there real cockroaches in this country? A, Yes, 
lots of them; they are little fellows and they move fast. 
Q. The cockroaches I have seen are avout an ineh long? 
™, These were three-quarters of an inch Long. You will 
Sce them about the boarding houses that are built of lumber. 
Q, I heave seen bugs in that kind of place but not 
cockroaches? A, Yes,I have seen lots of than,and they 
like to be in the foreign quarters; the foreigners are 
better to work on probably. 
TO THg CHAI RVAN: 
Q%- Can you tell us anything about the fire at Chi ppaiwa, 
Mr.Nablow? 

MR.NABLOW: I do not remember the exact time it 
happened, but it was sometime between eight and wmbne in the 
evening. There was a Lightning storm; at that tine 
we had no operators in the sub-station. It was closed and 


locked-up, but we had changed back from feeding from the 
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12,000 volt line from thed.P. Company at that time. 
As far as I can gather, the watchman noticed the lightning. 
TO COMMISSIONER R.A.208S: 
%. Was the place in operating condition at that time? 
*peves' 
a8 were eeesivevtncel st Ltr Ay Yee. 
Q. There were no operators in charge? ex, Only one man 
that went there every day and spent a certain amount of 
time there, | 
Qe Had ysu circuit breakers in that station? A, Yes, 
Q. Did they operate? A, Yes,they were tested from time 
to time. 
Q- Do you know whether they operated at the time of the 
Fire? A. No,it would be hard to say, 
Q. These breakers were tested frombime to time you say? 
A, Yes. 
Qe How long before thistire had they been tested? 
A, I imagine a month before; It was there personally 
and tested them, 
@) D0 you feel confident that these breakers would stand 
up and take care of & situation without onerators being 
there? A. Yes,undernomal cond{itions,I do, 
Q. Supposing they had stuck or been blocked? 
A. The game results would have occurred if the operator 
had been there. 
Q- No,the operators could have chegked it? A. If he 
had a case of that kind came in, there would me only be 
one result; they were annealed ang came down to the ground, 
Q- Indicating what? 4A, Indicating that a short OP roOut y 


occurred at the lightning arrosters, 
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Q. Before coming to your breakers at all? A. Yes. 
Pet our idea then is that a flash of lightning came in 
and short circuited your arrosters, the current annealing 
the wires? <A. Yes. 

’ 
Q- So that the breakers would not enter into that question 
Stach? A. NO. | 

MR.ACRES: As far as you can see,the 12,000 volt 
lead coming into the station, the wires were just as white 
as flour; evidently they had been white heated? 

Q- That was not caused by the fire? A. No,it was a light~ 
hing stroke. ) 

MA.GASY; It was a very heavy line. 

MR.ACRES: I imagine the damage was done in a 
second, 

CONMISSIONGR R.A.ROSS: Do you think that line 
could have been wiiitened in a second? aA, Yes; it zm was 
evidently whitened at the time it struck the station any way. 

THA CHATRMAN; Have you anything to say to that 


TO TH CHAIRMAN: 

Q. Do you live at Niagara Yalls? Fe Yes, Sir. 

je What is your occupatiioN, A. Tool maker by trade. 
Q- Are you employed by the Hydro Power Comaission? 

A. Yes,for four years. 

Q- When? aA. Four years ago last Christmas since I 
started, 


%. Were you in the machine shop? A. Yes, 
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Q. What can you tell me about conditions at the machine 
shop? A. Conditions were normel,I suppose; I could not 

go into the details of any special conditions. 
ay “Who was the head of the machine shop? A. In the first 
place when I went there,there was a eve rciieonante who 
was there for about two weeks; he was the first Master-~ 
Mechanic on the job; I forget his name. Then followed 
him, MeGrivin,and after him Mr. Reed. 

Q. Who was the foreman? A. The foreman was Fred Richmond, 
Q. Did he engage and Scr sen the men? <a. r supvose to 
a certain extent. 


Q. Was he a thoroughly competent man or atherwise? 


A. Yes,I woild say he was. 

Qe What would you say of his management? A. Well, 
efficient,as far as I could judge. It was the first time 
I worked on construction work. I would say he was 4 very 
efficient man for getting out works 


Q. What about management? “ . Of course I would sey he | 


was all right ae far as l coud see. 

Q-. Was every thing done in an orderly way - no confusion 
about the shop? A. There was more or less confusion on 

a vig job. I suppose that happens at any time, but I 
would say it was done very eLiicl ently it was in the 
machine shop all the time. 

Q. Who would be responsible for seeing to the efficiency 
of the work? A. Bae not say. What do you mean by 


confusion? It was a big job, a big undertaking, and I 


~ a  aese:; Seas. : fase 
= ; — ; ; 


would consider it was very efficiently carried out in the 


machine shope 
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Bay that because I did not work a great deal over time 
myself; my work was on the tools and dies, 
Q- Would you 80 80 far as to Bay that sometimes pene Wag 
an unnecessary amount of a ere A. That xt would not 
BAY. 
Q@- Have You said at any time that there wag an unnecessary 
amount of overtime? ~A, No. 
Q- You have not said so at any time? «A. No, 
&. You are quite sure about that? A, Not that 1 snow of; 
there may have been times when pernaps there were a few 
men called out more than were really necessary, but it 
Would be necessary t9 ¢all these men out in case of 
accident or : breakdown, 
Q. They would be called on to do eae on an accident? 
A. Thexe mi ght have been perhaps a breakdown :;and there 
might have been & number of men called out and perhaps 
ene or two might be dispensed with when they got there, 
Qe That would be where it wag uncertain how many would be 
Tequiread? A. Yes, 
Q. They were not taking any chances about that? A. Yes, 
that is done from an efficiency standpoint. 

ys) COMMISSIONER R.A.ROSS: 

Na. Like calling he the fire brigade when there is only 


e. small fire? aA, It eg the ‘safe method to call cut the 


- Comissi oners to have some distinction between what is 


Ordinarily meant by machine shop and by the shop that ‘we 
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had out there; that shop we had out there was not a 


machine shop in the ordinary sense of the word; it was an 


emergency machine shop. 


Q. 


WITNiSS: Yes,that is perfectly right. 


What about the locomotives? 4. £ had nothing whatever 


to do with the locomotives. 


Q. 


If one broke down would not you have to do anything 


about repairing it? 4. Nothing whatever; my work was. 


mostly tools and die work; that is making tools and dies 


for the machines. 


Q. 


Supposing a locomotive broke down,would not soneone 


in your shop have to go out and put it in condition again? 


as 


Q. 


That was a different department altogether. 


That was not the Department you were in? A. The loco- 


motives were down in the round house; we might sometimes 


make a new plate for them. 


Q. 


Have you told anyone that material was purchased for 


use there in unnecessary amounts - material that was never 


used? <A. Of course I do not know that. I think there mi gnt 


be material on the job now that has never been used, but 


L could note say. 


Q. 


Material brougnt in that has never been used? 

There might be. 

Was there a considerable amount on hand when you left? 
Not that I xnow of, 

You are sure about that? A. I have nothing to do with 


at all; I could not tell you that; I had nothing to do with 


the material. 


Q. 


Were there any street cars brougnt there? aA. I suppose 


there are some street cars there yet, 
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Q. You spoke about some street cars? A. Some street cars 
thera and I never seen them used, 
Q- They had some street cars there and did not use them 
at all? «A. They are there yet. 
Q. For what were ney eles A. I do aot ‘now; I 
had nothing to do with the purchasing department. 

MR.ACRSS: I will taxe the responsibility for 
that when the time comes, 

THis CHATRMAN: How many siufts were there? 
A. Wnen I first started,there was just a day shift - just 
One shift. Then it got to three,eight-hour shifts. 
\. The one shift grew into three? aA. Yes,24 hours 
instead of ten, 
Q. Was that because there was more work to be done? 
A, The job wae getting larger all the time; they wanted 
to rush the Job to a finish, 

MR.ACRES: We did not have a night sift at the 
start. 

WITNASS: There were three eight-hour shifts, and 
they were changed every two weeks, 
Q. What have you got to sey about that; was tlere 
confusion on account of that? aA. I do not know that there 
was any confusion over the shift work. They were awkward 
hours to work,that was all. We would start at seven in the 
morning for two weeks and finish at three,and the next shift 
would come on at three to eleven,and the next from eleven 
until seven, 
Q: What was there wrong about that? <A. It was awkward to 


eet accustomed to the shift; you would just get used to one 
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snift when you would be changed off to Bieter and I had 
to give up my job on accaunt of it; I could not .stand it; 
there was too much changing over. I ava cuei pee! like 
eating & meal at threeo! clock in the morning. 
Ga Dad ‘em to you that-you could have got eens just 
as well with two shifts? <A. No,I do not think sa. 
Qe You think three were necessary? A. I do. 

WR.ACRES: I can explain that if you wish. The 
peculiar hours set for the shifts were for this reason: 
the shop is in phe bach tah oe we had to choose the shifts 
so ‘that .the men could catch their cara. A number of them 
lived in.St.Catharines and the ete car at re gat left at 
eleven o'clock and got to Bram saa ee after ey ae 
Q- Did not’ these men all have automobiles? a. Ne, the yeleie: 
shift had to come on at eleven at night oe to ect eine 
“een car, and the car coming from St .Catharines got in : 
in time to enable them to get in before the ithers left. 
Hieven apes was not a@ proper shift; it was an expensive 
ons, but it was made necessary from the fact that tre hac. to 
have the shift 89 yee they Ber catch their care. Lise 
very ee iene three eight-hour shift a) inithat. 
Way « | 
Q. Why did you have three shifts instead of two? 
“A. That was one of the conditions of the strike Ah Ba eee 
and ae Mr.Hvans says it was inconvenient for him. 
Q. Would you rather have two ten-hour shifts? 

| MR .BVANS : Yes, numbers of them would. . 

MR.ACRZS: Of course an ordinary eignt~hour shift 

starts from four to eight in the morning and four to twelve 


but that could not possibly be worked here. 
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Q. How many men were employed there? 
ss MR.BVANS: I would say a little over 200 on the 

thrise Bette there were from60 to 70 men on 6ach shift. 

THE CHAIRMAN: You were going to telli us about the 
street cars,Mr.Acres? 

MR. ACRES: I was more responsible for the street 
cars than anybody else. One of our “mechanical engineers 
in Toronto was lockiug up parts for electric locomotives 
and he landed on these three street cars in the States for 
#1,500 apiece,and it struck me it would be a good proposit~ 
jon to have these cars to take repair gangs around the 
job,and at that price I thought. we had better taken then UDP, 
because they would be fine to take small gangs around 
the job,and it would save the expense of running a heavy 
locomotive. When we got them,we put them into operation 
and we found they did not run at all. They simply hopped 
off the tracks like jack rabbits,and we had to put them 
back into the yards. They were made use of by taking the 
motors and controllers out and using them for running 
mixers,and they saved their price several times over, but 
for the original purpose for which they were purchased, they 
were absolutely a failure,and the car bodies are out there 
yet. 

COMMISSIOGNER R.A.ROSS: They were used for running 


concrete mixers?’ A. Yes, 


HARRY A, RUDOLPH. 
TO COMMISSIONER 2.A.ROSS: 


Q. What is your present address? aA. Chi ppawa. 


Q. What is your business? A. I am in the electric business 
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right now. 

Q. Wiring? A. Yes,I am installing motors at the present 
time. sh 

W. You have your own business? A, Yes, 

Q. You were employed by the Hydro? A, I was employed on 
tne pipe line through Queenston. - 
Q. Were you there at the time of the fire the Chippawa 
sub-stabion? A. I was not employed by Hydro,but I was the 
third one there after the fire haopened, 

Q- What did you notice, anything Pacts culariy sas Tt took 
considerable time to keep the juice off the line, 

Q. How do you know that? A, By the fire works at the 
building. | 

Qo ras that still going on after the fire had been in pro- 
gress scmetime? A, Yes,I presume for half an hour OF SG. 
\. What would that indicate to you? A, 1 do not «now; I 
em not advanced far enough to know tnat,but there must have 
beens something wrong at the power house that the breaker 
od. not. catch. They had to call the Ontario Power House up 
before they knew anything about it, 
&- Was that where it was fed Proms “Aw Vers 
@e Then they probably opened their breakers by hand? 
4, I presume they must have because after they called them 
up,the fire works died down, 
Q. Did you notice the discoloration of the wire? 
emeey eoa 5 Was,a68 has been maid before, red all the way 
dewn or at a white heat. : 
Q. You saw it rea? A. Yes. 


Q. For sometime after the fire started? A.Well,yes,it WAS.6 
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Q. Would not the records at the Ontario Power Se 
show that that line was in trouble? = 
MR.ACRES: I think it would. If you like I will 


telephone and find out. 


TO TH CHAIRMAN: 

Q- Where do you live? A. Right in the ee 

Q. What is yur business? A. fechantecs? enineer. 

Q. Were you employed by Hydro at any time? 

A. Hmployed on the canal, on No.1l shovel on March 22nd, 
1921, until August 10th,when they cut off the night shift. 
%, Can you tell us something about general conditions on 
the canal work; how you found them there? 

mee AS far as 1 ean Say,everything was all right on the canal. 
-@. Did you get the fullest efficiency from the labor? 

A, Around where I was.tiey did. 

}< Have you heard what was said about the trouble with the 
Bent shift eee bootlegging and drinking? A. AIL I 

Cver saw was a fellow had a bottle one night vhile I was 

on ey Cit I would not consider that ee reason fcr cutting 
Geo the snitt. 

Ge Did you have anything to do with the work on the 
electric shoveB&? A. No, just the steam shovels, 

Q- What work did the shovels do on the canal? Do you know 
anything about the work of the Marion Shovel as compared 
with the Bucyrus? A. No.11 seemed to get out more material 
than No.12; it was the Bucyrusz 12 seemod to be out of 
commission more, 


Q- What would be the difference between tiem? 
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A. In the construction,I do not mow what No.l2 put out, 

but I heard she was down quite often. 

Q. What about No.11? A. She put out between 170 to 200 

cars every night, except when they had a little trouble, 

Q. zt did excellent work? A. Yes. 

TO COMISSIONER HANSY: 

Q. What size shovel was it? A. A model 3, eight yard 

dipper. 7 

Q- One of the big du shovels? A. Yes,I think it had a 

90 foot boom, 

Q. What would you say about the estimates that were made 

of the aR to be done? Was that done as carefully as might 

have been? A, Only what yoti could see in thepaper reports; 

that igs all I have to go by. 

Q. What have you to say about it? A. Prom the newspaper 

reports,i think there was too much optimism. 

Q. Wheat are you speoaking of? The general estimates for 

the canal? A, Yes. 

Q- You would not have any direct knowledge of that? A. Now 
COMMIT SSIONAR R.A.RQOSG: 

G. Did you ever see this? A. No,I was not in a position to 

pee anything like that. 

TO THS CHAIRMAN: 

Q. Have you anything to say about genoral conditions 

which might be changed if similar work were undertaken 

again? A. I think if there were some changes made in some 

of the works,it would be better at the canal and at the 

power house. 


%. Changes in the staff? <A. In the ataff. 
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Qe» You are speaking of the power house at Queenston? 
A, Yos,I went there after I left the canal. 
Q. What changes would you suggest? A. There are young 
fellows there who have got charge of the sen that I do not 
think should have it. | 
Q@. Because of their lack of efficiency? A. It seems from 
what I could ase down there,that men are brought from 
Toronto and put there in charge of men; where men here in 
Niagara Falls could understand that work and could have 
handled canara I have seen them do it in other power- 
houses here,but they could do that instead of putting these 
other young men over them. 
Q. What men would these be,heads of departments? A. I suppe 
ose that is what they would be,heads of departments; thut 
is what they are called there, = the man in charge of the 
Ext tchboard work there, for one, 
Wrass i understand it isnot so much the qualification of 
these men, but you think men over here should have the 
first chance? A. There is one in particilar I know that 
Woo nor think’ ne is..qualifted, 
%- who is that? A. The nan in charge of the switchboard 
work; they had @ little set-to there one day,and this fellow 
said, "You went ahead and designed a switchooard without 
my consent",and the other fellow said, "I knew after you 
had been here two days, that svou coild not do it". 
Another time they were arguing about a switchboard, and 
anybody who knows anything about electric work knows that 
sometimes it is a pretty mean job,and when one particular 
cable is not in a certain place,it is difficult to know what 


to dowith tne other one,and he was told He should not ask sum 
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questions,and another time trying to check the regulator, 
he said he would not be responsible,and I consider a man 
like that is not fit to hold a job. 

COMMISSION SR J.A-ROSS: Q. Have you hired a 
number of men on the Hydro job? «a. I have not been ina 
position to hire men, 

Q.. You were electrician on shovel No,11? a. Yes; the 

reason I took that worx was because the engineering work 

was oretty slack,and we were lucky to get anything. 

Q Anything else? A. Instead of running T~-rails and having 
a shoe,they ran an overhead trolley. Nearly all industrial 
plants that have overhead trolleys,have no shoe, because. 

if aust gets on it,it makes a poor contact. 

Q.- You think the overhead trolley should be used? A. Yes, 

ft think so,because it is cheaper,ani it would save a couple 
of tnousand dollars in this varticular case. 

COMMISSIONAR R.A.RO88: What has been your 
experience in these matters? A. I have had no particular 
experience,only from observation. 

Q@. I suppose thereignt be a difference of opinion on 

tnis point between engineers? aA. I have found that there is 
a difference of opinion in everything, but they seem to have 
the overhead trolleys evorywhere; the Canadian Niagara 

has it,and the Toronto Power Company have it,and the 

Carbon Conpany over the River has it,and the Graphite and 
the National Carbon Coapany - they have it. It would save 
the trouble of two men pulling the cables. 

TO MR.ACRS3: 

Q. .How long since you have been there? A, July, 


Q@» You have not seen the work since they nut the shoes on? 
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Ape No, Sit; if they. had the overhead trolley in the first 
place,they would not have had to have had men to pull 
the cables all the time,and I thinx they could have strung 
the overhead trolley wires on these trusses. 

MR. ACRES: We do not like it any more than anybody 
else,but it had to be done, 

WITNESS: I think there was a filing system over 
there for their blue >rints that they should turn inside 
GUL. 

TO THS CHAL.VAN: 

| Ce v@uy? 9A. You cannot find a print half the time,uniess 
you turn over half a dozen,and when you do find one,you 
do not know whether there wre two orthree af the same 
print or whether revisions have been made SOP pHietiey is. 
would say that if a new blue print comes in,discard all 
the others because if a man gets the wrong blue print,it 
sometimes means a job being done twice. 

COMMISSIONBR R.A.RUGS: I have the same tring in 
my own office. 

WITNRGS: There is more of that xind of thing in 
one place than another. 

TO THE CHAIRMAN: 

Q. What about conditions along tne canal? A. I have not 
had much chance to observe them; I was down in the cut 
with the shovel all the time and I did not know what was 
going on elsewhere,but as far as I xnow everything was 
working. 

TO COMFISSIONER R.A.RO0SS: 

Q. How did the electric shovels pan out? A. As: fer asl 


know, they wore all Signin 


(98 Bt ai 
* aa Bi ee nS 


sh ld at Vk a a ee 


} ; BE "» 7 
£ ots 
s at ov 


i a K are « evad Lines we 


cee fF - 
er } fh 
ioe f 
Phd Al GPSS Sh as eo Diente Wir ag 
r ar eh ee el, ) ws d. * 
ean a 
rie Taga by oe a ys 
te) : ‘ 
F a Ate ‘ay | 4 i 7 
re Sh 
- } @ 
: 


Xi i 


i xeve sete ant & oon atta nate x soon 
“eb. teat ars bre ria, eed, seule sina tows ake 


wy et 


4 


. ei) Oy fi yt PA ie (a0 * ? * 


. ‘ ia oammdks Brie) hen mene oved anos tver. sexton ae H 


‘the boson tbat Banoo tan ocd ven ry uh, fast yoo by 
Pe hi 
thetade Bh fd, gecre oat. ade, Ont 8 44, eaveoed anedta , 


| i“ | 909 onob utes dat 5 Ganon sci see 
i yf Bang anh it t peal “) pebUe a ot Ao Te KOO 
eo8tto, 


A 


ir galt th Sik» Joh te. omom af ered?» :CReMTIN pe Wee i 


DUA LEWV TAS Ore , stediona axiit woot. ot 


WAM TAD ant on ue 


~ 


FOL even x ah staaed eas anole. ano Leib. 1O9 thodks saw ce 


‘- 
ua one ak serob eww i vatoute errands ad enmed sous bait i 


gay tasie wood Fea bin T fas sinks ens ie Levode old sin) 


eow uniddiseveswoon I ae ah 68 Jud soredronto ae ake 


‘ 


‘Saniatedm | ‘a 


BECK ALE RECTAN TOD of, aa 


ae | rh 
tad tet sh ck tthe nag stoveie diatosle ach} bbb nod wv y 


rs . Pat. - 
1 i) ‘ . . Gtr ake tha Stow” yea TY a rout 


far) " j Ff ya 


un 7 ow j 7 tip e hE, 


Bushs. | ee 
nit A ie “A T° 7 wou ' C1 wba 


= =? 


i) sae Wea Te she 


—27 bir 
G@- They were quite a step in Be ayes ja electrical 
matters as far as siovels were concerned? aA. I never had 
al experience around the shovels to know much about it, 
That is the only experience I ever had with a shovel. 
T0 THE CHATAMAN: a 
Q. Is there anything further you would like to say? 
ee Cllt YC “guia Bhould be some provision made for British 
subjects on this Hydro work instead of elewine others to 
hold down the jobs. 
Q.- You think they should employ citizens of Canada? 
A. It is supported by the people of Canada,and I think 
Canadians should have the preference. 
Q- Don't the Canadians have the preference? aA. I won't 
say that they do,but a man ‘on the power house is not a 
Canadian citizen unless he has ta:en cut papers recently, 
TQ COMMISSIONER R.A.ROSS: 
Q. He must be a lonely han because all the engineers I 
have met around here are graduates of Toronto University? 
A. In this case I am from ifissouri. 
Q. Is this man an American citizen? A. He was until 
ecently, unless he has taken out papers. 
MR.POPS: Who was the man? A. Mr.Gray, 
COMIISSIONER R.A.ROSS: Q. Does he belong to the 

meron? + Ants dOpnoti-thins aot. 

| MR.ACRUS: As to this fire,the first indication 
. Wa3 @ ground; it is what is called a G@round,and it is 
Something that does not cause much trouble in the first 
place; you can get a ground indication without affecting your 


relays. This was only a small line,and there was considerable 


| apse sot oben no fe brow 08 a. atsede gress 


das aye -. “i Se at | 


eee 2. sexe laninent iis tO, paqdeat, tae, orbs sine 
Ny ‘* ¥ i ve mnt , i x pe ae : 

EN ea. ne sy eee ee oe is Reni ci wo 

1 ede ant 


ne 


“geben te wae 


aah tytn shoe 2 39) sighed na 0h bovragaye 


Oe home age ouster ay: eta pivoda. ek 
ne 4 SA ; Coen haere eee tha ae 
| Ds Moca ia a sone, of i ndfomnes edt 9% 
iy Sisal hen eat . ; 
‘> } ‘fe sole be tees 1 SONS ast 00) he dud} ‘sb: ‘ened. 3 
amie ark Daan es a, i 
‘Nua ae amy dum momad aed & od wastes wos ines mu 
4 Bn tern Nets iene “eat Aa ‘AEMCT 
} et eapentgae. act Lis. neupned, Ais enol 8 od sath ‘ 
ra vonobiand od¢otet te soteuberg bait EA pawora Sem 
ni ne | . bees Be wort peg ooo anid B 
. yyy  Ligew ow OH ‘tres tate Bo 5a fai, mist eke ea 
ne Be : 19g eC, suo gegad gad oil, ine eee 
ht yee. ant dk Sree ont ‘eew oat -: SO. AM, ei 
a 
esta ao auto ott geek: +o = OLR A aeiempemn | «00, | 
| : . dead &: “108: a ct hot eg ila 33s hn 
at) PP ae tt is, at Wi 
; ch deed parent. aad ult, eit ot GA "Aiszon <iae org 
at +e sy ree mh) be TBO al ssw ai oh bauOTy eS) ae 
; dacth elk ni etdeos? foien gave, Fon | eeok ‘gents sito 
TuOy patsoorte TOE nae i “pordeotbal bs shia ‘3 a 208, 19 nay boosie « 
Sidaxrobiencs, 22W evade Rae eats, finns & ag av git ale, a 
ou Leth oe 
b | ‘a ay SJ | ; os ue 7 
PE” ase at LS Ste a ante ut 
 -. __ eerie (AW ih 


if leeceneee ' 
time after that ground developed before somebody notified 
the Ontario Power Company. The reason for that was that at 
that Chippawa sub-station,the line is tapped off a line 
that was carrying 10,000 kilowatts from the Toronto Powor 
Company to the Ontario Power RM eal the O.P. company's 
relays were set up to accommodate tris Toronto Power Company's 
generator. 

COMMISSIONZR R.A.ROSS: That accounts for your 
breakers not going out? aA. Yes. 
Q. And that accounts for the situation and the discclcr- 
ation of these wires? A. Yes, these ay ole stayed there until 
they broke down, and that line was an iron line. 


Q. Thatfould account for it? A. Yes. 


W.8 WEIR, called. 
TO THS CHAIRMAN: 
Q. Where are you employed? <A. In the Machine Shop. 
Q. What have you to say avout general conditions in the 
shop? A. I have always found them all right. 
Q@. In the machine shop that you speak of? A. Yes. 
Q. Were the records kept properly? A. Yes,they were. 
Q. You have speken adout a cranx shaft? <A. I do not think 
BOe 
Q@. And that a record was not «xept all the time? aA... do 
not tnink I made that statement; I never made that statement, 
Q. Was there any work done on the boom? A. Yes. 
Q. ‘Hed you anything to do with it? «A. Yes, repairs to 
hee and the engine. 


Q. Was a record kept of that? A.As far as I know there was. 
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ale reg ate additions were made,were records kept of them? 
Pane coud, not. tell you Chat! | 
Q. How was the work of the shop itself,as far as the 
employees were concerned? <A. In what way? 
Q. What was the organization of the shop? «4A. There was a 
general foreman and three machine shop foremen. 
Q. Was the work allotted to the different men by the 
foreman?. A. Yes. | 
Q. And properly done? A. Turned over each time. 
Q. Did the best nan on the job get the best showor was 
there any favoritism bea A. Not that I am aware of. 
Q. Was the pay about right? «A. The rates were pretty gooc. 
Q. What do you think about what was said just now that 
it would be better to have two shifts instead of three? 
A. It would be better; one could take hold perhaps easier, 
Q. Was the bodtlegzing business flourishing? A. I could 
not say as to that; I don't bother avout it. 
Q. Never heard of it? A. I heard of it but I did not bother 
about it. I did not trouble it myself. 
On Lt aid not. affect toe efiiciensy of the men7 
A. Not that I could see around the shop. 
Q. What about the head men in the shop; did they carry 
on their work all right? A. Yes. 
Q. Were any of the head men mixed up with bootlegging? 
A. Not that I «now of. 
Q. Never said anything about it to anyoody? A. No. 
Q. Was there any man around the shop mixed up in it,to 
your xnowledge? <A. I could not tell at all; I did not 


trouble very much about it. 
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Q. You kept clear of it yourself? A. Yes. 

Q. Is there anything about it that you would like to 
mention to us that we have not touched on? aA. No,I have 
nothing really to say at all. 

Q. You are working for the Hydro Commission Bol LL? 


A. TI amworking at the power house on the operation. 


---Adjourned at 6:30 P.M. until 9:30 A.M. tomorrow, 


Wednesday, February 7th,1923. 
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HYDRO ELAUTRIC ENQUIRY COMMISSION. 


Niagara Falls, Onte, 
February, 7%h,1923. 9-30 AM. 


Present: 
WeD. Gregory, Esq-, CHAIRMAN. 
Mod. Haney, Bsq., OOMMISSICNER. 
RoA. Ross, Ese, OOMMISSION SR. 
JeA.e Ross, Hsqge, OONMISSIONGR. 


0 em en ee oe ge Oe 


(HS OBAIRMAN: Mr. Sowan, you wish to say something 
about the matter of assessment and taxation? 

Av- Yes, I understand, Mr. Ohairman, that there was some 
evidence given yerterday. 

q-—- There was some discussion yesterday about it, that is, 
about the fixed aveesament for the Ontario Power Company, 
and the fimed rate of taxation on that assessment, and the 
Maycr said that a mutual arrangement had been arrived at, 
which was satisfactory both to the ity end to the Hydro. 

“Le- I divagree with that, Mr. Chairmen; I think there ia 4 
very general dissatisfaction with the settlement. That 
septZement, in effect, means that every householder in Niagara 
Falls pays $8.80 more in texes every year. 

Q-- That is, every tax payer is a householder? 

A-- Every householder. 

j-- Every householder is generally directly or indirectly 
a tax payer? A-- Take the year 1921, the Hydro should 
have paid that year a little over 3106,000., and, with an 
additional mill, about $108,060., instead of $75,000 which 
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they did pay. 

Q-- On what are you basing the amount you say they should 
have paid? A-- On the original assessment. ? 

Qe-- Qn $2,500,000. ? A-- On the original assessment 
which was appealed, smounting to $2,771,000. 

Q-~- Then, if the assessment had remained at the original 
figure, and Hydro had paid the same rate as other citizens 
paid, the other citizens should have got $6.80 more than they 
received? Aw- Yes,airo I was Chairman of the 
Finance Oommittee of the City Council last year, and had some- 
thing to do with the agreement made at that time, and we 
thought this was a' Jew's pargain.! 

Q-- What kind of bargain is that? A-- You know what a 
Jew's bargain is: all one sided. 

Q-~ Who was the Jew? &-- I think Hydro was the Jew 
in this case. The point I should like to make is that the 
assessment was reduced by & quarter of a million dollars, and 
the mill rate was fixed at a maximum of 30 mills on the della:. 
if the mill rate gces down in Niagara Fails, the Hydro rate 
goes down with it. 

Q-- If it goes below 30 miils, does the Hydro rate fail? 

A-- The Hydro rate falls; if our rate goes up, the Eydroa 
rate cannot go above 30 mills. 

(Q-- What is your mill rate now? A-- 40 mills. 

Cne other unjust feature of the agreement is that Hydro pays 
$75,000. on the 30 mill rate, but we must pay $36,000, out 
of that 375 ,000, for school purposes. | 

GIMMISSIONER HANHY: That does not include the school 
rate? Ah-- Yes. The unjust feature I see is, that the 
School rate ig 14 mills, and the schools get $35,000 out of 
that $75,000. 

NHE OHAIRMAN: It does not make any difference whether 


it goes to the schools or not, if it did not go towards the 
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sohools you would have to pay that much more 4g a Separate 
Sehool Rate. A-~ I am not a Seperate School supporter. 

Q-- No part goes to the Separate Schools? he~ No. 
The history might not be amiss. In 1917, Mayor Gvendenime 
was in office, when the Ontario Power Company's fixed assess~ 
ment came into force; the Ontario Power Company paid the 
first instalment of the taxes in July of that year, and we 
expected those taxes would be paid subsequently, but Mre Pope 
gaia that those taxes would not be paid, that Hydro did not 
pay any taxes. 

Q-- Mr. Pope,is the Ontario Power Company veeted in the 
Company? 

in. POPS: No,sir. 

THS CHAIRMAN: It is a sepsrate corporation? 

MR. POP: It has s separate stock issue. Under the 
Hydro Aet, property owned or controlled by the Hydro is 
municipal or government owned property, and, therefore, exempt. 
It ig a work for the benefit of Niagara Falls,in the township 
of Stamford. 

THE CH! ITRMAN: It comes under that part of the Act 
which says: if it is controlled by the Hydro, then it comes 
under that certain clause. 

; MR. COWAN: Whe hayor at that time threatened to put 
Sne pelliryr in, put the taxes were paid every year until 1949, 
when the first appeal was made. ‘They paid the 1920 taxes, and 
in 1921, took it to the court. We tock the same position 

ag I think you do, Mr. Chairman, yourself, that the Ontario 
Power Company wag 8 separate corporation. 

THE CHATRMVAN: It is a separate corporation, but Mr. 
Pope points out that, under the Statute, Lf o4At. 36) controlled 
by Hydro, it is entitled to the same treatment in the matter 
of assessient as if it were vested in the Hydro itseif. 
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Railway & Municipal Board. 
MR. COWAN: We have the idea that the Ontario Power 
Company is a separate corporation sometime. 
THE CHAIRMAN: It is. 

A-- It seems that it is treated as a Hydro proposition 
sometimes,and sometimes as a private corporation. 

THS CHAIRMAN: Where merged with the Hydro it somes 
under the same law, S-- Mr. Pope has the Act. 

COMEISSIONSR Hal iy: Where do you think the differense 
exists, you say the Ontario Power Company is ocnsidered as 
being @ Hydro proposition in one case, and a private corpora~ 
tion in another? A-- I think your commiccion has been 
hearing evidence of directors voting themselves salaries in 
private companies. 

Qe- AS &@ company? yiel Yes. But the point is that 
Niagara falls is worse off in mayyways because of Hydro 
taking over this property. Fixed assessment was given to 
the Ontario Power Company, in the usual way, for 10 years, and 
we were to get horse-power at S10. 

q-- The citizens of Niagara Falls were entitled to $10. 
per horse~power? Ao Yes. 

c-= That wags under the agreement made with the Ontario Power 
Company? L-- Yes. 4nd Niagara Falls went on the | 
assumption that at the end of 10 years we would take the usual 
course and bring the assessment up to the ordinary figure. 

VHS CHATRLAN: Before Hydro got it, there was a fixed 
assessment of 42,500,000. 

MR. POPE: 16,000 a year. 

VHS CHAIRMAN: They just paid a lump sum for taxes? 

MR. POPE: 316,000 a year. 

WHE CHAIRMAN: So, although you got your horse-power 
st *10., pou only got #16,000 e year in taxes from the 


Ontario Power Company? hKe-~ It was on the same terms as 
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all fixed assessments in Niagara falls, at the end of 10 
yearg we were to get our full assessmont. I would like ts 
point out that the assessment in Niagara Falls is still 
very small with respect to the Ontario Power Company, being 
32,771,000 on the purchase price of $21,000,000. This shows 
that Niagara Falls did not go as high as it might.. 

MR. POP2: That $21,000,000. is not all in the 
municipality of Niagara Falls. 

PTS CHAIRMAN: Would it be fair to say that about 
three-quarters would be in the municipality? 

Mn. G&BY: The capital cost of the building has to 
be considered when buying a corporation, we were buying the 
business as well as the building in whieh the business ic 
carried on. In this case, the amount paid for the business 
would probably be more than the actual cost to construct that 
pbuilding during a certain period. That must be taken into 
consideration. 

THE OHAIRMAN: 15,000,000 would be the cost of con- 
struction? Of the property in this municipality? 

MRe GABY: There may be & great deal less than that 
in the municipality. 

THE CHAIRMAN: 315,000,000 altogether I think was the 
amount of the bond issue? | 

MR. GABY: The bond issue was between $14,000,000 
and $15,000,000. 

) YH CHAIRMAN: What proportion would be in this muni- 
cipality, three-quarters? 

MR. GABY: May be two-thirds. 

NHS CHAIRMAN: $10,000,000 would be about the actual 
cost value at that time. I théinght it might be considerably 
mores 

KR. GABY: I wouhd not like to agres with that aeons 
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THE CHAIRMAN: It might be as much as 410,000,000. 

MR. COWAN: it is still very low. 

THE OHSIRMAN: Yes, lower than the average householdo: 
would have to pay on his property. 

f-= That is practically all I have to sey; I know that 
there ig general dissatisfaction. 

Q-~ We heard from the Mayor yesterday; I suppose he hes 
the right to speak for the munisipality. The question was 
taken up last year with the Hydro by the city,and they came to 
a mutual agreement, and that agreement was embodied in the 
Let of the Legislature? heme Yes. 

Q-~ Which Act provided that the Ontario Power Company 
should pay to the municipality each year 375,000? f-~ Ye. 

q-~ That is, so long as the rate was not less then 30 millg, 
and, if less than 30 mills, it was to come down; but that ig 
& very remote possibility for some time? &-~ Yes, that is 
very true, but that agreement was forced on us at the pistol 
point. 

Q-~- How was it forced on you? &-- We had spent money 
jn 1921 on the assumption that those taxes would be paid. 

w-- You speat the money in the muncipality? 

A-- Yes, We went over to Toronto, and opposed any kind of 
agreement, but were forced by the fact that if we didn't get 
something we would have been bankrupt. 

j-- Under the Hydro Act, according to Mr. Pope -- according 
to the law as it stood, you would have been able to agsesg 
only on the value of the land within the municipality? 

A-- Yes. 

Q-- And the amount of taxes you would have received from 
the rest of the land would have been very small indeed. 

So the town and Hydro came to an agreement, and the special 
Act was pessed, and you received far more in taxes than you 


would have if you had assessed that property in accordance wit). 
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the law? A-- Yos. The Ontario Power Company were 

8 different proposition -- it is a company that wag here, 

it was not originated, construoted, or started by the Hydro. 
Q-- But still, under the law, according to Mr. Pope, the 

Act provided that any company controlled by the Hyaro was 

exempt under that law. 

MR. GABY: The Act of 1906, was our own Act. 

MR. POPE: Under the Municipal Act, with ween Eydro 
had nothing to do, the exceptions were ‘government or municipal 
owned property’ to be exempt from any taxes. 

THE CHAIRMAN: That is within the municipality? 

MR. POPE: No. 

HE CHAIRMAN: Suppose the municipality owned property 
outside of its own borders? 

MR. POPE: It igs municipal owned property. 

THE CHATRMAN: Are you sure of that? 

MR. POPS: “uite sure. 

THE CHATRMAN: I think I saw a oase in which it was 
held that if the munéhipality owned property in another 
municipality it should pay taxes at the same rate as a private 
citizen. 

MR. POPE: The £cet says: Municipal or Government owned 
property,unless it is rented and from which they are getting 
a revenue, then it becomes taxable. It is ih the same 
position as this city hall. All the Hydro property wae 
exempt until the Chippawa canel scheme started, then 
the municipality came to the Commission -~- the town of 
Niagare Falls and the township of Stamford -- and stupiatnes 
of not being able to get their school taxes. They said they 
were ina very difficult position because school debentures 
nad been issued,and they were unable to meet them without 


overlapping those who still held their property. the same 
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thing occurred in the Eugenia district. Then the Act was 


passed. It was discussed how we sould best meet that situa~ 
tion, and it was shown that if they allowed a development 
plant to be assessed, ineluded in the assessment in the 
municipality within whioh they were generating, why it would 
cut the assessment down millions of dollars. In thet case, 
the municipalities in the Niagara Distries woyld have to pay 
the amounts of taxes assessed in this municipality, and that 
would not be fair. 
MIE GHATRVAN: Why not? 
MR. POPE: Because, one munioipality would get it ail. 


VHE CHAIRMAN: They are getting it all now. 


POP a: On the property located in their municipal... 
ity. 


} CHAIRMAN: Suppose the Ontario Power Company had 


remained 4 
served the 
of Niagara 
} MR, 

PHS 
would mean 
it. 


MR. 


private corporation, and they had located here, and 
municipalities throughout Ontario, suxvely the city 


Falle should have the right to the taxes? 


POPS: Nobody would suffer. 
CHATAMAN: Well, they don't suffer, because it 


an increased rate to the municipalities served by 


POP 3: Nhe municipality would have to pay rates 


on whatever they used: 


THE CHAIRMAN: 


Their operating expenditure would have 


an influence on the rates. 


MR. 


not be interested in that plant, none whatevor. 


stands the 


furnishing 


POP 2: Every municipality in the Province would 
-, As it now 
municipalities in the Niagara District are 


money to back the whole soheme, therefore, they are 


\ 


just as much interested as Niagara Falls. 


THR CHAIRMAN: 


How are they interested? 
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MR. POPS:  §Finanoially and otherwise. 

THe CHATRMAN: I think your law is quite right, but 
personally I do not see why, if the municipality owns the 
property, any distinction should be made. 

MR. POPZ: What about the city hall? 

TH CHAIRMAN: It is in the municipality. 

MR. POPS: You cannot tax it. 

TH CHS IRVAN: There is no sense in taxing the city 
hall, because the municipality would have to pay the taxes 
themselves. | 

MR. POPG: If that theory of yours was worked out -- | 

THE CHAIRMAN: ft is not a theory of mine, it is 
general practice. fn exception hag been made, under the Act, 
with respect to Hydro. | 

MR. POPE: No,sir, the £ot of 1916, was a municipal 
law, not a Hydro law. / | 

THE CHAIRMAN: Under the Bower Act, you are entitled 
to the same exemption as in the case of municipal property. 

MPR. POPG: No,sir, it is under the Kunicipal Act. 

THS CHATEVAN: Under thet set you are exempt. 

MR. POP 3: Nake the township of Stamford, if they 
were allowed to assess the power plant in the township, and 
in Chippawa, at the full assessed value, what would be the 
result? They weuld have millions of dollars in taxes, and 
nobody else would have to pay a cent of taxes in the mindodped= 
itye 

VHS CHA THAN: That is right, because for these proper- 
ties you have to pay on the same basis, according to the value. 
There are many cases where big corporations are located in 
some municipality, and the result is that the tax rate is com- 
paratively low, such as in municipalities where there are 


great deposits of ore, as in Minnesota, practically all the 
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taxes are paid by that corporation, and the people benefit 
very much by that. Nake the Niagara Folls Power Company 
across the river -- 

MR. POPd: They are not municipally owned at all. 

THE CHALRMAN: No, they are not municipally owned, 
but they pay taxes on an assessment of 533,000,000, the same 
as any other citizen. 

MR. POP32: If that company makes $1,000,000, who gets 
it? 
| WHE CHATRMAN: Most businesses seem to have a way of 
disposing of the company's money, without any assistance from 
us. 

MR. POPE: This is a proposition to supply power at 
cost to the municipalities -- the municipalities own the 
property. That is the reason that Act came into existence. 

THE CHATRMAN: Now, Gentlemen, dealing with this par- 
ticular case, since you have settled this amongst yourselves, 
both the city of Niagara Falls and Hydre have agreed to it, 
and it has been sanctioned by the Legislature, what do you ask 
us to da? Why should we recommend that the £ct should be 
upset, after you have arrived an an agreement in the matter? 

MR. COWAN: Mr. Pope said that the special Act wag © 
passed for the benefit of the township of Stamford. 

MR. POPE: Not Stamford township, but every municipal - 
ity. 

WR. COWEN: Zvery municipality who have lands at 
present. paying taxes, if that land passes over to the Hydro, 
for instance, the municipality would lose taxes -- that is the 
position of Naagara Falls with respect to the Ontario Power 
Oompany. Hydro did not bring the Ontario Power Company here. 
That is the submission I wish to make. 


THE CHSI RAN: You have agreed te the arrangement; 
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council 
your Goel sanctioned the settlement. 


Aw-- I agree that we submitted to it. We had to do it. 

Q-- Never mind; you agreed to it, there was nothing to 
compel you to do it, you might have said, if we don't agree 
to this we wont get anything, but there was no ctercion put 
upon you, Your counoil is supposed to speak for the municip- 
ality, and they agreed to this gdsettlement. Why should we 
Open it? A-~ Because,it is unjust. 

Q-- Has your conncil taken it up again? Wouldn't the 
préper thing be, if you believe the agreement to be unjust, 
to put in @ council who will carry out the wishes of the 
municipality, and ask that this matter be opened. But, the 
municipality having agreed to the settlement, why whould we 
reopen the matter? | f&-~ Premier Drary took the position 
We thought was the proper one, he said, when they take over 
any corporation they take over not only its contracts, but 
the obligations, one of which is to pay taxes. 

g-- You have come to an agreement yourselves; a body that 
is supposed to speak for the citizens made an agreement, and 
said, 'It is satisfactory.' The Mayor came here yesterday 
and said he was quite satisfied in the matter. Now, if you 
wish to change that,wouldn't the first thing be to so expres 
yourself -- so far you have expressed yourselves just the other 
wey. A-~ I admit we made the agreement. 

j-- If it is a matter of such importance, get your counsil 
to ask to have the matter reopened. A-- All the members 
of last year's council were returned, so I don't think they 
are very keen on it. | 

yYe- They have not declared by regolution that they are 
dissatisfied? A-~ No. 

)-- We can hardly assume it, under those circumstances. 


Aw- I am simply talking as a ratepayer. 
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“po 4o™ 
Q-- You have a perfeot right to submit your views. 
MR. POPE: Mr, Cowan, how long were you in the 
oounoil? . &w-~ 2 years. 
Q~- Which two years was that? how 1921 amd 1922. 
Q-= You were in the council when this arrangement was made? 
&-- Yes. 
Q-- Were you at Toronto when it was settled? Ae- Yes. 
Q-- Will you just tell the Chairman how it was settled, and 
by what method? fm-~ Wo went over there several times in 
1921, and in the Spring of 1922. 
Q-~ No, pardon me. 
MR. GABY: The legislation was in 1921. 
MR. POPE: This meeting you spoke of, took place in 
the attorney-General's office? An Fer PO ise 
Q-- The final arrangement wags made in the Attorney-General's 
office? 4-~ No, the final arrangement was not made in tho 
Attorney~General's office, it was in the cafeteria in the 
Hydro building. 
Pee leLuer your left, the Parliament Buildings the agreement wai: 
put in shape at aon ee Dia tdimes Ao Yeu 


77 The rate or charge you must pay wag settled in the 


Attorney#General's office? Anw= Ho. 
Q-~ You must be dreaming. m-- To. Sir Adam Beck will 


bear me out in that: we went to the ilydro office and discussed 
this thing for several hours, and we were taken over to the 
Parliament buildings, to the sttorney-General , who asked us 
it we had an offer, Sir Adam Beck said, "We offered 350,000," 
and the patomioy oC ona? Said that was very fair, and suggested 
that we should socept it. We wouldn't accept that,and came 
back and had lunch. 
y-7 That is not all that took place there. &-- Practically 
~~ What else did you say t2 the attorney-General? Vhat 


Cther suggestion was made by you? Ae-- We didn't make any 
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suggestion whatever. 

Q-- Did you suggest that the Act should be changed? 

A-- Yos. 

Q-- What was his reply? Ane He didn’t think there would 
be any possibility of having legislation passed. 

We came back to the Parliament Buildings, and gave up hiipe 

ete yestnes and as we were going out of the outside door, Sir | 
&Sdam Besk made this proposal, and it seemed the only thing we 
could get, 30 mills on the dvliar on an assessment making the 
cals $75,000 a year. 

Q-- What do you say that is based on? 

4-- On $2,500,000 assessment. 

Q-- What assessment was that? fi-- The assessment prior 
to the ere line going in. 

Q-- The Hydro took over the Ontario Power Company when? 

fLe~ In the early part of 1917. 

Q-~- And was that the assessment that was fixed for the year 
they took over the 0.P. Company? was it the 1917 assess- 
ment that was adopted? &~-Yes. 

Q-- That is the assessment you were getting when Hyaro took 
the property over, and the .uestion of the rate to be charged 
wag discussed and fixed as not to exceed 30 mills? Aw-~ Yes. 

4-- That is the agreement. What happened in your coun- 
cil? Aw- We came back here, and realized this was -- 
qg-~- Never mind your realizatisrs. What took place? 


ie- We passed a motion, and the special Bill was prepared. 


Q-- And taken to Toronto? fim- Yes. 

j-~ Supported by your council? Ae-~ Yos,sir. 
Q-- Unanimously? L-= Yese 

Q-- 4nd passed? he~ Yess 


-- Has there ever been any resolution” or scomplaint, by 
your council, objecting to the agreement at that time? 


4~- There has never been any offioial complaint. 
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Q-- I neve not got the Revised Statutes, but these 
| exemptions hneluded Government and Municipal owned property, 
therefore, the Hydro paid no taxes; the rate they struck for 
“power, and sO on, Was based upon ‘no taxes.' That is way 
we bought such & large quantity of land in Eugenia for tHe! 
development of the District, We purchased 1500 acres of land 
in the township of Artemesia, and they came to Hydro and 
said, " This is taking from us a good portion of the district 
rom which we get our school taxes, and the result is that | 
those who are left in the district have to take care of the 
outstanding school obligations, and it is going ns hit us 
pretty heavy.” 

In the township of Stamford we met with much the same 
situation, befause, in buying the land for the ke Eesti ds 
obliged to purchase large quantities on both sides of the 
canal in order to avoid having to put bridges across for each 
owner. They had the same difficulty. Then the Commigsion 
mt and said, “ This is a hardship for these two places, and 
we must endeavour to remedy it." And it was decided to pay 
taxes on the land just cen same way as railroad land is 
assessed, It was decided to pay taxes on lands owned by 
the Hydxvo no matter where they Were. And that Act was 
amended in 1917, and put into effect. 

Then the Ontaric Power Company question came along, 
and when they made their assessrent we called their attention 
to this Act. They took the ground that they hadn't known 
of this, and had spent money, or entered into obligations they 
would have to meet, and it would ve very hard on Niagara Falls 
if they were deprived of their taxes. The taxes were paid 
for that year, but they were told they woute have to govern 
themselves according to the Statute next year. They didn't 
do so, and we laid an appeal against their assessment, and, 


before it was finally disposed cf it was suggested that we 
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shoulda get a fixed assessment, and we were endeavouring to 


do that. 


THE CHALRMAN: Did that go to appeal, on the question 
of assessment? 

MR. POPE: Not that year. We paid the taxes ia 
1918. L919 came, and the new Government was in. They took 
it up, but did not care to go into it very déeply. Ye paid 
the 1919 taxes as assegsed. Then they came bask in i920, 
and we had an interview with the council, and all sorts of 
suggestions were made as to settlement. But, nothing doing. 
The council simply told us that if they did that they probably 
wouldn't get any votes. It was finally sent to the Court 
of Revision, and we took it to the Ontario Railway & Municipal 
Board. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Did you go to the County judge? 

MR. POPE: No,sir, we couldn't do that unless we 
had consent; you have to gv 40 the Ontario Raliway & Muntoiead 
Board. 

MR. P.O. McBURNEY ( City solicitor, Niagara Falls). 

It went to the County judge. 

MR». POPd: You go to the Court of Revision, then to 
the county judge, but he has no power to do anything with it>. 

QUE CHAIRMAN: Surely he has. 

MR. POPD: According to the originating act, it is 
very doubtful if the county judge has power. This question 
went to the Ontario Railway & Municipal Board, end they SUB 
tained the desision of the Hydrce, declaring we were only 
liable to be assessed on land. In the meantime, we tendered 
money for taxes on lands only. Then the matter came bask to 
the council.and they were told to abide by the Act, and it was 
suggested that some amicable arrangement should be made as to 
taxes. In order that they wouldn't suffer, we gave them 


the same taxes they were getting when the plant was taken over 
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in 1917. 

THE CHAIRMAN: {16,000 

MR. POPE: No, that was an assessment ef $2,500,000 

COMMISSIONER J.4. ROSS: You are speaking of 19217 

MR. POPE: I am speaking of the assessment of 1917, 
when we took over the plant. 

COMMISSICNER J.4. ROSS: Upon whish you paid the 1921 
taxes? 

MR. POPE: Yes, sir. Only they had increased our 
assessment by $2,500,009 on acscunt of the pipe line. ‘hat 
was objected tc. They finally settled upon the 1917 amount, 
and then the rate question came up» We said, "We must kaow 
what this is to be." And 30 mills was the maximum fined. 
They themselves arranged the agreement, it was signed, and they 
applied to the Legislature, and it was their own Bill. 

THE CHAIRMAN: That is the Act of last session? 

MR. POPE: There is the agreement; and that is the 
situation. 

THE CHAIRMAN: A petition for this Act was presented 
by the city of Niagara Falls? 

MR. POPE: Alusolutely, it is their Act. 

You spoke of the exemptions. When the Government get 
the Gentral Ontario system, they bought out the company, aud 
we pay on the iands only -- we need not pay anything, as a 
matter of fact. | 


CCNMISSIONER J.A. ROSS: The Gcvernment owns that 


MR.POPE: it said, there ig no reason why you should 
not be treated the same as all other Hydro properties, and 
they agreed to it, and it has been done. If they bother us 
attempting to extort taxes, we will say, "If you don't want 
anything, you need not take it." 

THE CHAIRMAN: You are a law unto yourselves largely. 
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MR. POPE: It is property being handled for the Ontario 
Power Company. 

THH CHAIRMAN: Do you not own it, and are you not using 
it as if it were your own ? 

MR. POP: We had the law amended to enable us to do 
it. The Hydro went further than that later and recommended 
thats not oniy the Hydro Commission, bub all municipal owned 
utilities, skould be exempi os to land. 

THE CHALRMAN; Land only ? 

BR. POPu: Yes. 

THE CHATRLAN; You would not extend that, so we would 
not have to Pea ibaes Ne 

MR. POPE: You aren't ° philanbhropists like we Gre ? 

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr.Cowan thinks you are not even 
philanthropists. 

MR. EOP#: Mr.Cowan had no complaint until today. 

COMMISSIONER JoA.ROSS: How cau you be an philanthro- 
pist and produce at cost ? 

MR. POPE: Because We are generous, 

COMMIS STOUUR J.-A ROSS: You are not giving anything 
away I hopee 

MR. POPE: No, they seem to think we a keaping too 
much, or making it cost too much. 

THE CHATRMaN; E am not trying to express Vhe vicws 
of tha Commission at all, I do not know what they are, bul 
you hava settled this between yourselves, and it docs seen 
to ma a% this stago there 1s no reason why wa shovlé éiovurb 
44 in any way. If I were @ eltizen of Niagara Falls I 
should resont that action very much, and would fecl that 
the fact that municipalities throughout Qntario aro 
intovasted in this property is no reason why Hydro should 
nos pay taxos to the City of Niagara Falls just es if 1% wero 
& privato corporation; I do not think the fact that 


municipalities cra ectting power from tho Niagara district 
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at &@ lass cost entitios thom to take the position that 
Niagara Falls should not collect taxos at thao rogular rata 
on tho property; I wouid let thom assess the Hydro 
proporty as if it wore a private corporation. 

MR. POPG: Who is to pay it ? 

THA CHAIRMAN: It is just as if you or I owned 
property here, and lived in Toronto, wo would have to pay 
taxes jin both Niagara Falls and Toronto, 

MR. POPu: That will not help tha rato payer. 

TH CHT RMAN : I do not question your law, Mr.Pope. 

MR. POP: Tho section provides that land owned or 
vestod in any nunicipal corporation or Commission, or in 
srustoes, or in any other body acting for or on bohaif of 
the Municipal Corporation, and uscd for tha purpose of 
Supplying light, water, heat or power for inhabitants 
of who municipality, or for the purposo of iight, water 

2 power for a tramway, shall ba liablo to assessment and 
taxation for municipal and school purposes at the actual 
value of the land. 

THE CHAIRMIN: I do not question your law at all, 

L think you ére quire right about your law; it is just tho 
morality and justice of it, that I am thinking o%, 

MR. POPi: We havo boon accuscd of doing things we 
wore not entitled to under tho Act. 

THE CHATRMAN: You havo stated that you have corn 

things contrary to that Act yourself. 

MR. POPH: No, we have had tho act changed. 

TH CEAITRWAN: You say that at sugenia you are paying 
taxes that you do not ncod to pay under the strict 
Rotor retarted of the law, 

MR. POPu: We have the powor to do that. 

THE CHALHMAN: In Central Ontario you sre paying 


certain taxes, 
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MR, POP: That is with the approval of the 
Licutenant-Governor—in-Counzil. 

THS CHATRMAN: You aro no doubt paying these peoplo 
more than they would be entitled to undor the strict letter 
of the law. | 

MR. POP: We pay them threo timos ovor. 

MR. GABY: It 16 a great public asset owned by & good 
many municipalities; why should one municipality reap 
the benefit of the increased taxation, and get its power 
for nothing ? It is not the sama as a private corporation: 
Hydro is not operating for a profit, but is owned by a 
group of nunicipalities, and have a plant in the Township 
of Stamford valucd at “80,000,900, built by Stamfora and 
the other municipalities as a great public asset for tha 
public good of the Provinee,. Why should the other 
municipalities pay all the taxes of the municipality in 
Which this plant is situated ? 

THE CHuLRMAN: You are questioning me now; I will 
answer your cuestion. I am just giving my personal viow; 

I saa no reason why a municipality that owns property ia 
ancthar municipality should be put on any different footing 
to an individual, 
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#, Co MeBUMIeY ( City Solicitor, Wiagara Falis) 
THE CHAIRMAN: I am Sorvy, Mr.McBurney, wo did not have 
you in when the debato was on, 
A--I heard everythings 
M--Lre you tha City Solicitor ? A--Yes sir, 
“--What about this mattor ? A--In the first place, 
it has been stated here that this property is treated as 
Municipal property. The Legislature has referred to 


municipal property,and property belonging to the Hydro, as 
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entirgly diffaront. 

Me-Oh, Yes. A--So far as municipal property is 
conoerned, to be exempt it must ba owned by and vested in 
tha municipality, so far as Hydro property is concerned, 
At only must be used or controlled by the Hydre. 

MR. POPu: Owned, used, or controlled by. 

A--Fut it as you like, owned, used, or controlled by. 

I have the amendment to the Assessment Act passed in 1914, 
and it says, "Vested in, or controlled by." In 1917 the 
Hydro got through some legislation amending the Power 
Commission Act. That is section 12a of the Power — 
Commission Act now. It reads ¢ : 
"12a (1) Not withstanding anything in the 
Assessment Act contained, Land owned by and 
vested in the Commission shall he subject to 
assessment and taxation for municipal and school 
purposes ab the astual value thereof according to 
the average value of the land in the locality." 

Up to the time this Act was passed Hydro lands and 
buildings were exempt from assessment; this Act was intendod 
to make the lands liable te assessment, 1 do not think there 
was any intention to tako away tha assessment that had boen 
previously made upon buildings. 

We were in tha position where we had, far back, given 
them @ bonus in order to induce them to locate in Niegara 
Falis, and at the expiration of ten years we expected to get 
full assessment from that property, but Hy®ro hes taken 
away from us that advantage, by the following subsection. 

THE CHATRMAN: That subsection was passed when 7 

A--In 1917, about the time the Ontario Power Company 
‘Stock was acquired by the Hydro, This subsection says ; 

ee) Subsection 1 shall not apply to or 


include buildings, machinery, works, structures, 
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“snbstructures, superstructures, rails, tics, 
poles, and other property, works, or improve~ 
ments owned, used or controlled by the Commission:- 

Prior to that section being passed the Act read, 
"Owned by and invested in tha Commission,” which land was 
exempt from assessment. | 

MR, POP: Read the last two or threg Lines. 

A--"shall continue to ba exempt from assessment and 
taxation as horetofore," 

MR. POP#: That leaves tho Act to apply as 1% was. 

h-nI vefer you to section 5, sub section 7 of the Assess- 
mont Act, Which reads lu this way : "xcept as provided 
undor section 45a, all property belonging to or leased by 
any municipality, or vestad under theixy control, or any 
pudlic commission.” That has been broadened out by these 
words, “owned, used, ow controlled by the Commission," 
shell be exemps from assessment o | 

Now, of course, our attitude wes this, these lands 
are yvasted in, owned by, even used and controlled by the 
Ontario Eeearnconnans. which has @ separate Board of 
Directors, who buy, sell, aad give orders for improvemnts, 
and So on. 

MR, GABY: Thas is ndt quite correct; thea Hydro Electria 
Power Gommission make G11 improvements, and the money is 
expended as & Hydro expenditures. It is part of the 
expanditurs of the Hydro system, although it is put in as a 
Hydrs Power Commission expenditure. The pipe line is. 
handled as a development of the Hydro Hlectric Powex 
Commission, as part of the development, and we axe at 
presont cporating that system. 

MR. McBURNGY: There is no reason for treating this 
as an ordinary municipal undertaking. Tha Hydro took this 


Ontario Power Company ovor subject to all agseoments that 
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axisteds now they have an agreement to sell power to the 
Niagara, Lockport and Ontario Power Company, on the American 
side, a large block of power, and that agreement will run 
for the next 30 years, That was an cgreement entarca into 
by the private corporation, amd Hydro will have to carry 
that contract for a number of years, Presumably they make 
a profit out of that power, and they should pay taxes. 

MR. FOPu: We do not make a profit. 

A--The only a ea not make a profit is banseee 
you entored into tho Chippawa development scheme. 

MR. POPH: Vould you rather not have the Chippavwa 

develsSpment scheme ? A=-No, the citizens woulda 
prefer that you should develcp another canal, 

f--are you speaking as a ratepayer or as City Solicitor ? 

A--I am speaking as a ratepayer, I cannot speak for the 
City. 

THiS CHALRMAN: Why do you ask us to take up the matter, 
a3 a citizen ? fe~I have been subpoenaed to attend, 

I think, as a matter of principle, Hydro ought to pay taxes 
on all lands purchased by them om which they sre buliding, 
and on the buildings on the lands that are purchased by 
them, As to newly erected buildings, it is a different 
matter, there may boa some reason for exempting a newly 
rected building, but they should not take away revenue 
that the municipality has had. 

M--What is the total assessment ? A--I think 1% is 
between (11,000,000 and ‘212,000,000. 

MR. POP: What difference do you say has baen mada in 
the municipal assessment on buildings under the Act of the 
Legislature ? 4--Municipel assessment, none. 

n--We have been told thet something has becn taken anay 
from Niagara Falls, what is it ? A4--It is not municipal 


assessment, it is Hydro assessment. 
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Q.As municipal assessment ? <A ~-~Zhere has buen no 
assessment made under the municipal assessment. 

«You argued this Whola matter before the Ontario Railway 
and Municipal Board ? A-~-It was argued out. 

Mm You argued it ? A~- I did not arguo ity 

M-You directcd the argument ? A-+-Yos, I directed the 
argument. 

M- bnd all thas¢ matters you hava ae suggasted wore 
raised at that timo @ Am-Yos. | 

‘tw And the judgmont of the Ontario Railway & Municipal 
Board) that this was a municipal plant and it was exempt 
except ag.to land ? i.~«-Ho, they did not consider it a 
municipal plant, they said those words, "Used or controlled 
by thea Hydro Electric Commission" to their mind put it in 
the cabegory of "lands." That is the jucgment ef the 
Ontario Railway and Municipal Board, As against that there 
is thea decision of the County Court Judge whe ruled that 
land and buildings owned, used or controlled by the Ontario 
Power Company Were a private entity and, as such, were 
assessabla, | 

Q--What was tho remark of the County Court cudea when 
he made that finding, can you give us the whole of it ? 


THS CHATRMAN: Is 13 worth white following thes any 


MR. POPH; The county Court dudge said, "I seem to ba 
noutval, 2 have no power to approve or disapprove, amd I an 
going to let 1t go to tha propor tribunal to sustain the 
judgmont: ." 

MR. MceBURNWY:s How could he say that, you said thera 
was n0 appeal to the County Court Judge ? 

MR, POP: You are asking this Commission to revise the 
Avte 


THE CHAIRMAN: io, ha asks us to recommend it. 
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MR. McBURNIY: I say, as a matter of principle, lands 
of the Hydro Hleotrio Power Commission should be assessable, 

MR. FOP: Thay are. ‘ 

MR. McBURN“Y; And the buildings on those lands shculd 
be assessable, at least tha buildings on the land at the 
time they wore acquired, 

COMMISSIONSR M.JHANHYs What about machinery ? 

A--Machinery, in law, is treated as part of the building 
to which 1% is attached. 

MRe POPi: You would ba content to let the Nowashtp 
of Stamford get tha assossment on those various power 
piants, together with the machinery and everything 
connocted with them ? A--If Located in the Township 
o£ Stamford, certainly. | 

Qe Mesaston and Chippawa ? Ae-Quecnston, and in 
Niagara, 
MR, GABY: Anything within tho Pownship ? 
4--I should say so, 
MR, POPH: Lands, buildings, and improvements ? 
AweI think se, <Aay municipality that hes natural assets 
should gat the benefit of thoso natural assets. 
T-Under the Hydro Act, who would pay tho taxes to tho 
Towaship of Stanford ? A--The Hydro Hlectric Commission. 

THe CHALTR-AN; Had we not batter deal with Stamford 
later ? I understand scme one will deal with Stamforda- 
Township, | 

MR. POP: Mr.McBurney ia solicitor for Niagara Falls, 

THO CHATRMAN: I suppese the presence of thesa 
buildings ada something to the expense of tha Township 
in connection with tha keeping up of the meade 


-MR. FOPG: We have given them crushed stone to make 
roads. | 


MR. GABY: We have given them a great deal of money 2s 
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well. Tho assessment would be on the Ontario Power 
Company as the assessment of 1917 7? 

MR. McBURNHY:; No, the assessment in 1917 was 
J250,000 on lends. t 

MR. GABY: Tho assessment, as we are paying it today, 
is tho same as we were paying in 1917 on an assessment of 
52,500,000 ? A--Tha assessment in 1917 was 42,500,000. 

MR. POP: The year 1917 was adopted ? AnHnmYeSe 


MR. CABY - J250 ,OU0 was hade by Hydro as an 
expenditure ? A--Yes, at 10 or 12 mills on the dollar, 

THE CHATRMAN: Mr.Pope, have you ever made an estimate 
of the amounts you have saved in taxes on the difforent 
plants because of these exemptions ? 

MRe POP: No, sir. 

TH CHAIRMAN: Can you do that ? 

MR. GABY: We do not save anything, 

MR. POP: It is taken out of one pocket and put inte 
the other. . 

THis CHAIRMAN: You save it, because if you were just 

& private individual you would have to pay taxes as a 

private individual. 

MR. FOPU: Hydre is not a private scheme in any sense. 

THE CHALRVAS: if vee were not entitled to exemption, 
and were placed on tha sama footing as a private individual, 
you would have to pay far more taxes than you pay today ; 
have you ever cstimatcd whet the amount would be that you 

save on taxcs ? 

MR. POPE; No, because it is nct at all analogous, 

THB CHAIRMAN: It would be very interesting to lmow 
because it has a direct bearing on the rates you pay. 

MRe FOPS: The other municipalities would have to vay 
that loss, 


THE CHALRMAN: Hach municipality would get the taxes 


4 wet i aad ‘eter se sta 
pee tse: fuomaaoRen, oa x0 fren Mt 
© a00,008.a¢ aov TRL ab tomese 
oo we erat 


; Mt ye, e | nt , hed a - : Me an Py 
Be veh, eaalam 48, ot wat 8 4 0 nian, ew 
er jrottob edt! mo. ets aL. Go On! ay oe ae 
_adembtas mn ebay nav. 0% rad ane yi SteHO: HD 
ay ky cave th oat to | faxt ae rem arie aoe 


ie bees Sata ‘ rea 9 ron ae 

Be ss ee tlds even, fost “Ob OW HEAD 2 ps 
fe ede toe rey tosivey Bao ta. the osad aed at 2MTOT SH peat 
« eae suet | i Meaty a 


jiu 


sour 28 10% uu eunace + Ea Eadie wot 2 WADA LAND eH 
2 EA gongs on oa ard BLOW, 0% asa hits ogaviag EN 
na ae Bia eh : 


so aen ens a ‘eaadoe ei baa # tom ig gxbyh 2a ZF. th i 

pumttgaene Ay bord kinls Pt. eto pee ‘;t ‘WAU ALL “HO oat i, 

hp arb wh bat., 0320 ini @ ay gaktoot. oma oat éa,. oomiq Pete be Be 
 pyehot ¥ oy HO% aadd, BABE pros “tat yay: Ot OVA, acti noi 
sr todd od pLiivaw saab Ht ait by tonmktaa 1049 0%, ove 

ee : } '  @ eated tro Aveo 
marty 1h rgotecia fis: da fice Gf a eawaoad , olf +iTOT eit i PJ 
. wool OF 2 patteotoitas MOT OG biwow i ae STAR EAD CE | : 


TaN Ha, aodan: eatty 79, agchtned tao Bh, a Best $i onueoed 
Yur of vad Bisow: saltitga tetas «dds eit rig 02 Poe 


Somers | eM cg pie ee aangt ‘Sedd 2p 


* 


a"! Boxe? ast ole bLisaw: -geliogtotoma wou Nuon ees 


on the works in their ewn municipality. Take the dittes. nec 
between the plants on this and the other side of the Niagara 

| river, if tho property on this sido was privately cwned and 
fully assesscd, it would make an immense revenue for this 
municipality. | 

MR. GABY: They would have to pay it in their power 
bills. 

THE CHaLRUAN: That may be. 

MR. POPi: I have never known of an tnterprise like 
this onyvhere that did not havea a fi: 4a assessment. 

THH CH IRMAN; It would be vary interesting if you 
eould show tha differcenee between what you pay in taxes, 
end what you would pay as a private corporation. 

MR, GABYs An 3 abiartange yeaaee 

THE CHA\LRMAN; It pounce difficult, because that ig 
the assessment on which you pay. 

MR, GabY: Any estimate would be in tho realms of 
guessing, and would be of no use whatever, 

THE CHI RMAN; However, you save some milis on tha 
dollar that way. 

ints GoBY: I doubt it. Take the same situation Where 
power is developed at tho source, Montreal fcr instance, 
what taxes do thoge conpanies pay in Shawinigen ? Practically 
nothing, 

TH® CHaLhk. ¥: You know vhat the Hiegara, Lockport and 
Ontaric Puwer Company pay in the City of Niagara Palls, 
New York ? 

MR, GBY: I do not know, 

THB CHAIRN.N: The assessment is: 33,000,000 and they 
pay the same rate as other citizens, 

Mr.McBurney, do you romember what they pay acress 
tha rivor ? Aw=No, 

THE CHAIRMAN: I wish you would let ne kmow that. 
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A. C. HARRIS 3; 

THR CHAIRMAN: Come Mr.Harris, Mr.Harris, what is 
your full name ? A «9 ~ Alfred Charles. 

%--Whare do you live ? A--St.Catharinos,. 

%--Werg you at ond time engeged on tho work of the 
construction of the Cueenst on-Chippewa Canal ? 

a--Yes sir. 

CaWhat was your position thore ? Ae-To take charge cf 
the operation of trains, and pen bie hon it. 

TNa-Whan was it ? A--~The first of March 2919. 

-Thaty would be at the beginning of construction ? 

A--Yose 
(i m.-Wore you in charge of that branch from that time until 
the canal was completed ? A--FProm the time when wae had 
enough of the railway censtructed, and traffic to warrant it. 

f--How long did you continue ? AeoFPrem about the first 
of March a until the last of 1921. 
That is, you were thore practically during the whole 
period of oparatiocns ? fie-Yes sir. 

MR, GaBY: Mr,Chairnan, 1 just want to correct the 
impression, I de not believe Mr.Harris was in chagge of 
construction, iL think he was a train despatcher, is 
that right 7 dé-~That is what it worked dewn to in the end. 
I camo over hore to taka full chargo of the railway 
operation, 

MR. GABY: As train dospatchor,. 

MR, ACR#S; Mr. Harris was originally hired to take 
chargo of despatching operations of tho construction 
railway, as Bidet ert a planned, 

COMMISSIONER M.J.HANWY; That is tho movament of trains? 

A--Yes. 

MR. ACRES: Owing to the delay caused by tho Grand 

Trunk, and after that the labour shortage, and disorgani- 
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2ation, we were never abla to complote the railwey as 


Originally planned, so we wore never able to give Mr.Harris 
the position we really had in mind fer him when we brought 
him there at the beginning. Harrks had bean doing similar 


work on tho ship canal and when ho was finished there we git 


him out of there and gave him this temporary work, 

THE CHAIRMAN: Perhaps he will tell us just what it is. 

MR. ACkWS: Tho understanding was that Mr, Harris was 
to have a similar position with regard tc the construction 
of tha railwny here, tho same as ha had on the ship canal, 
but we were never able to givo it to him, owing to 
cireumstancos,. 

THE CHAIRMAN; Mr.Herris, what had you been doing 
beforo you came to tha Hydre ? A--Working on the 
construction of tha Welland ship canal. 

9--What did you do after you came to the Hydro ? 

A--I first looked over the plans with Mr.J.B,. Goodwin, 
who was Works Imginoor, to find out what the traffie would 
amount to, and drafted rules for the cperation of the 
railway, also forms for the use of operetors, train | 
despatchor, and train crews, and turned them over to the 
printing department to bo printed. From time tc time t 
assistod in other departments until such time as they could 
take ma down to the railway work, 

Q--Bo you say you had bern doing this kind work on the 
Welland Canal ? A-~Yes sir. 

R--What do you say about having worked cut a system here 
with regard to the operation of trains ? 

4--When I went down to take hold of it, the traffic at 
that time around what wae call the “y", near tha whirlpool 
was gotting protty heavy, and I arrangad a small despatching 
Syston for the movement of trains around that"y", I+ Worked 
fairly well for a time, until the traffic ineroased still 
mere, Then I suggested that an intorlocking plant be 
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installvd at that point. 
M--—To whom did you make the suggestion ¢ 
A--To J.B.Goodwin first, then to Mr.Angell. WNoither 
events Were very much in favour at the start, but I 
brought it up again on two or threg different occasions, and 
it was finally decided to instal a sma11 plant at the 
point of the "y" leading towards what is eallod, "main 
dispesai." That, I boliave, wes installed somewhere during 
tho Spring of 1920, and it worked out fairly well, Later 
on, I camnot give tha datc, wo made an addition to that 
plant, we were equating over two corners of the "Y" which 
at that time comprised a double track railway on all threo 
Sides. The traffic was such that I believe the interlocking 
plant was well warranted. 
®--And it was put at theso difforont points ? 
A--Yeso 
Q--When was it put in lator at other points ? 
nes cannot give you the dates, I balieva it would be 
somewhora about six months or so later, 
@--~How long would that be after the operations had beem ? 
A--I should say about 12 months. 
e.~Should Lt havo been put in garden ? 
4--Of course, there may be & difference of Opinion as con 
that; I would like te have sacn it in thore 2% the start. . 
§~-Would that heve saved timo and added to the efficiensy 
of tho work if that had been dono ? 4--I believe it would, 
not only at that timo, bus would hava Given the train crews 
on opportunity to be acquainted with the oporations of an 
interlooking plant. 
Q-—Perhaps you can explain the oporaticns to us, on that 
"Y", It is not very clear in ny mind. 
A--Unless a person was looking at an interloeking plant 


in operation 1t would bo rathor difficult to explain, 
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MeuCan you make @ sketch of 1t here ? A--in tha first 
place, an interlocking plant is arrangod with signals, 
switches, and dorails, an interlocking movement which must 
be in prodetormined ordor, so that a train using one route 
in that plant cannot be interfered with by the operater 
- setting the switches and signals in order to give enother 
train access to that same section of track, 
 M-It assures safety ¢ A--It is absolutely safe, in 
fact, to use one expression, i% is 'focl proof. There was 
a doep cut all around the "Y", and treins coming around the 
"y" were unable to see what was ahead of them.. That was 
the reason I first tried the small despatehing system. 

COMMESSIONZR J.A.ROSS: Were there any bad accidents 
before the interlocking system was put in ? 

&-nI cannot say there were bad accidants, thare were one 
or two unfortunate occurrences. 

THS CHALTRMAN; What were these accidents ? 

4&--On@g morning two locomotives left stations with their 
clearance orders, at that time we wore using a single track 
en that route, and the result was they came together. 


Another instance wags one morning during ® very heavy fog -- 


--~Was thera any porson injured when tha tro Llocemotives 
game togethor ? a--Hot in that case, no. 

Was nuch damage done to the engines ? 

A--I suppose there would be considerable damage done to 
the coupling beams on the ends of the Locomotives, 

G-—Vhat was the other accident ¢ Aep-A Bay City 
erane was taking the cross-over cn the main line, and 
bofore we coulda get it clear a train came down from tho 
main disposal on the way back, and owlng to tho hoavy fog, 
we could nut get to that train in time to stop thon, the 
consequance was that tha train went through the cub. 


Yortunately, no one was injured. 
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™.-Was much damage, done 7 A--Tha cab of the locomotive 
was wrecked. 

Or ee Wa8 no person hurt ? A--Ho. I again talked 
to Mr, Angell in regara ko the interlocking plant. 

®.-This was before the interlocking plant was put in ? 

A--Ycs, 

Te-I understand that 1f tha interlocking plant had becn 
put in that such accidents would have becn impossiblo ? 

Ap-I do not think such an acecidert could have happened at 
all. 

G--Wore there amy other accidents besides these two ? 

A--Hot on my territory. 

Q--Not that you know of, 

MR. GABY: Were not those accidents aftor the inter- 
locking plant was But in ? L--No, 

‘--That is in the information we havc regarding the last 
@ccidant ? A--It would be just before the interlocking 
plant was put in. 

@--Do you remember tho date ? A--ITo sir, 
 M-Can you t¢ll me the nunbor of tho enging ? 

«e-i do not remomber the numbor of the engine nw, 

--The information we have fron the man in charge is that 
it wes aftor tho intorleclk: Lge plant was put in ? 

A--I will tell you how I know. Ihe despatching office ‘when 
the interlocking plant put in was moved, and the 
accidont took place buferethe office Was Moved. I was enly 
three fect away when tho aceident happened, 

Q--We will have to get the dates, and number of the 
ongine,. } 

THE CHAIRMAN: No doubt the particulars will be in 
your records, Mr.Harris seems protty positive absut it, 

AqeI was only a few foct away from it, at the time it 
happened, | | 


M-—Can you explain to us this interlocking systen ?. 
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A--That is rather a@¢fficult toa do without a plan ¢f an 
interlocking aystem, iach route is GouLpped with a distant 
and homa signal; tha distant s\gnal will show, in some cases, 
which dopends on the safety required, a stenal which will 
allow a train to proceed slowly to the homa Signal, when 
the norna® condition is 'red*, and when the road is clear 
for the train to procaed it will be given a ‘green’? sipnal. 
Then tho eugineer knows that tho track 4s vlear ahead of him, 
and the signal cannot be changed while he keeps on that i 
Section of track. 

Q~-Can you explain to us how trains were handled on that 
LD duels 4--We had a despatching system, with operators, 
at different points along the line from fueenston to thr 
N.S.0 T.Railway branch, and from the "Yy" to tho main 
disposal, As a train passed that point, it was reported 
to the despatcher, giving the time, that time wae entexed 
on the time sheet, and the despatcher know whare that 
train was at oll times. He knew where all other tvatns 
were that wore on the main line. When a train was 
approaching the "Y" provision was nade to ges that train 
through if possible without stopping it, 

That is about the only explanation I can BLVe > li 
Works out abowt the same for all train movoementg, 

‘What have you to say as to the efficiency with which 
the trains on the system going to and from the work were 
handled ? i-~-I think, very well. 

N--Did you have nary men undor you, who helped in the 
Operation ? a~-I suppose from 10 to 25 at difforent times, 
eomprising awitchmon, eporators, and train despatchors, 

mR~cWhat have you to say about the co-oparation betweoon 
yourself and Mr.Goodwin, and Mr,.\ngcll, while they were 
there on the job ? A--Thore scened Heh ve very great 


differences of opinion between Mr .Angcll and nysolf as to 
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tha system that would bo uscd on the railroad . 

G-~Did you nave any difficulty in deing your work properly 
owing to lack of oo-oporation between yourself and these 
men ? A--Well, 1% may hava boon rather unpleasant from 
time to time, 

M-In what way ? 

Aw-I diinot exactly have a free hand to go ahoad and do 
| things the way I wantod to. ; 

Q--Lf£ you had had a froe hand do you think it would 
hava boen to tho advantage of the undortaking ? 

Awol think so. 

H--Just explain shortly just how it would have been an 
advantage ? What wore the points of difforenca between 
you which prevontod you having a froe hand, and gotting 
the bast resulta ? A--As far as handling tho train 
_ Service was concerned, I had mo authority ovar the train 
crews except they had to abide by orders respecting train 
movements only. 

Well now in what way would you liko to have used youx 
authority, and were not allowed to use your authority ? 

A--In order to give resl efficient operation of that 
railway, I consider I should have had authority directly 
over the train crews, 

MR, POPS: The despatcher should have that awthority ? 

A--Ne, 1% should be thea man over tho dospatcher, 

THE CHAT RMAN: How would that have helped you ? 

A--I could have shown the trainman where they were neaking 

mistakes vary often, and I could have corracted small 


dismeanours et onea,. 


mas there any one else thera on tha spot te do this, 
ran 

pointing out any mistakes, und locking after any misde- 

moanours on their port ? A--There was a train masber on 


the job who hired the crews, that is brakemen, and any 
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complaints I had I had to take them to him. 
“--Were they dealt with promptly and properly ? 
A--That is rather difficult to answer; I was not there 
at the time thoy ware dealt with. 
M-—Did you see any bad effocts resulting from the men 
not boing under proper control and direction ? 
Aw-I. believe theyewere, from time to timo, 
Was this train master a thoroughly experienced and 
competent man ? A--I cannot say what his experience WES 9 
T--Perhaps you can illustrate what you mean when you say 
that from time to time there was not proper direction and 
control over those men ? A=--I would not say it was not 
proper direction and control, but in @ great many cases 
train cravs were possibly not doing their work just as promptly, 
@8 they should, I do know of instanees where they were 
loafing on the work, I could see it, but by tho time I 
would get to the higher authority, they would ba gone, and 
probably forgotten ell about it themselves, Yow would have 
nothing to go on, and it was not Worth while saying 
anything about it. 
Did the work suffer in consequence of that ? 
A~-2o soma extent, yes. 
Q-9In what way ? 4£--It would delay the train, 
--Was there much delay caused by that, from tima to time, 
when you were there ? 
COMMISSTONGR J.A.ROSS: Was anybody hurt through 
negligence such as you speak of 9 
A--There was an vecident, but I was at fueenston at the 
time and do not know the particulars, 
C~-At Welland, you ware in complote charge ? 
‘A-~Yos sir, 
M~~HOW many trains did you move in the period of your 
employment there ? 4--4n average of about twenty trains 
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®-~In the whole time you were there, were thore 50,000 
or 100,000 trains ? A---Approximately 100,000 trains. 

™-And On this job at Chippawa, you woro not in complete 
charge ? A--No sir, | 

MY Ou. wore & despatcher, under the train mastor ? 

A--Yes sir, Hot under the train master, under tho 
Suporintendent of construction. 

Ma-SG your point of view was different 7? <A--Yes, 

“--That is, you would not have run 1% exactly like he did ? 

4--No sir, 

THE CHAIRMAN: You would have got better results, you 
think ? A--I think I would. 

COMMISSIONER M.J.HiNwY: How many trains were you 
moving, the maximum number, for the disposal ? 

A-~-~That varied a great desl from day to day, on account of 
| the shovels changing work, thera were approximately 700 
train movements every 24 hours, areund thet "Y" in the 
busiost times. 
 %-—That was when you had the doublo track ? A~-Yes, 

R—FProm where did these trains cone thit went to the main 
disposal - A--A good many from the pit, also from the 
Cueenston ond, tha upper end of tho work, 

Ma—WhoO Was your immediate superior ? 

A~~Mr Scriven, : 

mwWas ha atrain man ? 4--I do not know, 

G..W#el1 surely you would have some idoa whothor ho was a 
man accustomed to the movement cf trains, from your 
relations with him there ? AW~~We somotimes had 
differences of opinion. 

M—mYOu propose to bo a trein man, expert in tha novement 
of trains, you wera dealing with another man, and should 
have some idea as to whether he was a compotent man or not. 

THE CHAERMAN: Can you say whether or not Mr Seriven: 


was @ man experienced in the movoment of trains ? 


- yamboud 200, oor “tatiana de 7 ‘etal? 00 


i ove Ineo mk ‘tom oni 0% Cains ian fa dot ald? m9 Bak " 
| a Cr 2 nea ithe alten ed gtsito 
? rofeon citaat ond toReen Liodoteqaes g stow were D a 

oad tebe Code'iin aboxd oat to bow sou ule ‘goY--h my 
iain  noitousdaaos ‘to oo 


cones | ‘saeu tae gow wary to: “dehog toy" oe 


7 bib 6 its qliowxs th RATS peat tant bimow HON, ak doit, 
Eo ENG ER es eee Ntinis atte 
Pea Stes thitted -to0 owed pluow aot MARE AO aut. 
| er wy JAtsrow * dada LA * sgt 


OY arom athet? Lal wall 2 OAL i sitoteemMon 
@ Lamoye Lb add Sak _ sedan xtmieaat ant anor 
Ka T9008 M0 gy hb. ae ab otk Laon soe 8 hekaey tate k 


‘ 


| 08 wtotantkoagas” ere chet btoi auitgande efevadé ‘et 


| ‘eit a isis tedd fetter: soaadt $3. prove etawmevor obsad 
Pers a egeeay ee Whang) ie, toot footans 


| 
¢ 


“eoxeck ° E:olomee ietewad ont, bed noy modW ae tod 


et ont oy few tate onao agent eB st bab etodi mova 


ont ‘poate oBLD ii dhe edit not rea haog peed ay Geauga 


SOR IN od i * BP eae 
Ke As 


“aaow odd ha: Brro “ogg ood bit ovenoomty 


; ome ‘sa baenee é Fa bopouns, OT auiw “atin : 

a 7 1S ier en i. 

e Waitin tect ob Spek oaF AM abot’ 8 od ‘anit : 

2 adw'od tosttodw 4 obi omoe oved Laon mar gious ons | “ 
soy unt poke 9 dorhesovor old ot somo damnoe ‘haw Or ie 

i baad Bons tbionae oWn ad ? viodd atat Ad.bw axottator Oe 
th Gah ey Jumasatao 0 aoonese: Vhhb en 

ttome vy vt ot sk droqxg , naa -glott © od 08 eacqord “got in ee 
i Lavodu ‘pre ,fom wien tt ko ant. tao ote!” Hoy « aixtbyd to a es 
ions 2 cen tia vormes A as sa od “nontode ad Rg ‘aobl pace er ie: au 


A 


ys 


‘soyitotd.ti gon to ‘teddosw ye9 HON a0, riod bao con | 
- ¢ eatasd to daemevon ‘ont ach boone rregxd ‘300 B sem hrs 


; = 
er it Or wake! ry 
' ¥ > A >” Wi Bh ) Mom Deh 8S oak 


~2766- 
A--I do not think soe, 
, %-To what extent de you think the undertaking suffered 


_— 


from not being under the control of an experienced man ? 

A--That is a questicn that is impossible for ma ta AN SWEY o 

®--You cannot answer it approximately ? A--No,. 

%-~Did you give orders yourself, from time to tima ? 

4--Only as concerned the movement of trains 

™--Lid you give any written orders to the train eravis, 
at amy time ? A--Nothing except their clearance orders, 
which conserned the movemont of the train oniy. 

m.-What happened to the written orders issued by you, 
did you ever put up any printed orders, rules and 
regulations for the train crows ? A-—When I first went 
down f issued preliminary instructions to the train crews 
So they would know what a wes going to do in regard 
to changing the system of handling trains, apparently 
they were taken off the lecomotives. 

--That is, these orders were taken off ? 

A--Yes. 3 

®--Do you know under whd “directions they weré taken off ? 

&--[ do not. 

"Were they replaced ? <A--Not to my knowledga. 

®--Were those orders such thet the man should know and 
observe ? A--I considered them so, 

®--They were teken off the locomotives ? 

4--So I am told. 

m™--find were there any orders corresponding to them ever 
issued afterwards ¢ A--I believe the train mester issued 
certain orders, 

%--That is the man of whom you spoke just now ? 

A--Yes,. 

©-Ware thoy satisfactory, comprenensive erders, 
sufficient for the purpose ? A--I believe they were, so 


far as they wont, but I did not consider they went far 
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enough, they weren't complete. 

Q-- So, you think the men were not suffioiently instructed, 
is that it? . A-- I oonsidered that I was responsible 
for the movement of those trains, and my instrustions should 
have been abided by. 

Q--,"ho had the orders removed from the locomotives? 

A-- I contt say. 

Q-- Did you speak about their removal to anyone, or hear 
that anyone dia? Aa- Only thet I was told they hed been 
removed. | 

Q-- Did you give any instructions after that to the mon that 
wotild take tho place of those orders that had been romoved? 

A-- I talked to tho train orews porsonelly, es Len as) 2 
could. | 

Q-- You tried to do verbally what you had ondcavoured to do 
by giving written instruotions in the orders that had been 
romoved? A-- Yoas,sir. 

Q-- Wore the trains delayed at #11, owing to proper 
directions not being given? A-- Probably, for a day 
or two, yos. 

Q-- Wos there any serious dolay csused by that? 

A-- I wouldn't coll it sorious, no. 

Q-- At any time? Thot ts whet I em trying to get at, 
was the efficiency of the service what it ought to have been, 
and if it was not, to what extent did it fail thrceugh not 
being efficient? A-~ Speaking of specific instenoes ,it 
probably wouldn't mount te mush, but as a whole I consider 
it made quite a difference. 

Q-- Thet is, through cccident, or through the emount of work 
that might heve boen done if the men hed been properly 
directed? A-- The amount of work thet might heve been 
done. , 


Q-- Not being done. Do you think that the less from that 
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was serious? — A-- 2 think as a whole it was, that is, 
judging by my past experience. 

Q-- Well, you héve had a great deal of experience? 

Ke- Yos,sir. , | 

Q2-- If the orders had been given, and properly carried out, 
would you have had a return of say 20 per oent. better than 
you had, or more or less then thate Aff am not 

| prepered to gsiy what percent:ge. 

Q-~ But » very important percent-ge? A-- Yes,sir. 

Q-- And the cost of the work would have been lower,would 
it, if the work had been done as you thought it should hare 
been done? A-- Possibly, to some «xtent. 

Q-- Would that be caused by delay to train crews? 

COMMISSIONSR J.A. ROSS: Was there any sohedule on 
this railroad? | A-- No,sir. | 

Q-- Were any records kept of traih movements? 

A-- Yes,sir. The despatcher's train sheet wag kept every 
day. | 

Q-- Was there a4 schedule at Welland when you were in charge? 

A-- Ho, only in regards to @ sshedule we edopted when build- 
ing different trecke, to sevoid confusion between the different 
tracks. 
~Q-- That wes not. donc at Chippawe? A-- No, I didn't 
consider it was necessery on this job. 
°Q@-- A train schedule wes not necessary at Chippewa? 

A-- No, gir. 

THS CHAIRMAN: If the treins had been operated as 
you soy they should have been, could you have got along with ~ 
fewer ee than you had there? 

ke-- I would not say thet we could have got slong with fowor 
trains, but I believe we would héve got a bigger output from 
the shovels, we would, at least, have had treing st the 


shovels more promptly. 
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Q-- Did they not always get to the shovels promptly? 

&-- Sometimes, I believe thore were shovol delays owing 
to waiting for trains that were delsyod at the dumps cwing 
to difficulties out there, but the trains as a rule come to 
the durps very promptly. 

COMMISSIONER M. J. HANWY: Did you take the trating 
from the steam shorel to the dump, or were they shunted arcund 
the "y"? A-- They filled the oars directly from the 
shovels, and wont straight to the dump, and returned to the 
shovel which they hed left. 

Q~- Was there not a yard betwoen the "Y" and the dump that 
was used for switching? A-- Occasionally we would hare to 
turn trains on the "y". 

Q-- Was there not a yard where the treing coming from the 
shovels would meet, and be taken by an independent crew to the 


durp? A-- No, gir. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Is there anything further, Mr. Harris? 


f-- I don't know as there is anything fusther I oan gay, 
Mr. Cheirman. 

Q-- If there were another work of this kind going on, what 
would you suggest might be done in the way of increesing the 
efficiency of the operations, and preventing what you have 
described to us elreedy? A-- Well, on a work of that 
magnitude, and where the traffic 1s so hesvy, I think that 
there should be © proper ratlwsy system from one end of it to 
the cther, handled undcr one hecd, snd kept separete from tho 
other departments. 


COMMISSIONER M. J. HANEY: Responsible to whez? 


\ 
é 


k-- Responsible to some man in cherge. / 
Q-- Responsible to the General Manager, or Superintendent? 
a-- Yes. rn 

COMMISSTON 7 Ae ROSS: Do you feol that the man 


directly in charge should be an oxperienced railrosd man? 
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pee Yes, sir. 

Q-- Which you felt Mr. Soriven was not? A~- Yes. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Who was this other man you spoke of, 
the train master? A~- Mr. Tilton. 

Q-- You wouldntt have & man like that ¢n charge? 

&-- I would rather be excused from answering that question. 

COMMISSIONER J. A. ROSS: Yes, Mr. Harris, you say 
that Mr. Seriven was not competent to handle that job; you must 
have some reason for saying that, otherwiso your opinion is 
greatly modified in my estimation. 

A-- I didn't sey he was not competont to handle the fcb. 

\-- You said he was not a railroad man. 

A-- J said I didntt consider he was an experienced ratiroad ~ 
Mane. 

Q-- What experienoe did he have? A-- I cantt say. 

Q-- Would you know anything about him at all? A-- No, sir. 

THE CHATRMAN: He had nothing to dc sspeoially with 
railroad work, this was cnly 6 small part? 

&-- Part of the organization. 

Q-- You say you wouldn't have an operating organization like 
that, you would have had the operétions under the direct control 
of an experienced railroad man, who would be the responsible 
head of that work? - An- Yes, 

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Gaby, have you any questions to ask 
Mr. Herris? 

MR. GABY: Mr. Acres will question Mr. Harris. 

MR. ACRES: Q-- Mr. Harris, before you came on the 
ship Canal did you have any experiences in handling construction 
work? A«~- No, sir. A 

ee How long wore you on the ship canal? A-- About three 
years. 

Q-- And how much, have you any idea, yardage wes handled 


during the time you were thero? Am= I cantt tell off-hand 
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whet -tha yardage. was? 

Q-- How do you think it would oompero with the yardage we 
handled here in the time you were on the work here? 

A-- I think the yardage here was greater. 

Q-- In view of your three years! experienoe on the ship canal 
would you consider yourself really competent to pass an spinion 
on the matter of the general polioy to be pursued in handling 
the exoavation and removal of 15 to 16 million yards of materia: 
aS against the experience of men like Mr. Angell, Mr. Scriven 
and Mr. Stewart? A-- I am spesking, Mr. Asres, of this job 
in particular. 

-~- Aa connected with the job when these particular men were 
on this job? A--~ Yes. 

before | 

@-- 4nd those men had had experience coming on this ob. 
What I am trying to get at is, from your three years! experieno. 
in watching, and handling muck trains, would you consider that 
your opinion would be authoritative as against the opinions 
and preconceived ideas of man like Mr. Angell, and Mr. Scriven? 

&-- I can only answer acoording to my experiences. 

Q-- Can you give your opinion? 

COMMISSIONER M. J. HANSY;: We heve had ho exidence 
as yet as to the experience of Mr. Angell, or Mr. Seriven, as 
to their ability to handle train service, and we are dealing 
with train service; Mr. Harris has given his opinion of Mr. | 
Serivents ability to handle trains. 

MR. aACRES: Let me put it in another way: you base 
your opinion golely on your experience as a railroad man? 

A-- Yes, sir. 

Q-- Not as @ construction man? A+ No. 

Q-- Your viewpoint is centred in one dircetion, that is in 
the matter of railroad operation? © A-- Exactly. 

Q-- Not from the standpoint of efficienoy or progress of the 


work as a whole? A-- That is not my intention. 
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Q-- You are just speaking of the radiroad itadlf?  iA-- Yes. 
Q-- Where wag your oentre of activity on thd Queéns ton work, 
' during that three year period? &-- I was lecated in the 
Inspeotorts office. | 

Ge. You were there practically ell the time? 

&-- There, or on the line. 

Q-- Within what maximum areas would your duties require your 
presence? A-- From the N, 8. & T. Railway Bridge to 
Queenston. 

THE CHAIRMAN: What distande is thet? 
MR. ACRES: That would be ebout 7 miles of track. 

Q-- Did your duties carry you ss far as the St. Davidts dump? 

ian- No. 

Q-- Just to the antrance of the spur to the dump? h\-- Yes. 

Q-- Your duties didn't call you within approximately three 
miles of the Montrose dump? Aw- Nou 

Q-- Would you have any opportunity of getting fizst-hand 
nowledge as to the effect of the dumping operetions on the 
train service? ~K-- Only so far ag it concerned the work 
in my territory. 

Q-- I esked you if either dumps were of your territory, and 
is believe you saiac they were not. \--+ They were not. ‘The 
trains were Leaving my territory, and came back from the dump. 

@-- You would have no first-hand knowledge from observation 
within your jurisdiction ss to what offect the dumping operation 
had on the train service? ROS ROCMa ee oF 

Q-- Any opinion you could give would be more or less hear- 
say, and deduction, not from observation or from any 
necessary work you had to do in connection with your duties? 

h-- No, sir. 

@-- ‘ihen you suggest that the idesl arrangement would be to 
have the train service worked as you heve told us, wholly and 


independently under one heid, I understand you to mean that 
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before enybody in authority on the work could move a loading 
track, or cenneot es tail track to the main line for running 
in 8 shovel, or getting out a shovel, er in oase there was 2 
bad slide st the dump, to be able to run in o half-mile of 
trach somewhere else over night, do I understand that the chied 
despstcher should be the man who would heve final authority as 
to when and how that should be done? &.-- Absolutely, no. 

Q-- Do you think that having the train moved from one end of 
the job to the other, where the control wag under one single 
head, one jurisdiction, that there would bo any interference 
from the construction atendpoint in the matter of handling 
emergencies on the dump, and connecting up switches, tail 
tracks, ate. for moving shovels and loading tracks? 

Ae-- I dontt think so. 

COMMISSIONER M. J. HANSY: That would ba the work of 
the Superintendent, would 4t not? A-- Yes, sir. 
MR. ACRES: You mean that the Superintendent would 

have to consult you before he did any of these things? 

A-- Oh, no, we would be notified so we could control the 
trains going over thotpart of the line. i 

Q-- Would you consider that the first requirement of a 
Superintendent in the matter of moving earth or rock effeative- 
ly and cheaply, /that he should be an expert railroad man? 

A-- Where the traffic ran into other places, I would say so. 

Q-- In other words, you consider you, as an expert railroad 
man, could move earth and rock to better advantage thin Mr. 
Angell or Mr. Scriven? I ask you whether you consider it a 
necessity that the man who is working to affatiently more 
earth and rceck should be an expert railroad man? A-- Yes,sir. 

Q-- In other words, you would consider yourself, as an | 
expert railroad men, competent to move earth and rook fetteauys. 
ly,and could do it cheaper than Mr. Angell or Mr. Scriven? 


A-- So fer as it concerns the movement of treins. 
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Q~- You consider that is the first necessity in the matter of 
economy and efficienoy; there is nothing else thet counts as 
oak in the operation of shovels, and has to do with the pro- 
gress of drilling, shooting, and the laying out of work for the 
shovels as the question of despatohing of trains, that is of th 
first importance? h-~io, I don't wish to convey that at a1 

Q-- That was the impression you gave me in answer to my 
questions. A-- I didn't intend to vonvey that impression 
at all. | 

Q-- So then you dontt think that train despatching is the 
first requirement of efficiency in the removal of earth and 
rock, and that it requires an expert railroad man? 

iine-> I do with referenoe to such traffic as there is on. that 
Line. 

Q-- In other words, an experienced conductor, or experienced 
brakeman, or axperienced despatcher, would have done a better 
job of work then the men we had in charge. You s&y that in 
face of yourthree years! experience in construction work, you 
thi nk that is the case? A-- Yes. 

MR. ACRAS: Mr. Chairman, would it be all “eas bain as 
offered some evidenoe on this matter? 

THR CH!IRMAM: Yes, I think go. 

MR. ACRES: I would like to ask Mr. Buvk to give 
his opinion: he hes been superintendent of reilroad work, and 
| meintenance, since the beginning of the work. | 

THE CHAIR TR: Has Mr. Buck been referred to in Mr. 
Herris't evidence at ail? 

MR. HARRIS: No, sir. 

MR. ACR3S: Mr. Buck is in charge of constructicn. 

THS CHAIRMAN: Lot Mr. Buck come in. 

MR. ACR&S: Perhaps it might be convenient if Mr. 
Buck would ask Mr. Harris a few questions. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Certainly. 
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THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Buek oan ask MY. Harris any 
questions, and Mr. Harris oan ask Mr. Buck any questions. 

MR. BUCK: Q-~ Mr. Harris, in regard to this 
evidence you have given before this Commission, were you 


*pproached in any way to give evidence to damage the Comnis- 


Sion in any way? A-- Well, I can't gay that I was direct- 
ly. 

Q-- Or indirectly? A\-- I might have been asked a question 
about it. 


@&-- Have you told any gentlemen that you were approached in 
this way, that certain men would Sive you a job if you gave 
certain papers or evidence? 
| THE CHAIRMAN: Answer his question, Mr. Harris. 

A-- I may heve made some remark, yes. 

MR. BUCK: Which gentleman did you refer to as 
giving you a job if you handed in certain papers? 

A-- I don't think there was anything definite said on thet 
line whatever. 

G@~-- I can bring witnesses to that atten tin the Commission 
cares to go into it. That is ell I have to ssk Mr. Harris. 

THE CHAIRMAR: You shouid answer Mr. Buckts question: 
if enyone promised you anything for you to come here and 
testify egainst the Commission, you should tell it. 

A-- I made no arrangement whatever, Mr. Chairvan, or never 
accepted anything. , 

Q-- Did you tell anybody you had been approached by someone 
and promised a job if you would come here and testify? 

MR. BUCK; By a member of the Ontario Goverment? 

A-- The matter was spoken of to me, yes. ; 

TES CHAIRMAN: You had better tell Mr. Buck what 
was seid, if anything? aA-- By a member of the Provincial 


Government. 
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Q+- What member was that? 

&-~- I don't think that is @ feir question. 

Q-- Certainly; you should answer that question. If Snyone 
told you that if you would come here and testify against the 
Commission you would get a job, you ought to tell? 

A-- There wes nothing seid definitely in that line. 

%-- Was there anything sand at all? 

A4-- Probably hinted at, tkat is about all I took out of it. 

Q-- You hed better tell Mr. Buck fully who it was, and what 


was said? A-~~ Mr. Greenlaw called on me, from St. Cathar- 
ines. 
(-- Who is Mr. Greenlaw? 4-- Member for thst courty. 
Q-- What did he tell you? A&-- He asked me considerable 


in regard to it. 

Q-- Do you say thet he made a promise to you? 

Bos Wo, he mede no promise. 

Q-- He made no promise? A-- No. 

Q-- What passe¢ between you? Did he speek to you and ask 
you to come here and testify, and sre eest if you did it would 
be to your advantage? h-- Prebably he suggested it, yes. 

Q-- Wheat were his suggestions? an-~ I dontt remember, at 
the present time. ay 

Q@-- If you don't remember you should not tell pdople about 
it. Try to remember. If you oame and told s lot of these 
people about it, you ought to be eble to remember it now. 

QR-- &4nything I was told about it was just a few casual 
remarks, that is sll. 

@-- What were the casual remarks? a-- I don't remember, 
4t+ was some time ago. 

MR: BUCK ah Did you take a trip and take it up 
with any other member of the Government, apart from Mr. Green. 
THE CH!IRMAR: When wes this interview with Mr. 


Greenlaw? fz-- Barly last summer. 
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COMMISSIONER M. J. HANSY: Mr. Greenlaw isn't a member 
of the Government. 


THE CHA TRMAN: Mr. Greenlaw ig a member of the 


Legislature. 
MR. BUCK: Did you teke it up with any other 
member of the Government? A-- I telked it over, yes. 


Q-- What member of the Government did you take it up with? 
aoe Me. Drury. 
WAS CHAIR AN: What about Mr. Drury? 
A-- I had a talk with him in regard to it. 
Q-- En regard to what you have told us to-diy? 
4,-- Ho, no, in regard to my position on the Hydro. 
cn What did he say to you about it? 

A-- In regard to giving evidence here. 

Q-- What passed between you? A-- I can't say at the 
present time. 

Q-- You ought to be able to tell, if you had an interview 
with the Premier I should think you would know what passed 
between you. \-- Ne mere than just the conversation of 
it, that is all. 

@-- You say you went to him. Did he ask you to go to see 
him? j.w~ Yes, gir. 

Q-- Had you written to him? £-- Wo, sir. 

Q-- Whet passed between you when you sow him? 

A-- Just merely co pversation in regard to the Chippawa work. 

Q-- What part of the Chippawa work did you telk about? 

“-- He asked mo certain questions in regard to the work over 
here. 

Q-- What did he.esk you? A-- I can't remember to-day. 

Q-- He asked you about the work orer here; whet did you 
tell him? A-- I told him in regerd to it, as far os I Knew. 


Q-- Do you recollect what you told hin? 
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4-~ It is some time BZ0. 

Q-- Try to recollect. I can recall things thet took place 
® good while ago. Don*t you resolleot what you seid to him 
about the work over here? A-- Not all the conversation, no. 

QA-- Do you recollect what he gaia to you? | 

Anw- He seemed to be anxious that I would sppeer before the 
Commisgion to give avidence. 

Q-- Is that from what you told him of whet you knew sbout 
the whrk over here? A-- Yas, in regard to that. | 

Q-- He said you should come defore the Commission to give 
avidence; did he gay anything else to you? 

a~~- I can't say that he did. 

Q~- You cuntt say that he dia? &~-- No. 

@-- You have no recollection of anything else being said 
at all. 

Anything more, Mr. Buck? 

MR. BUCK: Not from Mr. Harris. 
THE CHAIRMAN: Anything, Mr. Gaby? 
MR. GABY; No. 

THD CHALRMAN: i.nything Mr. Acres? 


MR. ACRYS: WO. 

THE CHAIRMAD ; Do you wish to say anything Mr. Pops? 
MR. POPE No, sir. 

MR. GABY: Except I would like Mr. heres to 


point out thet the operation of the ruilway is not the most 
important thing, and essential, in the handling of rock and 
earth on this job. 

COMMISSIONER M. J. HANEY: It is one of the elements 


thet enter into it. 
MR. GABY: Yes, it is one of the eléments, but only 


an auxil lery service, andas fer 6s Harris is concerned, 
we 
his work was only a small part of that auxiliary service. 


COMMISSIONER M. J. HANRY: It is not an auxiliary 
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service, but part of the whole service. 

MR, GABY: It is the euxiliary service for heandl- 
ing rook and sarith, and superintendents were in control of the 
auxiliary service, as well as the main service, the road was 
divided into sections. | 

MR. ACRES: I do not wish it to bs inferred by 
the Commission that we look upon the railway as a minor factor 
it is tery important and vital, but it was only one of the 
important features, and Mr. Harris's viewpoint was, I think 
I am fair in suying, a more or less restricted viewpoint from 
the standard of railway operation. 

COMMISSIONER M. JL HANEY: You can load all the rook 
you can, as fer as cutting is concerned, but unless you move 
it you aren't doing anything; the train service is part of 
the whole operation. | | 

MR. ACRES: Yos, pert of the whole, you ust keep 
ee tre TEL OSTONGE MANSY. I understend it wes Mr. Harrist 
duty to look after the cers when they came to ze certain poiny 
on the work, trains coming from the shovels, would be under 
his juriadiotion, and itwas his duty to facilitate the move- 
ment of those ata with the greatest possible expedition, 
particularly in thase days. 

MR. ACRES: The whole point cbout it is, thet 
Mr. Harris is placing his three yeers! experience us against 


ether men who have had an experience of 2 life time. 


THE CHALRMAN: Who were those men? 
MR. ACRES; Mr. Buck, and Mr. Scriven. 


THE CHAIRMAN: What wos Mr. Buck's position with 
regard to Mr. Harris? : 

MR. ACRES: Mr. Buok had cherge of the building 
of the construction railway, and its méintenince. 


COMMISSIONER HANEY: Mr. Buck had nothing to do with 
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the movement of trains? 


MR. ACRES: Ne, his job was to keep the path 
Blear. 

MR. HANEY: To keep the cars on the track? 

MR. ACRES: - Yes. &nd the whole point about it is: 


Mir. Harris, with three years! experience on construstion work, 
as against the lifetime experience of these other men; and it 
is a question as to how fer Mr. Harris should have jurisdic- 
tion, whether the responsibility a the chief despatcher 
should extend to the whole work oH eat eiccne to the particu- 
Larly congested part of the work, where train despatching was 
the principal element as sffecting the expediting of our 
speretions ag duholw. The big fastor in the operation of 
the "Y" was the despatching of the trains, and Harris had 
jurisdiction there; his job was to keep these trains moving, 
and if he couldn't keep the trains moving fast enough, with 
expedition, he wag answerable. 

COMMISSIONER HANEY: Between sertain points? 

MR. ACRES: Yes, 

THE CHAIRMAR : You have mentioned Mr. Buck as ons 
man who has had a long experisnce, who were the others? 

MR. ACRES: Mr. acer Mr. Scriven, and Mr. 
Tilton. 

THE CHAIRMAN: They have all had experience? 

MR. ACRHS: Yes, as despatchers, they didn't 
handke the key, but have had a lifetime's experience in 
handling earth and rock, and keeping the cars under tho 


shovel. The problem is not one of despatching, but keoping 


. ‘ e , 2 ‘sy 2 
the trains under the shovels. During the progress of the 


fora 
work we had men's meetings, I presided at those meetings. 
which were held weekly, when we would have as many as 200 


foremen, and we would discuss these problems, and we gave 
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very serious ochsideration to the question of dosh atahin ce) 
ond the extent to whioh it wag to be considered purely a 
despatohing problem. ‘The principal feotor on that job was 
"produotiont. In these discussions that took place with 
these foremen, Mr. Angell and Mr. Scriven par ticipated in 
the discussions, and Harris had an Opportunity to voice his 
Opinions, but I have no distinct recollection of Mr. Harris 
having submitted any very impressive proposals that carried 
much weight with me, or any of us. We were oonserned with the 
problem as a whole, and not strictly with the problem of | 
despatching trains. Mr. Harris ig quite sincere in his ideas, 
and I may say that he was in rather an unfortunate position, 
because I engaged him before the actual work he was to do was 
rea@lly in existence, simply because at that time he haa been 
let out from the work et the ship canel; and I knew he was a 
good man for this work, that he came highly recommended to 
the ship canal, and was a man I thought would be useful to uc. 
I had in mind the operation of a main track service, intend- 
ing to operate the railway substantielly slong the lines 
adopted cn the ship canal, but, as I mentioned before, our 
prearranged programme was distorted beyond all recognition, 
first by the fact we could get no satisfaction whatever fron 
the Grand Trunk regarding the crossing -~ we got no consider- 
ation from the Grand Trunk whatever until the eppointment of 
Mr. Howard Kelley as President. ‘fhe information I got was 
to the effect that the Grand Trunk considsred our application 
for a crossing was merely a camouflaged radial scheme, that 
we were using this construction work as a means to driving 
the first wedge in the radial scheme, and wo got no consider- 
ation whatever. The Grand Trunk held us up for stx months 
of vitel time. 

In the meantime, we had started construction work at 


the Whirlpool, but couldn't get over the Grend Trunk Bailway 
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tO commence work at the dump between the Grand Trunk ana 
‘Queenston, and our operations were penned up in a short 
distanée, and we were unable to eonplete the construction 
railway, we didntt re@lly complete the construction railway 
until 1920; in all its details. We were disappointed in not 
being able to follow the programme we hsé laid out with regard 
tO constructing sna operating our railway along the lines 
adopted at the ship Ganal, and had to abandon our plens for 
& Service railway, and Harris didn't get the job I gave him 
to understand he would have. 

COMMISSIONSR HANHY: What was the nature of the 
objection to your crossing the Grand Trunk, were you crossing 
underneath the Grand Trunk? 

MR. ACRES: It was an under-crossing of the Grand 
Trunk and Wabash. 

THS CHAIRMAN: &£nd the Grand Trunk showed no desire 
to permit it? 

MR. ACRES: No, they utterly ignored us. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I thought it was the C.P.R. who was 
your enemy. 

UR. ACRES; We are not involved with the C.P.R. 
in this perticular instance, 

THE CHAIRMAZ: How did you eventually get under the 
Grand Trunk track? 

MR. ACRES; Along the lines of the original 
proposal. 

AE CHAIRMAN; Was it by mutual arrangement, or by 
an order of the Dominion Railway Commission? 

MR. GABY: We finally got an order from the 
Railway Commission. 

MR. ACRES: We had no trouble whatever with the 

Michigan Central, they behaved splendidly. 
THE CHAIRMAN: Is that why you built them such a 
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fine bridge? 

MR. ACRES: We were in their hands. We did not 
bubhld a better bridge for then than we did for the Grand Truck, 
but built in a worse place, that is the main trouble there; 
building sa bridge on rock’ is a Bimpler proposition than build- 
ing on piles 80 feet from rock. 

“THR CHAIRMAN: You heard what Mr. Harris seid about 
instructions he gave to engineers, to facilitate the work 
being dons, and tha instructions were taken off the cars. 

MR. ACRES: Tat was hardly the cage, Mr. Chairman 
the question of instructions to the train crows was again 
involved in this question of facilitating production,and we 
discussed wet the rules should be, and had to change thse 
rules from time to time to see if we could get something that 
would harmonize with our necessities. ; 

COMMISSIONGR HANSY: Naturelly, printed rules and 
yegulations aaete como from the General Manager, would be 
Signed by the General Manager, or General Superintendent, not 
by the train master. 

MR. ACR&S: They are signed by the General 
Construction Superintendent. 

COMMISSIOWIR HAN SY : Were thoge rules and regula- 
tions signed by the train master? 

MR. ACR43S; No. 

THE CHAIRMAN; By whom were they signed, Mr. Harris? 

MR. HARRIS: By Mr. Angell. 

COMMISSIONER HANEY: And turned down by him? / 

Rhe- Theat wes instructions to the train cre. 

THE CHAT YMAN: Who signed thom? 

A-- I signed them. | 

COMMISSIGNSR HANEY: Your rules for the regulation 

of train movements, issued from headquarters, are generally 


signed by either the Superintendent of the Division,or by 
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the Genergl Manag er. 

MR. AGRES: These rules end regulations presented 
& big problem: there was a continual conflict in evolving 
these rules between what was applicable to @ Standard ratiway, 
and what was epplicahle to a purely construction Proposition, 
and we finally did evolve rules and instructions, about which 
i can give evidence later on. I thought it well to point 
that out. | 

Another thing I might say that made it rather hard 
for Mr. Harris on thig job was, that he had the unfortunate 
faculty of discussing matters ot the operation of the work 
eut there with various people more or less promiscuously, and 
these stores came back direct to me. I dontt know of anything 
that is more annoying or oxespsrating to men responsible 
for the construction work, under rather tenge conditions, than 
to realize that there is disloyalty emong his staff, 

COMMISSIONER HANGY: Why aia you retain him? 

MR. ACR&S: I falt under certein obligations, 

Mr. Haney, to keep him on end see if we couldntt have him 
handle the despatching. 

COMMISSIONER HAISy; Make him leyal? | 

MR. ACRES:. . Yes, if you Like peed may have been 
mistaken, but it was with the best intentions; I dontt think 
the job suffored by it at all. 

Mr. Harris has spoken of delays, and I think from what 
he has ssid ho has shown conslusively that Mr. Harrie was 
conversant with the conditions which would give rise to a 
train crew having to wait somewhere. 

COMMISSIONER HANEY: Are the train shoets in existonce 
to-day which recorded all the causes of delays? 

MR. ACRES; I think so. 

COMMISSIONER HANSY: &t both onds of the line, at 
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WR. ACRES: Yes. Mr. Buck 1s avatlable 1Z you 
want to ask him anything, he can give his experionce. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Buck, perhaps I did not follow 
you as closely as I might have done just now, but I think 
thet you made the suggestion thet Harris had made statements 
that @ cortain promise had been made to him if he would come 
here and testify against the Hydro Commission. 

MR. BUCK: - I think that that is right. I heard 
from three different sources, different chaps Harris had 
spoken to about it; it is absolutely hearsay, but I think 
it ig the privilege and right of a man to bring out the full 
facts of the case, and so cellaborate the evidence given by 
Harris.as to appearing house the Commission, 

COMMI SSTONER J. A. ROSS: Your statement was, that 
Harriswas to come here pnd testify against the Commission: 
what you now say is that Harris was to come here to testify 
before the Commission. There is e big difference. 

A-~ That is technical. 

Q-- Your fist statement to us was that Harris was to come 
here and testify ageinst tie Hydro Commission? 

A-- Yes, against the Hydro Commission. 

Qian is that what you, mean? A-- Absolutely, I didn't 
cherge him with that, I asked if he had done that. 

THE CHALRMAN: What wes Haerrist reply to that? 

A-- Harris acknowledged it. 

MR. HARRIS: I acknowledged. 

THE CHAIRMAN; You acknowledged that you had tola? 

‘A-e- Not thet I had bean offered & position. 

Q-- What did you sey? A-- It hed besn hinted at. 
-Q@-- What? A-- Nothing more was s@id, only exchanged 
a few rem@rks concerning it. 

Y--Tell us what was hinted at? Ae- Mr. Buck suggested -- 


Q-- Repeat in your own words, and tell what was said. 
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A-~ I was approsched to testify against tho Commission, 
and I had been of fered @ position. 

Q-~ Did you tell some people you had been approached, and 
asked to testify against the Hydro Commission, and told that 
if you would do go you would be given a position? — 


A-- It was not said in those werds. 


Q-- Tell what words you did say. A-- It was hinted ar. 
Q-- What had been hinted at? A-- Possibly something 


might come out of it. 


Q-- Come out of what? A-- Testifying egainst the 


Commission. 
Q-- What might come out of it? &--There might be a 


position of some kind. 


Q-- Bow whom? Aa- For myself. 
Q-- Who promised you that? A-- No one promised me 
anything. 


Q-- Who hinted to you that if you would come here and 
testify against the Commission that you mien get an office. 

§-- I can't sey it was hinted at. 

Q-- You can't say it vas hinted at? A-- That is the way 


PO eGotrved G4 


MOMMISSIONER J. A. ROSS: It was your desire, or 
hope? -A-- Put it that way, yes. 
COMMISSIONER HAWEY: What pesition were you te get? 


A-- Nothing said about a position in péerticular. 

Q-- Where did you think you vould fit in? 

“A-- I understood it was more or less of & problem myself. 
Q-- That was very indefinite, evidently. 

THE CHAIRMAN: What was said that you took as a hint 
to you that if you would como here and testify against the 
Hydro Commission you would get an office for doing so? 

Whet was said? I think when you make & statement like 


that you should tell very fully what was seid and who seid 
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aba hs ig 
it to you? A-- It was not any more than a general 
conversation regarding the work on the Ship Canal: I con- 
Strued from the remarks made that it wag desirable I should 
come over here and testify against the Hydro Commission. 
~Q-- There is nothing wrong about that, Whet more was 
Said? A-- I can't give you the exact words; I took 
the meaning that probably there might be & position come of it 

Q-- Whe would give you the position? ~ gdw- That was not 
stated, nothing was said in regard to that as to who would 
give it to me. 

HON. MR. CARMICHASL: With whom was the conversa- 
tion? A&-- With Mr. Greenlaw. | 

THE CHAIRMAN: Did you heve a conversation with any- 
one else about it? A-- With Mr. Drury. 

Q-- What took place botween you and Mr. Drury? 

A--~ Practieally the same as with Mr. Greenlaw. 

Q-- Just tell us what you said to Mr. Drury, and what Mr. 
Drury said to you. A-- I told Mr. Drury that I didnft 
care to do anything that would injure Mr. Acres, in any manner 
Shape or form,- that I thought a great deal of him. 

Q-~- Did Mr. Drury ask you to come over here und testify tec 
semething that would injure Mr. Acres: did Mr. Drury ask 
you to come over here and testify egainst the Hydro Commission? 

A-- He didn't esk me to testify egainst them. 

Q-- Did he say, if you had anything to say you should say 
it to us? Ae- Yes. OA 

Q-- Did it go any further than thet? 

HON. MR. CARMICHASL: I would like to know if there 
weg any offer of a position from that quarter. 
THE CHAIRMAR: Yos. You heard what Mr. Cramichael 
Said, tell us. A-- Which guerter? 
HON. MR. CARMICHAEL: Mr. Drury; you h&ve been 


talking about a hint given in casual conversation you had 
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with Mr. Drury, 

A-- I said that I oonstrued it might be something of that 
Sort, from the conversation, nothing directly. 

Q-- That was a conversation with Mr. Drury? Arn- Yes. 

THE CHAIRMAN: You should tell us whet Mr. Drury said 
from which you could construe anything of that kind. Did 
he say directly thet if you would come over here and testify 
you would get an office? Aew-~ No. 

Q-- Did he say anything from which you could drew etn 
conclusion? | A-- I might have been mistaken in his 
intention. ) 

Q-- Tell us what he seid. ©. A-- { can't tell you what 
he said, I dontt remember what he said. 

Q-- I th nk you should be very careful, when you méke & 
stétement like that, to say exactly what was said to you, so 
there cannot be any misunderstanding about it. Did you 
say to anyone that Mr. Drury said something to you, or what 
did he say from which you could infer that if you would come 
over here and testify against the Hydro Commission you would 
get an offor of & position from him? 


Q-- He said if I knew anything thet would be of assistance 


to the Commission at 311 he considered it would be my duty 


as @ citizen of the Province of Ontario to appear before the 


Commission. 


Q-~ If you knew anything, it was your duty; as a citizen 


of the Province of Ontario, to state it to the Commission? 


&-- Yes, 

Q-- How could you construe from that that you were to have 
any office? A-NI don't know how I got the impression. 

Q-- Did you think because you were doing your atte as 2, 


citizen of the Province of Ontario that you were going to gat 


an office for it? 
COMMISSIONER R. A. ROSS: \ reward of virtue. 
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TH CHAIRMAN: Did Mr. Drury promise you eny 
‘offiee if you would come? A-- Wo, sir. 

Q-- Did he say anything to you particularly from which you 
could construe such an offer? A-- I believe I montion-— 
.ed that if I testified againgt the Hydre Commission here, or 
Beve any information detrimental to their interests, it wold 
only revert ee a myself, and he remarked, not to worry 3 
about that. 

Q-- If you were to come here and do your duty as a citizen; 
you should not worry? 4-- I think I get the impression 
in that way. 

Q-- Wes anything more than that said? &-- No. 

Q-- You told him if you came over here and testified against 
the Hydro Commission you would have no chance of getting any- 
thing from them, and he ssid you should not worry about that? 

A-- Yes. 

Q-- Was there anything more? Aew- Bo. 

- Q¢&G That is whet made you construe it was an offer of an 
office? Ae- Yes. 

ae You Ssre sure there was nothing more then that? 

A-- Yes. 

-- You are positive? An- Yes. 

Q-- Theat is not & very good founde tion to build @ hope of an 
office on. 

? Mr. Pope, do you wish to ask any questions? 

Q-- Did you make en application to the Hydro for a jceb? 

A-- Two months luter, I think, I sent in én application and 
aSked if there wes e@ny positios open. 


Q-- Did you receive & reply? A-- I received a reply 


~ 


_. thst there were none open. 


Q-- Wés there a prospect of getting & position later on? 
Ae- I dontt know I am sure. 


Q-- Wag anything ssid about that? Aw- They weuld place 
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my name on fyle. 
 Q-- That is encouraging -- you had just as muon hope from 
them. 

- COMMISSIONSR HANSY: Whet position did you apply 
for, Mr. Harris? A-- Something iH the railway line, 
that was available. 

Q-- They are not operating «6 railway to any extent now, 
are they? Wes it on the radials you expected to get a job? 


(No answer). 


MR.POPH Mr. Harris, are you an Amorican or 

Canadien citizen? A-- Canadien, 

Q-- Where is your home? &-~ St. Catharines. 

Q-- Do your people reside there? A-- No. 

Q-- Where are your parents? Aq- Stratford. 

Q-- Where were you born? A-- Stratford. 

Q-- Were you on the Grand Trunk at one time? Ai-~ Yes. 

Q-- When? A-- Previous to 1914. 

Q-- In what capacity? | A-- Assistant Agent, 


telegraph operetor, and train despatcher. 


Q-- At Stratford? 4--~ 4t various places on the line. 
f\-- Under what Superintendent? - \e- Under different 
superintendents. 


-- You were with the Grand Trunk from what period to 
what period? You Say you were agent? A--~ Assistant ageni 

a-~- Where, at Stratford? -- Drumbo. | 

YG- You became &n operator? 4K-- Yes, and from there to 
Goderich, and then to Stratford. 

A-~- What length of time were you with them? 

A-- About six years. 

N-- You left them when? A-- In 1914. 

Q-- Of your own aacord? fi-- Yes. 

THS CHAIRMAN: When wes it you made this application 


for a position to the Hydro? A-- I dontt just remember 
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the date, I think somewhere last September. 


Q-- I suppose it is still on fyle? A-- Naturally. 
MR. POPE: When did you see the Premier, previous 
to that? A-- Yes, @ couple of months before. 


THE CHAIRMAN: His Bopes were evidently centored on 
the Hydro. : 
| Q-- You said it was two months before you had seen the 
Premier, how long before that head you seen Mr. Greenla? 
You spoke of having had an interview with Mr. Greenlaw. 
A-- Sometime before June. 
Q-- What month would it be in? A-- The first part of dur 
THE CHAIRMAN; Do you went to esk enything, Mr. Buck? 
MR. BUCK: Unless you wish to take hearsay evider 
of the ohaps to whom he told his story. 
THE CHATRMAN;: Just as you like. 
MR. BUCK: It doesn't matter to me at all; the 
facts are well enough established, for what they 8re worth. 
THE CHAIRMAN: I think if there ts anyone here to 
whom Mr. Harris has mede any statement, they had better ceme 
‘right here and tell what they know about it. 


ee me ee em oe oe me BF oe oe 


ARTHUR BRADLEY . 
THE CHAIRMA: Mr. Bradley, you have been here all 
this morning? Ae- Yes, sir. 
a Q-- And you have heard what has passed? A-- Yes. 
Q-~ Whet aid you tell Mr. Buck about Mr. Harris, and whet dic 
Harris telB you? 4-- Why, the conversetion between 
Mr. Harris and I wags on a trip to Toronto about last Spring, 
and Mr. Harris told me then about his intentions in connsc- _ 
tion with going over to Toronto and seeing Mr. Druk 
Q-- But Mr. Herris hes said just now that his intesvier 
with Mr. Drury was two months before September, it would be 


in July. A-- It was sometime in the ourly part of 
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the Summer, I am not quite sure of the date. He just simply. 
Said he was going over to soe Mr. Drury. | 

Q-- He was going over? A-~ Yes, and I reported the 
conversation to Mr. Buck. 

Q-- Did ere Harris after he had been over to see lir. 
Drury? Ae~ Yes, I did, I was with him when he came back 
Q-- What did he tell you then, did he Say anything to you? 
A-- He said he had seen Mr. Drury and there was a possibil- 

ity opened up to him of a position. 

Q-- Goon. . A-- That ios sufficient. 

Q~- Did he say that he had been told by Mr. Drury, that if 
he would come before us and testify against the Hydro 
Commission, he would get & position? A-- I dontt think th< 
was anything like that mentioned. 

THS CHLIRMAN: Are there eny questions you would like 
to ask, Mr. Pope? 
MR. POPE: Q-- What did Harris say to you? 

A-- I just reported it. 

Q-- What did Mr. Harris say to you on the way over? 

A-~ He said he was on the way over to see Mr. Drury. 

Q.- For what purpose? ree. In connection with the 
possibility I reported. 

Q-- You might tell the Commission what is your recollection? 

A-- It is just what I told the Chairman, I don't intend to 


get tangled up at all. 


Q-- Tell what took place. A-- I did, sir, that was ell. 
Q-- I refer to your first interview on your way over to 
Toronto. A-- I wes not the only one that Mr. Harris 


told, there were several others; it is common knowledge, 

end I ae Simply protecting my employers from any misinfor- 
mation in connection with the operation of the railway, there- 
fore I explained to Mr. Buck in connection with the conversa- 


tion I had with Mr. Harris, thinking it might have some bearin 
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on Mr. Harris! information here to-day. 

MR. BUCK: I might say, for the protection of the 
onan giving evidence, that I talked with certain men I 
fhought would know about this. We have to protect ourseives 
and our employers, we have been working fey ener for the last 
six or seven years, end still working for them. | 


THR CHAIRMAN: Mr. Bradley, are you working for the 


Hydro? 

MR. BRADLEY: Yes, sir. 

THE CHAIRMAS: You told us all that passed between 
you and Mr. Harris? ~ A-- Yes. 


THY CHAIRMAN: Do you wish to ask Mr. Bradley any 
questions, Mr. Buck? 
MR. BUCK: No, sir. 
MR. BUCK: I wish to call George Lowry. 
GEORGE LORY: 
THS CHAIRMAN: Are you employed on the Hy dro? 

Q-- I have been, I am not at present. 

Q-- You have been here during the hearing of this evidence 
this morning? A-- Yes, gir. 

Q4-- Did you have any a4scussion with Mr. Harris about these 
matters? A-- Mothing more than that we told me at ono time 
that he had been or was going te Toronto to sec Mr. Drury. 
That is practically all. 

Q-- Jhat was it he told you then? fo 

h-- I do not think I can tell you, sir, just when it was, 
but it was sometime around the Ist of August, I think. 

@-- He told you he was going to Toronto? 

ha- IT am not certain whether he told me By was going, or 
had been. 

Q-- What was his purpose in going to soa Mr. Drury? 


h-- Well, in connection with the evidence in connection 
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with the Gregory Commission. 

Q-- Didn't he zo more into deteil than that, and tell you 
what kind of svidence? 4,-- Nothing more than just evidence 
in connection with his own work. 

Q-- And he was going to see Mr. Drury? 

h-- As I understood it,yes. 

Q-- And tell Mr. Drury about his experience and his work 
on the Hydro? A-- I dontt know what he was geing to tell 
him. 

Q-~ He didntt tell you what he was going to tell? A0- Ho. 

Q-- Did he tell you that in return for giving evidence he 
was to be given an office? i-- Not that he was to be 
given an office, that he hoped or expected ~- he didn't day 
he was to be given an office at all. | 

Q-- You dontt know whether it was before or after he had 
seen the Premier? A-- I am not certain, I wouldn't be 
certain enough to sey. 

Q-- Wag there anything else that passed between you? A--No. 

THE CHAIRMAN: is there anything, Mr. Pope, you wish 
to ask? 

MR. POPE: No, sir. 

THE CHALHVMAR: Any questions, Mr. Buck? 


MR. BUCK: No, sir. 
HERBERT McINTOSH. 


THES CH IRMA: What is your position, are you on the 
Hyéro? i-n Ho. 
Q-- Were you on the Hydro? me I was. 
Q@-- You have hegrd what has been said about Mr. Harris, 
and we have been told that he made a atatenent to you about it‘ 
fi-- Yes, sir. 
Q-- What did he say to you? N-- I met Mr. Harris at 15 


Beach, Port Dalhousie, last summer. 
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Q-- When? A-- On Civio Holiday, last summer. 
Q-- That would be the first Monday in August? A-- Yes. 
Q-- What passed between you? A-- In conversation with 
Mr. Harris he told me he had been over to see Mr. Drury, and 
had shown him his reports, and he had the promise of a job. 
Q-- Reports of what? wee I dontt know what reports, 
Q-- 4nd he offered a position to him? A-- Yes, where, 
he didn't say. 

)-- What position wes this he was to get? 

f4ie- He didn't tell me what position he was to get. 

Q-- Was he to get it right sway? A-- He didntt say. 

Q-- Was there anything more said about it? A--~ No, 
nothing more. 

Q-- He said nothing more than what you have told us? 

fi-- I just asked Mr. Harris what he wes doing, and if he 
héd eny prospects, and that is what he told me. 

Q-- He told you he had the prospect of a job? A-- Yes. 

Q-- What the job was, and when he was to get it, he didntt 
say? . A-- No. | 

_ THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Harris, have you anything to say 

about that? 

WR. BARRIS: _._I might ask Mr. Molntosh if I seta 


y any thing about having showed reports? 


MR. McINTOSH: You said you had taken your reports 
ae to Mr. Drury. 
- WR.. HARRIS: % think you are mistaken. 
A-7 Wo, am not. 
i COMMISSIONGR HANDY; Had you any written reports? 
MR. H?-RRIS: Wo. 


Ql-- You reported this conversation to Mr. Buck, did you, 


wr. MeIntosh? 


WR. McINTOSH: I reported it to Mr. Dockstader. 
THR CHAIRMAN: Who ig Mr. Dockstader? 


: weet ie seaugeh at 2 cn int Oana. Lyon 
“ht be aaldsatemoo, ad, ak HOY cvended bere a 
mail if een of ws a tp th 


eek? Soe 


‘bas % 
en 


| - $t03 at bcula ont alse aw aot}teea 1 teatn ae 

, 263 ani aaw od aotstuag toate em bled ‘babe elt. nok 
Sal STM Lb on mah grave origi tt te3 ot on ao er 
(gat ok) Meh rede abae exon antag ated? paw =D 

es | | | an, “erent, ptdion 
fen Alot ovat woe "pesetua sigstt pee en Bias ou a9 
ane? Ba gai sadw atwiel «MHL boxes tant x anne 

oe cai ean gantw ak ‘tedt one ed peqnota: a bad 

dot s to teeqnorg ‘edt bad od Hoy blot ol nt Bo! 


ot toy of paw em, codw Boe vaaw dot edt tad wae a 


et 41 ‘one 


© Bey igi ft 


S1Ohra eat - 


i aA ke Seale Se Aaa a 
Cl ot qa tstyne yoy eved ,ebvien ht ae AMID RP ve 

TORR cic aa aa Ptott Puede ie 
bras X te steodn Lok ti Meo tigio fT (1 BIA « Mt as RE) 


gautroqet beworle adlvod fyods- ot gan \ 
ee che eae o HM 


atrodex. wey aedat bed gov phow soy 


ey 


" e i Wie 


ey 


<YIsTd «tM of aete 


phexadolm ers voy Midd 2 op OIRRAR AM wt 
| ton’ met , ol hae ae ok 
Setroqey modd fam Yea 0% ‘boll -YOUEN iy MOLLER T MMOD 4 7, ri 
; he Baek vol) ABTARIG. AO: 
. 


~poy bib ,aowd. on ot nottauteyno wist bedroqes "poy ol oe a 
| | ¢daotaloy it 


-yohetatood .xM ot ¢f bettoget I” ' {MEOTETCM arom ’ 


p ’ a ; har P iy - any : 
7 Trabetatood .M et od Muar sao wat ee 
ahs ear pie. 

; 4 CEO a eS an 

y ‘ ie A ’ , 


> 2796- 
A\-~ He was my foreman on the Canal. 
MR. BUCK; Mr. Dockstader is in cherge cof 
e@lectrio locomotive repairs on the job, andl have gpoken ree 


Mr. Deokstader about it. 


THE CHAIRMAN: It was Mr. Dockstader whe spoke to 


you? 

MR. BUCK: Yes. 

THE CHAIRMAN: You arranged for Mr. McIntosh to be 
here? 

MR. BUCK; Yes. 

COMMISSIONER H'NEY: tir. MoIntosh, were you in the 
employ of the Hydro in August? A-- No, I was not. 

THE SHATRMAN: Is there anything moro, Mr. Pope? 

MR. POPE: No. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Buck, do you want to ask any 
questions? } 


MR. BUCK: Wo, sir. 
THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. MoIntosh, you made somo statemsnt 
T aid not understand about a man named Hoorigan. 

Ke- In regard to my statement about Mr. Hoorigsn; I was 
working under Mr. Hoorigan, and it was es personal dislike I 
had for that gentleman. 

Q-- What is it you seid about Mr. Hoorigan? 

ha»j I dontt just romomber -- if you have it there. 

Q-- You said something about him being very cxtravagant? 

Washo, sin, Loran) ts 

Q-- I am informed you did say that; you say vou didn't 
sey that? fies Wo. 

Q-- Can you say whether or not he was extravagant? 

“= Twas not ina position to judge Mr. Hoorigan. 

Q-- What have you said about Mr. Hoorigen? . 

AL. That I didn't like him, in regard to my work; IT was 


working for him at the time, and I will say he was not a man 
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to work for, 
Q-- Whet was wrong with hin? A-- He thought ten 


hours @ day was not enough for a man, that is all I can say 
about him. | 


Q-- Is that ell? 4-- That is all. 
Q-- You thought ten hours a day was enough? &-- I did. 
MR. . ACRES: Mr. Hoorigean hed charge of the con- 


struction -- | | 

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. MeIntesh, you know nothing 
ageinst Mr. Hoorigan except he wants you to work more than 
ten hours? A-W- That is all, sir. 

THE CHRIRMAN: Anything more, Mr. Buck, @ny others 
here? | | 

MR. BUCK: No others. 

THES CHAIRMAN: Nothing more, Mr. Harris. 

MR. &CRES: Mr. Gregory, would you care to héve 
somo evidence from ne Buck personally? 

THB CHAIRWAH: Certainly. 

MR. ACRES: Would you care to hear from Mr. 
Dockstador, and the men interested? | 

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Buck, what have you to say about 
your railway? 

MR. BUCK: I have been following construction 
work for twenty-five yoars, and I never saw 8 railroad that 
wag constructed or better handled, in my lifo. 

THS CHATRMAN: Did you think Harris was & vary 
capable man? f-- He was in his own department, as a 
despatchar; but he handled @ very minor pert of the rail- 
road; the shovel tracks, and tracks above the N. §. & T. 
Reilway were handled by the construction department, with 
a superintendent, and walking besses, and the trecks at the 


main dump. I heve no reason to believe Mr. Harris as not 
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capable as & train despatoher. 

Q-- You heard what he said about the line not being cperated 
to its full oapacity on account of 1t not being properly run, 
he said it was not run 100% efficient owing to his not having 
a freer hand. © A-- I think it wes 100%, 4n my opinion. 
There are lots of difficulties in connection with the work, 
with washouts, and so on, i oa nnot pick any holes in the 
work. 

Q-- Is there anything further you can sey bearing direstly 
on this subject? A-- Not unless you ask me. 

is No question gocurs to me just now; you would know 
better then I; if there are any matters bearing directly on 
this subject I wish you would speek of then, 

MR. ACRES: Mr. B uck might give some information 
ag to the buaring of the despatcher's duties on the shovel 
tracks, loading and dumping tracks, in order to sucomodate 
the work planned for the next day, and of the particular 
method of oporating these things to get the cars to and fron 
the shovel. 

MR. BUCK: Of course, the daspatcher has nothiug 
to do with those duties whatever, they must necosserily be 
under the General Superintendent. There are &@ great many 
slides from time to time, « greet many shovel movements, and 
of course the effort is to get the maximum officiency. 
$lides go out over night and it necassitates @ lot of rush 
work. The main object was to get the maximum efficiency, 
and keep the trains under the shovels, and that meant the 
track had to be kept up on the main line shovel tracks. I 
think everything was done that could be done to maintein that 
service. hs far ss trein despatching, in regard to con- 
struction work, is concerned, in the "Y" - I suppose you 
gentlemen are familiar with it - there wore trains coming 


from Queenston in one direction and Montrode in another dir- 
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eotion, and going to and coming from the dump, and disposal, 
gad the only way those trains could be operated was by the | 
train despatcher - which was done. But when you get Dae 
the shovel Operations, the train despatcher can't benefit the 
work in any way whatever, it has to be done by the men actuall; 
in the field. The way it was done, the digging operations 
were under the jurisdiction of Mr. Soriven, he had two or thre 
assistants under him, and at each shovel thore wes a eyeonen 
St the top of the inclines, and cyoss-overs - there are fee 
mein tracks on each incline - there was a tebeghape operator. 
The operator telephoned informetion as to the progress they 
were making at the shovel. I might say, first cf all, there 
4s one main construction operator up on the heavy ond , at the 
head of the track, and the shovel operators would keep the 
main despatcher acquainted with the progress, and would tell 
him how soon the train would be finished loading, and so on. 
The despatcher would telephone to the despatcher at the cross- 
over, and at the incline, so thare would be no delay to tha 
trains, and to oneble them to keep trains under every shovel, 
and keep @n even distribution under all shovels. On a work 
of that kind I do not geo personally how it could be benefited 
by having a @hief despetcher such @6 you have in the operation 
of a railroad being operated in tho regular way. | 
COMMISSIONER HN BY ; Harris only had charge of 

the trains after they arrived at the incline? 

Q-~- No, on the section botween the N. Ss. & T. Railway and 
Queenston and the "Y". 

COMMISSIONSR HilBY: The points were defined? 

Au- Yes. And there wes the Montrose‘dump, énd in wy Fes 
when we got the most yardage out, a much Pee ee ere teee 
of material was dumped on the Montrose dump, which meant there 


were very few trains going around the "Y", comparatively 


speaking. 


id 
sf 


Na *} Wa 
re i at iis Ae 
Deavquks oa | 


I; 
rae 


ms | 
edt ee eam heraxoas oe 
rs tay oy aes td 


Ab He 


ast ‘fttensd Haeo sofotarnes nee de : 


y 


Tiare 4 toss Eye wd ond od — 
\ aero td 2078 grt gg tb oat | 


Mane “0h ow bar oa aioirh wo 1 a Me sodtatbennet oe 


ih 
0; 
h 
q 


“opmora g aw. ores? foie Hone. ae ope 


tet 
Notes is 


‘mnt ote oro * -dreve-aaoen ba saoutlsaes ost 2 39.407 « 


Cire ea » enaitnaed hed ew ated we! oa iont foo Oy 


ha ae abet an toeot esos Cs ‘pho! atew eat ae 
\cnebes wat decane aanab att od antorige Stat Jbksiorw norton call 
Oaks Barn ae Ss & on ed SHOR 0 teat og yom klgat ost te bam 3 


i , “ Yow ea ninth , : wed i Lac 
| fe ode gtore YoObG 7 201 ret ase Oo. ment ofgan0 ot boa 
ry Re gad. a; Late vote leas Yip we aotdndtat ath: yore oe sets 
{ . wie eo 


? A, 


boy tton og ed te "00 4h. weit elLavawiog ove toa ‘ob, ih bn tot fade xe 
dostarege. edd | nt aver way, & iis $98. addy s2qgaeb etd a potvs 


ci laakiecy ae wakargert ont ad: betezano gnted. bagutten s 


Ro satado bad ying |b Mah Ay Lat ae! ROTLETINOD 
Sent toas path a a heirbate reste aw 4% 8 a teat om 
(kes qowrtet oY a 68 WM i ott: ‘Noowted roltuos vodt, no or “48 a 


raat, ‘ ee amid 


| 


enh gt) Ae a a er ant bas agtensosp 
pia ee nikeb exow ain tog ont! “ieee: menoreeTNOD | 

‘Cty ae i SOP al Lhe eee A . 1 ye y 

iy bx WK HU TE Pe LP j 

oa ASSL me bas «danas enoxtnn t ent saw eco st: bra, 


Rad geoted “6 axe soar B (ot6 “age sitio ot 90%, ont 163 © rs 


cit dobstn rae omontnons Batt ne pont, ‘ 
nie wfevtt: 2rhestOn. Aid ‘edt’ ieinoke gngep, on font) 


Pre arenes © . ee. i, a we Na i Ve a ) 
“ Pata | 4 ues eee 


-2800- 


MR. GABY:; The Montrose trains were not under 
Mr. Harris' jurisdiction? ,e- No, sir. 
MR. ACRES: Mr. Buck, will you explain to tho 


Commissioners what has to he done in case of the breakdown 
of a shovel, or collapse of a dump car through loading rock, 
on thet shuttle line above Lundy's Lane, how the operation 
under Mr. Harris! system of central control from five milos 
away would compare with the construction system control 
with an operator right at the point of the trouble, in the 
matter of restoring treffic. That is a question of facing 
& problem of an accident happening instantaneously. 

A-- By the method Mr. Harris outlined, it would simply meoan 
that your trains would be on the main lina, and the traffic 
would be aff for a considerable time. With this other 
Be ven it is simply 6 case of the operator handling the 
diversion of trains down other inclines so as to reach the 
shovels. and I might say that the place Mr. Acragspeaks of 
wes @ deep rock cutting, and that was our great worry; no 
matter how closely they watched the shooting that track was 
blown out e number of times and the traffic had to bs divertes 
a number of different ways to keep the maximum number of 
shovels at work. That track was on a ledge «bout 14 feet wids 

MR. ACRES: - WHAT I want to point out is; con- 
tingenoies like that happen continuously, and it becomos 
necessery to divert the treffio on & notwork of lines ona 
moment's notice, you simply huve to reverse the whole system, 
and maintain that system for some minutes, or half a day. 

That condition ig oaused by untoward circumstéences, giving 
rise to 9 change in the operation, and it has to be done 

under the eye of the men who are controlling it, it camnot be 
done under ebsentee control. If it were possible to do it 
under absentee control it would have entailed the installation 


of a traffic man, esutomatic machinory, automatio signel 
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apparatus, and would be as much a detriment to the operation 
of the road, through getting out of repair itself, as Mr. 
Harris claims in regard to our system of operation, contending 
that it was inferior to the autometic systom. 

In connection with the operation of main line standard 
railways, for instance, the despatcher in Toronto cannot 
reverse the direction of the treffic of trains in Montreal 
On & mimutes notice. And that is what we had to oontim- 
cusly do. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Harris, whet have you to say with 
regard to that proposition? 

MR. HARRIS; - I might say, the situation Mr. ores 
speaks of ccours quite often on the section of traok whero 
we have the intorlocking plant and despatching system, and wo 
have done just as he spoke of. Mr. ficres seemed to have the 
impression that my statement referred to the construction part 
of the work, as well as the railway; that is not whet I 
meant at all; my statement referred to the railway work alone, 

MR. BUCK: I teyelbeon operating reilroads in 
sonnection with construction work all my life, but Mr. angell, 
our General Superintendent, never failed to impress me that 
we were not railroading here, we were digging, and he said 
that the railrozd hed to keep up with the shovels; and tha. 
ig the practice thet hes been maintained throughout the job. 
And 4t was quite plain to me that such was the case, I 
appreciated thet. 

MR. ACRES: Mr. Harris has simply reinforced my. 
point; where it wes possiblo to insta}] thatt systom, to get 
the trains runocing back on the automatic systom, wa did it, 
but in connection with the outlying operations on the job 
thet automatio system was unfavourable because the oprtations 
had to be under the control of the mon operating the shovel. 


THE CHAIRMAN; We have covered the ground pretty 
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fully; is there anything more? 

MR. ACRES: I can reinforce that evidence ad — 
infinitum, if you wish to take the timo. | 

THE CHAIRMAN: I think we have had enough. 

I might say as to what Mr. Harris has just said, that 
he called on me lest night at the Inn where I om staying ee 
I head never met him beYore ~-- and told me thet he had to 
appesr here this morning, and he said he had made an 
application for 8 position on the Canadian National Reilweys, 
or some railroad, where he tried for a job, ané he thought 
if he had to testify here it might injure his chances of 
getting a position. I told him to go ahead, to come here 


and give his evidence in answer to his subpoena, 


THE CHAIRMAN: Ig Mr, John McBride here? 


JZEN McBRIDE, 
THE CHAIRMAN: Do you live in Niagara Falls? 

Hae Yes, oir. | 

Q-- You are an alderman of the city? A-- Yes,sir. 

Q-- What is your business, Mr. McBride? 

4K-» Insurance agent. 

Q-- Were you employed on the Canol at all? A-- Yes,sir, 
from about July 1920, until September 1921, and then for 4 
short time afterwards, from avout the ist of October 1921, to 
the end of December. 

Q-- Whet did you do there? A--(fn. ther tits. pened a 
wes onployed on one of tho large construction units, Nv.8 
shovel, in the humble capacity of an oiler on the shovel; and 
4n the latter poriod I was foremén in chargo of a geng at the 
power house at Queenston, from October until December. 

Q-- You have hesrd here the evidence given as to the 


inefficienoy of labour on the Canal during the course of von- 
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Q-- What have you to say ata that? \-- In my Opinion 
it is not go much the inefficiancy of labour, if I were asked 
as to what was the cause of the extra cost of the Canal,I wopld 
Say it was absolute disregard of the value of property, or | 
m@étcrial on the pert of certain men employed on the Canal --. 
particularly the foreign element. So far as the efficiancy 
of the skilled workmen on the Cane@l goos, I think | 
there wes a high stendard of efficiency, perticularly on the . 
unit on which I wes employed, We took out 130,000 yurds of 
eerth & month, and loaded it in cars 60 fest above the shovel. 
I think it was one of the highest producing units on the job. 
Whet I heave said ehout the efficiency wes genersl smongst 
the mechenics on the job. 

Q-- You @ccuse some lebourers of waste? A-- I think 
of an instence when Hydro started, it was rather an Incvation 
in construction work, in order to kesp the work going there 
in ell kinds of weather they supplied the employees with 
Pht or clothing, boots, hats «nd suits. The intention was, 
I presume, it was to be worn in inclement weather. In | 
order thet a men could get @ pair of trousers, cost, hat 
and osir of boots, he hed to present & requisition from his 
foreman. It has come under my personel cbhservetion that a 
great meny men diantt use these clothes for the purpose for 
which they were intendod, but rather for doing dirty JoDs: 
end a men would go in with = requisition for a new suit of olk 
clothing, use it only one doy, turn it in thet night, end 
requisition another suit the next day. 

Q%-- Would he keep tho accond suit? Rem Be. He would 
go with e requisition in the morning end get « suit of fo) hie 
clothing, end would take it in at night, sign the requisition 
paper, and he was immediately clear; that same man might cone 
back the next day and get another suit. That wes done in 


@ groat many cases. Theat is one perticular instance that 
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Game under my observation. 
Q-- Suppose they were handed in at night, would they be 
handed out again to someone else? A-- In some cases 
they weren't fit to give to anybody else, particularly when 
the man was working on @ greasy and dirty job, then another 
man couldutt wear the suit -- it was impossible to wear it. 
Q-- In & good many cages perhaps it could be handed out 
acelin? A-- It might be in some instances, but from what 
come under my observation, a lot were not. 
X-- What was done with it? \-- I can't say. Mxoept 
hey might be laundried. 
MR. ACKHS: Mey I interject a remark? Wheat 
Mr. MoBrids Says about the shovels is quite correct; the 
shovel operations was one of the shining exceptions of in- 
efficiency on the Queenston work; the shovel crews did very 
wonderful work, and I have no hesitation in certifying to 
that fact. It is what Peoge ia Job. T have no 
criticism to make. 
THE CHAIRMAN: Perheps we had better wait until Mr. 
McBride gets through. 
MR. ACRES: In regard to the rubber boots, we will 
have something to say ebout it later. 
THE CHAIRMAN: ‘het were the other instances of 
extravagance, or waste, emongst these people? 
\--- They didn't seem to have any conception of whet propes- 
ty values weres I might mention, for instance, during 
the period of high prices, during the war, when material was 
railway ties. 
costing so much, a great meny - were taken, and 
| they averaged about one dollar apiece. 12 particularly bad 
weather, like this weather, they would get nold of ties and 
cut them up, and put them jn the stove. 2 remember speaking 


about it on severel occasions, but they @lways told me, 


" Adem Beuk has lots of money," or “ The Govermnent is WLC 
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‘That is just to show the way they did act extravagantly. 
There m8y have been numerous other instances. 

Q-- What Sbout lumber? A-- I never hed any experience 
about lumber. I was working on No. 8 unit, and can only 
speak of what came under my observation in the immediate 
vicinity of that unit. 


Q-- Have you known of any other instances in which material 
hes been used? \-- Bot that IT can speak of with any 
degree of certainty that it A correct. 

G-- What was the cuase of the strixe in 1920? 

{-~- I will have to go back into the history of the whole 
thing. I was a delegate to Toronto in 1919, with various 
other delegates from NWiegara Falls, and wo talked over the 
question of weges and conditions -- umongst other things, the 
8 hour day. We hed a conference with tho officials of the 
ydro, Messrs. Gaby, Scores, and Sir Adam Bock, and they de- 
clared it would be impossible to grant the 8 hour day,and the 
wages that were asked, and thoir reasons given, as Mr. Gaby 
seid, "If we were to grant conditions such as you ask,it 
would increase the cost of the Canal from the originel estimate 

| of $20,060,060 to #40, 000, 000" He said thoy had designod 
this Canal with tho idea of selling power in blocks totes 
calleé basic industrios at about an average of] ord tee 
and thet our request wes an economic impossibility. 

MR, GABY: No, whet I m¢y heve said was, I 
pointed out to these men thet an increase in wages such &s 
they were asking at that time -- I dontt remember the exact 
figura -- would inecrosse tho cost of the work some millions 
of dollars, which would have to be borne by the cost of powor,. 
as to whether it increased the rate $1 to $3 per oe I 
don't remember. I may have seid thet if the Canal hed 


been constructed during the period on which the estimates were 


pasod, that is the 1916 prices, and conditions of labour 
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thet obtained, and the price of horse-power was 36 or $7. 
I did not sey that wes an eaomomic condition. i | 
MR. MoBRIDE: The upshot of it wes thet we were 
deadlocked on the question,and Sir Adam Beok said, in order 
-to m&ke a@ settlement he would have to get the consent of all 
the municipalities concerned. And during the interval 
between thut and the next meeting, he consulted the various ~ 
municipelities and they empowered him to use his cou seas 
in that respect. Sir Adam came to Fiegare Falls end had 
@ conference with the men,énd a certainyseale of veges and 
conditions wes agreed upon. They fixed a certain scale 
of weges for the vericus crafts, and the lebour employed, 
but he said they could not grant it on eccount of wanting to 
have the Canal finished by September 1921, in order tc take 
over the Toronto Street Railway, and they could not grant 
the 8 hour day, he claimed it was impossible to complete the | 
construction unless the shoveis were worked for 24 hours a 
day, end they could not put on three shifts of 8 hours a day 
4 becéuse it would teke sometime in between shifts, and if 
they worked 20 hours, there wovld be 2 hours between each snift 
for overheuling,oiling, and one thing end another, in 
connection with the verious units. 
However, the settlement arrived at at Niagara Falls 
wes that the men wero to get time and @ half for overtime 
after 8 hours, end double time for Sundays and holidays. 
That was the agreement arrived at. The consequence was, 
opinion 
2 oy ab 097 ee », it addad to the cost somavhut, becuuse 
while certein units wore shut dovn, certein other unites 
worked the full time,and the employees who worked fvuli time 
were paid time end a helf after 8 hours, while the real pro- 
ducing units were not producing anything in the overtime 
period. I believe that the rest of the conditions granted 


were the best on the American conti nent. Leth fee our 
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“dam Beck wag very fair.. I guess he found it out hirsolf 
next year, beceuse Paena refused to renow the agreement the 
next year on the same conditions. 

The next year the mon asked for certain wages and 
conditions, they wanted o little better than they hed been 
getting the year before, and the Commission couldn't soe it: 
So they agreed on an average increase of wages of 10 cents an 
hour all around. Thet contimmed, and the price of the 
Canal continued to steadily mount until they hed some 
difficulty in getting money from the Legislature. ‘The cost 
kept mounting up by lseps énd bounds. 

In the early summer of 1921, the Commission sew that 
they were falling behind in their schedule, for some un- 
sxplainec reason thoy couldn't keep up-to-dute, and they 
perchased two new stoum shovels. ow, those two shovels 
wore, I think overybody will concede, twoiwhite nieoeeaote 
they didn't come up to the mark,and produce as they should 
héve produced. 

Q-- Did you have anything to do with the operation of them? 
\-- Not with those two. I do know thet they triod one 
thing sfter enother,end the shovels did not ssom to work any 
bettor, thoy couldn't get the production out of thom, and 

they changed the runners ¢1i around. 

COMMISSLIONSR HATaY: Worc they steam or olectric? 

iK-- Tio new stocm shovels. Theat was the condition until 
the time I loft in September 1921. 

THS CHAIRMAN; > go back; you words spexring of 
wasto. That do you say about tho efficiency of lebour, 
of the foreign labour? S-- I think the efficiency of the 
foreign labour wag very low. 

Q-- You think it fell short? Re-- I can't state it 
particularly, but it took more men to do a given smount of 


work than it ordinatily would if they hed been a differsnt 
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 ¢e@lass of mon. 

Q-- Was thers any drunkenness amongst them? 

A-- Not thet I could observe; there might have beon, but 
if so it took plece in the camps. I don't believe I ever 
sew fivo drunks around on the job. It would be confined to. 
_ the camps entirely, where they lived. 

COMMISSIONS J.A. ROSS: Of course, the efficiency of 
labour et that time was very much lower than it hed been 
before, cr hes been the last year or to? 

Ku- It was, 4s a matter of fact. 

Q-- That condition prevailed all yee the continent. 

a-- I am just speeking of my own observation on this 30d. 

Q-- You think this was particularly low, having in mind 
the efficiency of labour all over the development? 

A-- Wo, not necessarily -- I suppose the same conditions 
prevailed all over at that time. 

THE CHALRMAN: You dontt think it was more notice- 
able on this job than on other jobs? h-- Not as a4 rule, 

I would not say so. 

COMMISSIGNER HANSY: You werentt on other jobs. 

a-- I wag in a factory across the river, and had cherge of. 
9 substation, 2nd the labour turn-over was about the same 
as it was here, there was an syveraEgs ef about 125 men who 
quit every weak, the same ag it would be here. I think thet 
was the general condition.. 

THE CHATRMAN:. Cen you tell us anything about the 
send they obteined for construction purpos 2s? 4-- That 
matter of sand was an arrangement entered into, 4s I under- 
stand, between the Commission and Patterson and Dixon of 
Stamford. I dontt know the deteils, but there was 2 grcat 
acal of talk and speculation at the time as to whethsr it wes 
more cconomical for the commission to pay for the sand , 


through a sub-contractor, or tomtake 4t out themselves, . 
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because the pit happened to bo in close proximity to thsir 
proporty. I think the pit is in the hands of the original 
owners, end, while I know nothing about it, I think it may 
be a matter you might care to investigate for yourselves. 

Q-- Ks to whether they should have taken out the sand 
themselves, or through e sub-contractor? A-w- 18 to 
whether it would be better. I know nothing of the details 
und«r which the contract wes entered into, enymore then th: 
Senerel talk and speculetion at the time. 

a-- Could it have been obtained anyihere else to bettar 
advantage? f-- Hot that I knew of; I believe the 
Commission wers bringing washed sand from Wegere-on-the-Lake 
at that time. 

Q-- Do you know of any case whera there was unnecessary pur- 
chases , or unnecessary controcts,mado? an-- No,sir. 

Q-- Do you know snything «bout tha michine shop? 
| A-- Not particulerly. 

Q-~- Can you s@y anything about the organization there? 

A-- Not perticularly, except in some cases. I remember one 
particular case thut happened on the shovel, they broke tho 
propeller shaft of the shovel,and they sent it down to tho 
machine shop,and it wes gons sometime, it didntt come back, 
and we eventually found it out on tho stone crusher. 

It seems thet a mistcke wes msdo, which seriously hemperod 
the operation of the unit for the time being. 

Q-- Were there any unnesoesaary daclays on your electric 
shovel? A-- Wot that I oan recsll, nothing tht could be 
avoided, no. | 
Q-- Were some men employed who should not have becn employ- 
od, or wore there not sufficient men? S-- To, thore wore 
only a certsin number of men, 3 or 4 men , the regular crow. 

M-- Were thore any occasions where thera was doy vaner tine 


work done unnecessarily? A-- Ther3 never Was much chence 
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on the shovels, because of repairs oongstantly being done, 
and you would be relived by the other shift. 
uh Q-- On other branchss of the work, what sbout ovortime work 
being done unnecessiarily? A-- I can't Say. 
Q-- You know of no instanoes where there was any unneoassary 
overtime? R-- Mo. , 
Q-- Whet was the system of obtaining stores, how did thet 
work? A-~ I nevor hed occcsion to obtain stores to (Ny 
eny d-greo, sony moro then there would be #® requisition by 
the foreman in ohargs of the unit at which the 
storss were to be ueed. 
Q-- Could & Ny moo,other then the forsmen, requisition? 
Ae-- I don't know thet he could, if he did he would have ts 
have the foreman's authority. 
Q-- If he aid, it would bo with authority? 
ha= Yes, with. the authority of the foroman of that untt. 
Q-- Was a proper check made of th: stores given out? 
A--~ I eantt say, it seemed to mo I thought they wars 
rother lax in that regerd. I supposes « proper check would 
be kopt of the goods issucd,but us to whether thoy Vore 
satuslly dclivercd to the place for which thy werc roquisi- 
tioned, or at ths request of othsr pertics, I can't swey. 
T em not eblic to sey if u proper check wes followcd up on 
thet. ay 
q -- The stores might have been taken out 4? the foreman 
and used for scme purpose not connected with the woke 
a-- I don’t know of any particular instance in which it 
wes done, but there might heave becn the possibility of.suoh 
a thing hrppening. . ) 
Q-- Whet should hve been dons to prevent the possibility 
ef that happening? A-- IT osntt suggest enything, except 
where anything was reguisitioncd 1+ might hove been followed 
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Q-- The requisition would come from the foreman of the job 
on which the stores were to be usad? 4-- They should 
have been followed up to sae they were actually d liversd. 

Q@-- Theres was a ch-ck of what was given out, but not a 
prop -r follow up chsck? A-o I rather imagin:s that in 
some instaness thers: were not. 

Q-- Heve you known of instunces thet acme to your knowledge 
where stores were used for some other purpose than requisi- 
tioned for? i+ Not perticulasrly, except or the unit I 
wes employed on, wo would requisition various tools, wrenches, 
hemmers, and various oth-r articles nsecessery, and sometimes 
they would disspp var, with a cortein degrse of rugularity, 
and we would hevs to r-qnicition mor- tools than acthally 
needud; but whether it would he through carelessness or 
neglect, or loss, I am not prepared to say. 

COMMISSIONER J... ROSS: Does not that always happen 
on any big job where tools sre u:9d? A-- There might 
heve been s clove check mada. 

Q-- Such 9 conditicn iz almoct no-turel? 

Kam I 2xpeset it would ba. 

THE CHiATRMAR: Wheat have you to say sbout tha camp 
buildings, WE3 theart any unnecessary work done on them? 

A-= Not that I know of. I believe the largest camps were 
built iy the letter part of the construotion, 

Q-- Would that be in 1921 or 1922? 

ino- In tho oarky part of 1921, I dontt know the purposo 
for which they were built, but they are large pormenent 
buildings, of a permanent nature, and from the genersl opinion 
of «11 tho men employed on the job it wns tekon as un indica- 
tion that Hydro, heving owned tho right-of-we7z, and having 
Spent thet amcunt on the job, intended to go ahead with tha 
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Q-~That is why they built these oxtra houses z 
A--That is taken as an indication, by the mon. 
COMMIS STONER RANEY : Do you phink that these buildings 
Were more expensive than were necessary for the short period 
thay were intended for use % A~-I would not be able to judge « 
THE CHAIRMAN : What time did tho men work on the air 

compressors A~-I understand, about 8 hours a day, the 


men went to work on the basio 8 hour day but bacause 4 
faster operation wag absolutely necessary, that work was 
run for £4 hours, and instead of there being three & hour 
shifts, 1t was split up between two shifts, and one shirt 
would work five hours over time, and the other shift four 
hours, they would split the 24 hours between thems 
Q—That io, one shift would work for 12 hours, and the 
other for thirteen hours ¥ A--Yos. } 
Q—~Ands im one case the mon would work 4 hours over time» 
and the other shift would work 5 hours over time f 
| 4—-That is the idea. I oxpeot that is the Operation in 
connection with units such ao pumps, and other unito that 
had to be used for 24 hours, 

COMMES SIONER BANEY ; Would there be a scarcity of 
men for that olass of work, that requirod them to work for 
12 and 13 hours Y faa not an oxact soarcity of mon, 
in my peieton | 

THS OHATRMAN: Mr. Acres, would you like to deal: 
with the matters Mr. MoBride hag mentioned ? 


- ER. ACRBS : I do not wish to question Mr, McBride, 
I will make oa statement aftor lunch, 


MR. GSBY : I would Like to Say that o great deal 
of tho time was paid at the monthly rate, the mon would 
get so much por month for tho time thoy were working, 


THB OBAIRMAN : We will adjourn until ton ninutes 
past two. Ae 


SE ew = or OY OF Ge at = Gt om oe oe ani 


(The Oommission adjourned at 1.10 PeM,y until 2510 peme, 
Wednesday, February 7th, 1923. 
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